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“

Meet Grace
(pronounced Grac-ie).
Weighing in at 27 pounds,
she’s the smallest addition
to the Smithfield Police
Department with a very
big job.

”

Story on page 2.

Briana Vario with SPD Grace
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Lending a Helping Paw in Smithfield
By: Gabrielle Libutti

his fifth year as a part of the Community
Policing Division. He was partnered with
Grace due to his passion for the work
they do. Being Grace’s primary handler
not only means he spends all day every
day with her, but also attends obedience
training with Grace two times a week.
I was lucky to meet Grace during my
interview and from the moment I saw her,
a smile never left my face. Her floppy
ears, calm demeanor, and hop in her trot
melted my heart. She spent the duration
of my time at the school curled up on the
table next to me. Occasionally kicking
my paper if it got too close to her feet.
She was excited to greet every person we
passed and was upset when she wasn’t
allowed to mingle as soon as the bell rang.
Enter the doors of Smithfield High
School, and you’ll meet Grace
(pronounced Grac-ie). Weighing in at
27 pounds, she’s the smallest addition
to the Smithfield Police Department
with a big job. Grace is a one year old
Australian Labradoodle and spends her
days wandering the halls closely behind
her handler and partner, Officer Ryan
Perry. Not only does she help students
by providing support and comfort, Grace
is also in American Kennel Club (AKC)
training which she attends twice a week.
Grace was recruited through Ocean State
Labradoodles where the first AKC trained
police dog, Cali, from the Cranston
Police Department was chosen from. The
selection process is tough, the puppies
are put through a series of tests, like
opening an umbrella next to them to see
if they’re easily startled. The trainer then
determines which puppy possesses the
correct temperament to be successful in
their job. Grace proved to be the best fit
and was chosen from a litter of five.
Grace lives with Officer Perry full time.
She is a well loved addition to the police
department and school, but also as a
member of his family. Officer Perry is in
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Her work begins with the first bell. She
spends her day primarily at the school
interacting with the students. Whether
that be hanging out in classrooms during
study hall, visiting every table during
lunch period, or hallway pets between
classes. If there are people to be with,
Grace will be there. The other half of her
job involves training. While there haven't
been many stress-inducing tests and
projects yet, Officer Perry is confident
in Grace's abilities to help anyone who
might need it. Everyone deserves a day
off and a dog as hardworking as Grace
is no exception. When Officer Perry is
away, the chief looks after her. Those
days, she’ll spend her time patrolling
Stump Pond from the comfort of her
windowside day bed.
Officer Perry explained that there are
typically two routes taken once her year
and a half of AKC training is completed.
Either the certified dog will be partnered
with a School Resource Officer or
detective. This is Grace’s first year on
the job and the first year for the program.
Once she’s certified she will continue her
work in the school, but also be on call for
the police department. She’ll be in charge
of assisting people who might need extra

care in the field.
Providing comfort and support is the
main goal for the program. It can be
difficult balancing school and life, having
the option to cuddle an adorable dog
can help alleviate some of the pressure.
A study performed by Emma WardGriffin supported the benefit of students
spending time with therapy dogs. In her
study, just a single session with the dogs
increased feelings of happiness and stress
relief. Just walking through the school
with Grace and Officer Perry, I noticed
the students reaching out to pet her and
enthusiastically greeting both of them
by name. It also sheds a positive light
on policing which is another important
goal for the program. The department
wants to enforce the idea that anyone can
reach out to them and receive care that
might not be associated with the police.
As you might suspect, the response to
Grace has been overwhelmingly positive
among the students and faculty. Everyone
knows her, everyone loves her. With
a little over 4,000 friends, Grace has a
facebook account where you can follow
her adventures, Grace Smithfield PD.
Grace. It stands for Giving Relief and
Compassion and Emotional Support.
She might be new to the job, but she sure
lives up to her name.

Samantha Sepulveda, Madison Gelsomino,
Grace Hogein and SPD Grace
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ATTORNEY AT LAW
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Celebrating 48 Years

Since 1974

Showroom:
69 George Washington Highway, Smithfield, RI
Serving Southern New England since 1974

401.231.0617

Rhode Island’s Largest Selection
of Garage and Entry Doors
Parma Doors is proud to be
celebrating it’s 40th year as Rhode
Island’s most trusted family-owned
garage door installation, repair
and service provider. We also are
For an elegant and traditional look, the Carriage House Overlay garage door above
will delight you. Remember, the higher the R-Value (thermal resistance), the more
efficient the door! Iron designs give the doors a traditional old-world appearance.
Our popular brands:
Contact us: 401.231.0617 • Toll Free 800-.237.0617 • sales@parmadoors.com
Hours: M-F 8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. • Showroom 8:30 a.m. – 4 p.m.

proud to expand a large section
of entry doors. Thanks to decades
of experience, we are ready and
capable to provide solutions for all
your residential and commercial
door needs.
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In Our Community
The Smithfield Times magazine sponsored
a Little Tykes Pre-K recreational soccer
team this year! Opening Day was
September 10 at Deerfield Park. All the
little ones came ready to play. A big shout
out to all the volunteer coaches and
assistants who give up their time every
week to coach!

The Smithfield Times Little Tykes team and
coaches.
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Proudly Serving Homeowners
and Contractors.
Owned and Operated
by the Francisco Family
Since 1938.

363 Putnam Pike
Smithfield, RI 02917
(At the Crossing in Smithfield)
401-232-7222 Office
401-640-9225 Mobile

Mums, Kale, Asters, Montauks, Hay, Pumpkins and Cornstalks!
Flowers, Shrubs and Trees
Landscape Materials
Stone & Masonry Supplies
Seaside Casual Furniture
Sheds and Gazebos
Statues, Pottery and Gifts

Thank You For
Your Continued Support of Local Business.
ROOFMASTERSRI.COM

WORKING IN HARMONY WITH NATURE

www.hilltopgardencenter.com

A local
family-owned
business with over
30 years experience

RI Reg # GC - 1538
Commercial Roofer
Reg. # CR-184

Residential

Commercial

ROOFMASTERSRI.COM

Are you considering getting your roof replaced?
Contact us today for your FREE inspection and estimate.

WE OFFER FINANCING!
Scan to visit our
mobile site.

15F Enterprise Lane Smithfield, RI 02917
401-400-7008 • www.RoofMastersRI.com
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Dangerous Invasive Pest
Makes its Debut in Smithfield
By James Gass
In the April 2020 edition of The
Smithfield Times, I warned readers about
a dangerous new invasive agricultural
pest that was making its way across
the eastern United States. At the time,
the spotted lanternfly (also known as
SLF) had already become established
in parts of the mid-Atlantic region, and
was more than likely headed towards
New England. Little did I know that the
first population in Rhode Island of these
beautiful but destructive little insects
would be found right here in Smithfield.
Over the last couple of years, single SLF
adults (dead ones) were occasionally
discovered in Dartmouth and Norton,
Massachusetts, and in Warwick and
Smithfield, Rhode Island. But on
August 19, 2022, several clusters of live
lanternflies were found along Route 7
in Smithfield, making it the state’s first
confirmed population, according to the
US Department of Agriculture (USDA).
Rhode Island DEM will be conducting
an extensive survey of the area, based
on USDA recommendations, to get a
better understanding of the extent of the
spread there.
Native to China, India, Vietnam and
eastern Asia, SLF was first detected
in the United States in 2014 in Berks
County, Pennsylvania. It is thought to
have arrived there in 2012 from egg
masses on a stone shipment from Asia.
It has since spread to New Jersey,
Indiana, Ohio, Michigan, Maryland,
Virginia, Delaware, Massachusetts,
Connecticut, New York, and now Rhode
Island. In Pennsylvania, the insect has
inflicted serious damage on the vineyard
industry and is a public nuisance. In
its native habitat, SLF populations are
controlled by a species of parasitic wasp
(Dryinus browni), which does not occur
here.
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SLF is a type of sap-feeding plant
hopper that has a wide variety of plant
hosts, including wild and cultivated
grapes, peaches, apples, nectarines,
plums, hops, and various hardwoods
such as maples, walnuts and willows.
The tree of heaven (Ailanthus altissima)
is also important to this insect, as it is
their preferred host in its native range.
SLF wreaks havoc on the grape, fruit
tree and logging industries wherever it
is introduced. Cynthia Kwolek, Senior
Environmental Planner at Rhode Island
DEM states that “In Rhode Island, we
have about 69,000 acres of agricultural
lands with many of those at risk from
being infested with SLF including
vineyards, orchards, berry crops and
nursery stock.” RIDEM, USDA and the
University of Rhode Island are currently
working on management strategies to
minimize the insect’s impact.
Adult lanternflies damage plants
physically by feeding directly on their
phloem, but they also spoil the leaves
and fruits of host plants due to the
mold that grows on their excretion, or
honeydew. Unlike most other insects
that lay their eggs on host plants, SLF
lays their eggs anywhere, and they are
non-descript and difficult to detect. The
main cause of spread of lanternflies
in this country is eggs being laid on
trucks, cars, pallets and other shipping
materials.
An adult SLF is about an inch long
with spotted patterning and scarlet
underwings. It has yellow markings on
its abdomen and tan, semi-transparent
forewings. They are active from August
to the first hard frost, which is usually
late October or early November in our
area. The strikingly colored nymphs
occur in June and July and are bright red

Lanternfly

or black with white spots, depending on
the life stage (instar).
RIDEM’s Division of Agriculture and
Forest Environment (DAFE) requests
that if you see an SLF, especially
in Smithfield, North Smithfield or
Lincoln, take a photo of the live insect,
squash it, collect it, and then report
it immediately to www.dem.ri.gov/
reportspottedlanternfly. According to
Kwolek, “It’s critical that we take the
necessary steps to detect and stop the
spread of this invasive pest, particularly
now that it has been found in our state.”

SLF Egg Masses.
Photo by James Gass

Elect

JOHN J. TASSONI Jr.

Democrat ★ Smithfield

TOWN COUNCIL
A life-long resident of Smithfield, currently
President/Chief Executive Officer for the
Substance Use and Mental Health
Leadership Council of Rhode Island.
A former six-term state senator, a well-known
business leader, a TV and radio talk show
host, former union executive and State of RI
mediator with over 35 years of experience in
the private sector and labor community.

“Public service, be it for the greater good, the community, or as a voice for the
under-served and under-represented, is why I feel I was put on this earth.
The opportunity to continue to work for the residents and town of Smithfield fits
perfectly in my personal mission and goals.” – John J.Tassoni Jr.

My Vision for Smithfield:

• 1st priority: lessen the burden on taxpayers by explanding the town’s
commercial tax base.
• Divide the sewer tax bill into four payments.
• Maintain the senior tax-freeze and provide more services for seniors and
elder care.
• Explore grant opportunities for the town for improvement projects.
• Repair the town’s roads, buildings, water and sewer lines.
• Work with the Smithfield Land Trust to protect and preserve the Town’s
open spaces and trails.
Paid for by Friends of John J. Tassoni Jr.

I respectfully ask for your vote on November 8!

Tassoniforcouncil.com
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SHS Scoop |

by Ellorie Corcoran

Club Life at SHS
On a day in late September, music filled
the gym at Smithfield High School
as students excitedly made their way
through the doors. Once inside the gym
they were met with a new SHS event:
Club Fair 2022. This event, modeled
after a college’s activity fair, was a way
for students to learn about the clubs and
activities offered at the school. Studies
show that school engagement increases
when students are involved in clubs and
activities outside the classroom, however,
many of SHS’s clubs have had trouble
recruiting members due to Covid and
graduating senior members. Club Fair
2022 offered clubs a chance to raise their
visibility and recruit new members at the
perfect time: students are emerging out
of Covid, the new school year is upon
us, and SHS has welcomed the largest

freshman class in years. All factors that
have many clubs anticipating a boost in
membership.

goodies. Tables were staffed by students
eager to share more about the theme and
activities of the club.

Preparation for the event started over
the summer, as student organizers met
with school leadership to pitch the idea
and set the date for the event. An email
went out to club faculty advisors in early
September, and then the signups started
rolling in. Over fifteen clubs committed
to staffing an information table at the
event, including Unified Sports, Chess
Club, Math League, Book Club, and The
Gender and Sexuality Alliance. Student
representatives from each club created
eye-catching displays for their tables
to attract students passing by. Displays
included brightly colored posters, sign
up sheets, and even candy or fun free

The event occurred during the last
period of the school day. Students were
called down by year, starting with the
freshman class due to its size. Then, the
rest of the school followed. Students
milled about the gym, visiting with
clubs and writing their names on sign
up sheets. Many were surprised by the
variety of clubs available, as some had
a lower profile. The fair gave these and
other clubs a chance to shine and grow
their membership, while providing SHS
students with many new opportunities
to strengthen their involvement with
the school.

RACHEL TOPPI
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INFRASTRUCTURE
RI must do better to manage the maintenance and improvement of our vital
infrastructure. Roads, bridges, sidewalks, water and other utilities must be able to
support our businesses, residents and allow for smart, planned growth.
HEALTHCARE
Stafﬁng mandates and healthcare support staff must be properly funded through
Medicaid. Rhode Island loses our staff to neighboring states due to poor support of
these vital healthcare positions.
BUDGETING
We all budget responsibly in our households and the state must do the same. While
RI sits on a large budget surplus, we are leaving vital areas underfunded, and we are
over funding corporate welfare projects such as the Superman Building.

Are you better off today, or are you ready
for a better Rhode Island?
Contact

Paid for by Santucci for RI Senate
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Medicare’s Fall Open Enrollment AKA/ Medicare
Annual Election Period! What You Need to Know!
By John Salois
Well, here we go again, It’s open
enrollment. Basically, It’s like Black
Friday for Medicare Insurance plans
from October 15th to December 7th.
This is the time people on Medicare
get to choose a new option for their
health insurance for 2023. Yay! Lots
of commercials, mail, Facebook ads
and calls from overseas marketing
companies attempting to get you to
agree to talk to a licensed
agent.

The above must also be read to you
within one minute of any marketing call.
There are exceptions. Calls you receive
from a plan carrier or from a licensed
agent that only sells for one insurance
carrier do not need to be recorded.
Why is this happening. Well, these rules
are to help protect beneficiaries from
aggressive marketing that caused a spike

So, what do you need to
know?
Well for starters, Medicare
has marketing rules. That’s
right and the main one is NO
UNSOLICITED CONTACT.
That means YOU are in the
driver’s seat. That means
unless YOU consent to be
contacted by a licensed
insurance agent, they should
NOT be contacting you. Also,
Medicare will not call you
about changing your plan. Many lead
generators will say things like “This is
Senior services” or “We are calling from
Medicare”. It’s not Medicare they are
marketing agencies.
Next. CMS, The Center for Medicare
Service has put NEW rules in place
that licensed agents must follow. One is
that all marketing materials contain this
disclaimer We do not offer every plan available in
your area. Any information we provide
is limited to those plans we do offer in
your area. Please contact Medicare.
gov or 1-800-MEDICARE to get
information on all your options.

On to the plans, yes there are more
plans and companies than ever and more
benefits than ever. Some plans are being
discontinued and replaced by new ones;
some plans are just changing names.
Look in your mail for your ANNUAL
NOTICE OF CHANGE. Your current
insurance company is required to
send you one by September 30th. This
document will tell you what’s
changing with your current
plan for 2023.
If you want to see what’s
available for 2023 you can
review the Medicare & You
book. Medicare sends these
out to everyone enrolled.
Additionally, you can go
to Medicare’s website
(Medicare.gov) and use their
plan finder to see all the
options in your area.

in complaints to CMS during the last
Open enrollment period.
In addition, Licensed agents are required
to record all marketing calls in the chain
of enrollment and the enrollment itself.
Why? To protect YOU the beneficiary
from being enrolled into a plan you may
not have been properly advised about or
that you may not have agreed to.
Fortunately, you can opt out by asking
not to be recorded. Also, a face-to-face
meeting with a licensed agent does not
need to be recorded.

If you don’t want to go
through all that, find a local
Licensed Medicare Advisor that works
with various plans in your area for help.
They don’t charge for the service so why
not get their insight on your options?
After all they must be certified with each
plan they offer, and that’s good for you!
Last, if you do nothing your existing
plan, if available in 2023 will roll over
and you don’t have to take any action.
However, best practice would be to
verify your costs for 2023 with your
current plan and review your options for
other plans available in 2023.
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MEDICARE FALL OPEN
ENROLLMENT
Medicare's Annual Election Period begins October 15th
and continues through December 7th
During this time you may consider making changes to your:

 Medicare Part D Prescription Drug Plan
 Medicare Advantage Plan
 Medicare Supplement Plan

JOHN SALOIS
CJC ADVISORS INC.
"The Medicare Store and More"
22 Lark Industrial Parkway
Greenville, RI 02828
Tel: 401-522-MEDI(6334)
John@medicarestoreandmore.com
www.medicarestoreandmore.com

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Life Insurance
Health Insurance
Dental & Vision
Retirement Income Planning
Social Security Strategies
Long-Term Care Insurance
Hospital Confinement Coverage

During the annual election period you can make as many
changes as you need to your Medicare coverage. The final
change that you make will go into effect on January 1st.
To prepare you should begin to think about three major things:
1. If you have Original Medicare, review the 2023 Medicare & You
handbook. This will outline your benefits for the upcoming year. If
you aren’t satisfied with Original Medicare, this is a good time to
make changes.
2. If you have a Medicare Advantage Plan or a stand-alone Part D drug
plan, you should receive an Annual Notice of Change (ANOC) from
your plan. This document outlines which providers, pharmacies,
drugs, and services your plan covers, and what costs you will be
responsible for. They’ll also tell you what will change in 2023. If you
aren’t satisfied (for example, if a drug you need is no longer on your
Part D plan’s formulary, or a provider you see is no longer in your
Medicare Advantage Plan’s network), this is a good time to make
changes.
3. Medicare Supplement also known as Medi-gap plans have rate
changes annually. You have the option to shop rates just as you do
with other types of insurance like auto or home. You may be able get
the same or similar coverage for a lot less.

Every year we save our clients
thousands on prescription drug costs
and plan premiums.
SCHEDULE YOUR NO COST
ANNUAL REVIEW TODAY
401-522-MEDI (6334)
medicarestoreandmore.com

We do not offer every plan available in your area.
Any information we provide is limited to those plans we do offer in your area.
Please contact Medicare.gov or 1-800-MEDICARE to get information on all of your options.
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Elect David P. Tikoian
State Senator – Democrat
Smithfield • Lincoln • North Providence

What Friends and Neighbors Are Saying About David:
I'm supporting David because he is very active
in our community particularly with youth
athletics, academics and civic events.

– Amy Antunes

We are supporting David for State Senate.
David is a great friend to seniors and will
advocate for us when he is at the State House.

– John and Joanne Serripiglia

David is a great supporter of small businesses.
As a State Senator he will work to ensure Rhode
Island takes a very friendly small business
approach.

– Laura & Jay Dunlea, Owners
of Laura's Bar and Grill

I support David because of his unwavering
support for youth sports and his desire to fund
education and social service programs.

David P. Tikoian

Dedication – Honesty – Integrity

A Proven Leader

– Shanyn Turner, Smithfield Little League Parent
and Mom of 6

I'm supporting David because David supports
our students. David has been a mentor and friend
to not just me, but so many students.
– Henry Siravo, Junior Class President, Smithfield HS

A sincere Thank You for supporting me in the Primary Election.
I respectfully ask for your vote on November 8th.

Paid for by Friends of David Tikoian
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PRESS RELEASE

John J. Tassoni, Jr.

John J. Tassoni, Jr. outlined his vision and action plans for his candidacy in the upcoming
November election. Lessening the burden on taxpayers is his first priority, he said.
“By expanding the town’s commercial tax base, we can give the residential homeowner
some much needed tax relief,” Tassoni said. Tassoni also wants to divide the sewer tax bill
into four payments, in the same way that property taxes are collected, to make it easier for
resident taxpayers instead of an lump sum payment as we do now. Additionally, he wants
to maintain the senior tax freeze and provide more services and resources for seniors and
elder care. Tassoni also believes that there are untapped grant opportunities available for
the town and hopes to work with the Smithfield’s grant writer to take advantage of monies
available for major infrastructure improvement projects. “The town’s roads, buildings, water and sewer lines need repair, and in some cases, complete rebuilds and overhauls. It is
imperative that we get those projects moving and completed before they become irreparable,” he said. Also on Tassoni’s agenda is to work with the Smithfield Land Trust to protect
and preserve the town’s open spaces and trails.
Tassoni, a life-long resident of Smithfield, is currently President/Chief Executive Officer
for the Substance Use and Mental Health Leadership Council of Rhode Island.
For the full article, please go to smithfieldtimesri.net

PRESS RELEASE

Elizabeth (Beth)
Worthley
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Elizabeth (Beth) Worthley has declared her candidacy for Smithfield School Committee.
Elizabeth, and her husband Travis, have been Smithfield residents for 11 years and have
two children in the Smithfield school system. As the daughter of a dedicated special
education teacher, she has seen how strong advocacy from adults will lead to students’
success. Elizabeth is the Renewable Energy and Utilities Manager for a RI based company
supporting Military Housing. With her extensive experience managing budgets related to
military housing infrastructure, overseeing a $100 million energy and water conservation
program, and leading the development of nearly 100 MW of solar power nationally, she
intends to provide financial oversight on School Committee budgetary matters. Her goals
include ensuring fiscal sustainability, addressing deferred maintenance at the middle and
high schools, and increasing collaboration between Committee Members and parents.
Elizabeth strongly believes that ALL students require a safe, inclusive environment to
thrive and that parents need a platform to express concerns and know they’ve been heard.
For the full article, please go to smithfieldtimesri.net

GREENVILLE

LINCOLN

One Garnett Lane

652 George Washington Highway

Mon. – Thurs. 7 am – 7 pm
Fri. 7 am – 1 pm

Mon. – Thurs. 7 am – 7 pm
Fri. 7 am – 3 pm

401-949-0380

401-333-3211

PHYSICAL THERAPY

Amanda Keegan and Andrea Ross founded Northern Rhode Island Physical therapy in 1991
with the following mission:

“... reduce pain, restore movement, and enhance overall quality of function through
an individualized approach in a relaxed, comfortable and caring environment.”
By staying true to their mission, the practice has thrived and has expanded. Northern Rhode
Island Physical Therapy has two well-equipped physical therapy facilities in both Greenville
and Lincoln Rhode Island.
Northern Rhode Island Physical Therapy offers the following services:
•
•
•
•
•

Sports Medicine
Orthopedic Physical Therapy
Vestibular Physical Therapy
Neurological Physical Therapy
Pre & Post Operative Rehab.

•
•
•
•
•

Performance Enhancement
Post Concussion Rehab.
Neck and Back Care
Dry Needling
Sports Conditioning

www.nriphysicaltherapy.com
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Keep Friendships Going

By Harry Anderson
It was the first week of a new school
year and they gathered around their
English teacher, not to learn the
difference between dependent/
independent clauses or the symbolism
in Silas Marner, but to have breakfast.
And to be interviewed by this man who,
57 years ago had taught them about
such matters.
There were ten of them, 75 year-old
men and women seated randomly in
the shade of a pear tree on a warm
September morning, digesting sausages,
French toast, sticky buns, along with
cups of coffee and glasses of apple
juice. Some held canes, one clutched
a walker. Collectively, they had raised
twenty kids and spoiled twenty-six
grandchildren and three great grandkids.
They had graduated from Scituate
High School in 1965 and, since their
class’s 50th reunion in 2015, they have
been breakfasting together monthly,
first at April’s on the Pike and lately at
Granite Farm. This idea came from their
yearbook’s editor, Cheryl Paquet (nee
Cameron), who passed away a year ago.
Before their English teacher had asked
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his first question, Marilyn Hammond
(nee Warner), after counting heads, said,
“I get twelve. Who’s not here? Wait, I
know. Debbie Olivier (nee Holdsworth)
called someone to say she’s sick.”
“And my wife, Krysty, stayed home to
get ready for company coming,” Doug
Farrar said. “So it goes,” answered
Marilyn. “Ten of us out of a class of
117, I suppose, is better than no one.”
Art Loranger challenged her, “Wrong,
Marilyn. The class of ’65 numbered
118!”
“Next breakfast I’ll bring the yearbook
to show you you’re wrong. Want to bet
five bucks on it?” Laughing, Bobby
Knox told them that, as he looked into
their faces, he saw them as kids, as they
were as classmates. “Come to think of
it,” he added, “I think the same of al
of you.”
Silence. The English teacher asked
his first question: “At these breakfasts
going on now for seven years what do
you talk about?”
Hands raised. “Not politics. We agreed
on that.” Shirley Hutchings (nee
Edwards) set her jaw. “We reminisce.”

“We talk about our families,” Bea Loche
(nee Sunderland) said. With a broad
grin Dot Loranger added, “And our
ailments.”
Majorie Vanner (nee Jones) confessed
to being very shy in high school. “I
was a late comer, not entering Scituate
until the ninth grade. I’m enjoying my
classmates more than ever as adults.
Really, an occasion like this one today
for me is very, very special.”
The English teacher asked Donald
Paquet if Cheryl ever told him why she
had hatched the idea of these breakfasts.
He answered, “At the 50th reunion she
saw how much everyone was enjoying
coming together again, and later said,
‘We can’t wait anymore. We’re old and
I think a lot of us need each other.’ So,
she posted on Facebook a web site and
the rest is history. What pleased Cheryl
so much was classmates’ who live far
away asking, when they come back on
vacation or for whatever, when the next
breakfast will be.”
Admitting that their conversations
See Friendships, page 17

Friendships, from page 16
never became philosophical, the
ten classmates gave thought to
what essentially was bonding them,
something that had not crossed their
minds to ponder. One said it was their
town’s emphasis on neighborliness.
Another contended that their generation
was the greatest, the last to cling to
old-time virtues, to God and country.
Yet another saw their education to be
the key factor, noting that in 1965 the
school was central in their lives. To
sum it up, all nodded in approval when
someone said, “These getting-togethers
for breakfast reaffirm our mutual ideas.”
The English teacher put down his
pen and said the interview was over.
He sensed a mood of melancholy.
He glanced at their faces and, as
Bobby Knox had told them, he too
was seeing them as kids, as students,
notwithstanding the signs of time’s
doings in their eyes and their limbs.
They had left unsaid yet tacitly

acknowledged that they were acquainted
with grief, worry,
tribulation and that the
ways and means of doing
business in the 21st
century has dismayed
them. Mostly, they were
fighting loneliness.
It was the first week into
a new school year. Were
these members of the
class of ’65 to enter a
classroom they would not
see a blackboard. Maybe
a grammar book or a copy
of Silas Marner would
not be found. But would
the students be laying
the foundation of the great lesson to be
learned – a lesson that these ten have
learned: keep friendships going? Would
they in 2079 be gathering beneath a pear
tree having breakfast and remembering,
reliving, the way they were?

Arthur Loranger, Dottie Loranger,
Shirley Hutchings and Marilynn
Hammond

SMITHFIELD SCHOOL COMMITTEE

Together A Better
Smithfield
Jessica

Sala

Richard

★★★

Iannitelli

Amanda ★

Fafard

We respectfully ask for your vote on November 8, 2022!
Paid for by friends of Jessica Sala and Amanda Fafard
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Ask an Expert
My name is Tom Lopatosky. I'm the President of LOPCO Contracting (www.
LopcoContracting.com) and I'm honored to have the opportunity to talk to you
about home improvement on a monthly basis. I love answering your questions!
Please send them to tom@LopcoContracting.com or call 401-270-2664. Thanks in
advance for taking the time to read this column!

To Prime, or NOT to Prime ...
At times when working on the act of
painting our homes, whether exterior
or interior, it is not unusual to feel our
inner Hamlet cause us to ask the head
scratching question “To Prime, or NOT to
Prime” as to whether something should
be primed or not primed prior to applying
a finish coat.

way through the finish coatings on
top of it if primer were not in place
to block it from doing so (examples:
wood tannins, graffiti, tobacco)
• Enhance bonding qualities of the
surface it is being applied to, i.e. –
super slick metals, glass, glossy layers
of previous coatings

As with many things, the answer is, “it is
situational”.

Knowing this, it is probably easy to
see why when painting there may be
a question as to whether or not to use
primer, and furthermore, if priming, what
type of primer to use.

Prior to even thinking about priming, the
surface in question should be properly
prepared.
The surface should be prepped to the
point where the surface is sound (free of
any peeling paint or unwanted surface
inadequacy) and clean (free from dirt,
dust, etc.).
Assuming the surface is ready to go, we
must now determine as to whether or not
to “prime” it.
Primer is an invaluable resource in the
painting systems all around us.
It is the first product that is often applied
to whatever surface it is that we are
painting.
The main purposes of primer are to:
• Seal the surface it is being applied to
and to help the finishes applied over
it to appear as even and consistent as
possible
• Prevent bleed-through of anything that
may more easily be trying to force its
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In all of the years that I have been in the
painting industry, a simple rule that I have
always lived by when coaching someone
through when they are deciding to prime
something or not is simply if there is ever
any doubt, then prime it!

Technically, if a surface is sound, there
is not a prevalent concern of something
bleeding through the finish coat, and it is
“dull” enough to accept a paint coating,
then there really is not a viable need
to prime the surface, particularly with
today’s technologies.
See Ask An Expert, page 19

About Tom Lopatosky
Tom Lopatosky has run his own RI-based painting and repair business
since 1995; LOPCO Contracting – the "Personable, Particular
Professionals" – specializ-es in exterior & interior painting and
carpentry. Recently LOPCO Contracting was named ‘RI's Finest Painting
Contracting Company’ by ShopInRI Magazine. In 2013, Tom was named
“Humanitarian of the Year” by the Painting and Decorating Contractors
of America (PDCA) and a “40 Under 40” award winner by Providence
Business News. He is a member of both PCA (Painting Contractors
Association) and RIBA (Rhode Island Builders Association). Tom has
often had weekly ‘Home Improvement Tips’ that have aired on the
radio on 630 WPRO AM and on televi-sion on WPRI 12. You can catch
Tom LIVE on the radio EVERY Saturday, 2pm-3pm, on 630 WPRO AM
(99.7 FM) during his weekly ProTalk Home Improvement Radio Show!

Ask an Expert, from page 18
It would be exceptionally rare to prime a surface that didn’t
really require primer and to subsequently realize some type of
detrimental effect while doing so.
The greater worry would be of not priming a surface which
absolutely required it.
To better illustrate ...
• If you do not prime a bare plaster surface, peeling issues could
come about down the road and massive inconsistencies of a
cosmetic nature will be visible in the short term
• If new red cedar – even new pre-primed red cedar – is not
properly primed prior to finish coating, cedar bleed will most
certainly be an unsightly phenomenon that will have to be
dealt with down the line
• If old oil-based interior trim finish is not correctly primed prior
to finishing it with a waterborne coating, then it is most likely
just a matter of time before the paint coating directly applied
to it is triggered by some sort of minor surface abrasion and
begins to peel off “in sheets”
Obviously, example after example can be listed.
Priming a surface that does not necessarily need it, will most
likely lead to a circumstance of “no harm, no foul”.

DePetrillo’s
PIZZA & BAKERY

Hot Pizza • Party Pizza • Calzones • Italian Breads
Rolls • Egg, Pepper & Wine Biscuits • Pizza Bites
Fresh Baked Cookies • And More ...

ROLLS
Spinach, Pepperoni &
Cheese: $12.99
Stromboil: $12.99
Broccoli & Cheese: $12.49
Pepperoni & Cheese: $12.49
Stromboli with
Hot Peppers: $13.49
Eggplant: $13.99
Meatball: $13.99
105 Pleasant View Ave.

SMITHFIELD

231-4600

PARTY PIZZA
Full Party Tray
$18.99
Half Party Tray
$10.99
HOT PIZZA
Large 20 pieces
Small 8 pieces
Choose Your Toppings
“Call for Pricing”

1755 Smith St.

1153 Putnam Pike

353-3100

568-4700

N. PROVIDENCE

CHEPACHET

Neglecting to prime a surface however that necessitates it to be
primed, can lead to an annoyingly frustrating time in correcting
something that could easily have been avoidable if the proper
primer approach had been taken from the beginning.
While there is always the “default” act of asking your local
paint dealer or calling a paint manufacturer helpline to run the
question by them, really things are quite simple…if there is any
doubt, prime it!
Then simply determining which primer is the more appropriate
to use is the only real item that would need to be figured out.

Covering All Your Insurance Needs.

Enrolling Summer and Fall 2023
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Affordable Elegance

Winter
Discounts
January and
February

The Venue for all your Corporate and Social events: Anniversaries,
Weddings, Birthdays, Showers, Trade Shows, Seminars and More!

Book now for Holiday Parties!
445 Douglas Pike, Smithfield, RI

401-231-7799

LEADERS IN

C 89%
M 42%
Y 99%
K 48%

C 75%
M 0%
Y 100%
K 0%

Pantone
3308C

Pantone
361C

POST-ACUTE & LONG TERM CARE!

Gradients:

C 2%
M 20%
Y 93%
K 0%

C 1%
M 0%
Y 24%
K 0%

C 18%
M 35%
Y 100%
K 1%

Pantone
123C

Pantone
0131C

www. twelveacresbanquet.com
We are proud to offer a whole new
level of post acute care to the
communities of greater Providence
County, with the primary goal of
returning patients home as soon
as possible.

Pantone
7555C

Orthopedic &
Cardiopulmonary

610 Smithfield Road
North Providence, RI 02904

50 Maude Street
Providence, RI 02908

(401) 353-6300

(401) 456-2600

LincolnwoodHC.com

ElmhurstRehabHC.com

Progressive Rehab
Up to 7 Days a Week

Alzheimer’s &
Dementia Care
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I don’t want to work; I want to bang on the drums all day!
By Diane L. Marolla, LICSW, CFRC
When I see a client for individual
counseling, typically the referral comes
from their Primary Care Physician
(PCP). Often, a client will go to their
PCP first, and tell them they have
symptoms such as poor sleep, increased,
decreased and/or unhealthy eating, a
rapid heart rate and headaches, just to
name a few symptoms. A client’s PCP
knows the client’s health the best and
will run various tests to see if there is
a medical reason for the symptoms.
Once they rule out a medical condition,
they may prescribe medication and tell
the individual to see someone like me.
Why? Because as I always say, mental
health affects physical health and vice
versa. The two cannot be separated.
On the first visit with a client, an
assessment is done. The assessment is
the history of the client from birth until
now. The time during the first session is
spent on the client’s history, and why,
the individual is seeking help now.
On this first visit, I always introduce
myself, my background, and what my
approach will be with them. I tell them
that both their physical and mental
health are impacted by the following:
1. Financial health – Is there debt?
What kind? Why? Are they able to
make ends meet financially?
2. Social health – Do they have
difficulty being with others? Where?
Why or why not? Do they socialize
with healthy people? Do they
isolate?
3. Environmental health – Are they
living in a healthy environment?
Why is the environment unhealthy?
4. Relationship health – Are they happy
in their relationships?
5. Occupational health – Are they in a

job or work in an environment that is
not healthy?
6. Spiritual health – Do they have a
belief system? Are they religious?
7. Legal health – Do they have legal
issues going on? What are they?
8. Alcohol and marijuana/drug use –
How much are they drinking? How
much are they using unprescribed
drugs?
If we continue with future sessions,
I will do ongoing assessments of the
individual as the assessment process
never stops after the first session.
I repeat in my head, “where is the
compass pointing too?” Typically, the
compass will point to one or many of
the eight issues I have listed.
Let’s talk about occupational health
and why it is important
Think about it, most of us spend more
time at work, than with our family and
friends. Add up all the hours you spend
in the day either getting ready for work,
being at work, worrying about work,
driving to and from work, and then
losing sleep about work. People are
plain tired of being depressed or anxious
about work. During the pandemic and
now post the pandemic, what are we
seeing people do? We are seeing people
either plain quit their jobs, or “quiet
quitting.” In the first time in my lifetime
(I will be 57 years young in November
of 2022), I am seeing employees gain
the up hand with their employers.
Why? Because too many employers
have not been treating their employees
with dignity and respect over the
years. They also do nothing to address
bad management and toxic work
environments. They do not provide what

everyone deserves which is a work/life
balance and flexibility. A good employer
will want you to take care of yourself
physically and mentally. A good
employer wants you to have time off. A
good employer wants you to have a life
outside of work.
If you identify that work is your main
stressor in life, I recommend that you
work with a therapist before you quit
your job to see what it is about the job
or the environment that is causing you
sleepless nights. Therapy is a safe place
to discuss the issue versus sharing it
with a co-worker who might go behind
your back and talk about you in a
negative light to others in your office
or even your manager. Hopefully, your
therapist will help you answer the
following.
1. How do you feel at work?
2. How do you feel before you go to
work?
3. Are you physically and mentally
exhausted after being at work all
day? Why?
4. How are you being treated at
work? Do you sit in a two by four
cube all day like a lab rat? Does
your boss monitor your every
move? Do they monitor your lunch
breaks and bathroom breaks?
Does your boss/manager sit with
their door closed all the time,
while you sit in cubeville?
5. Are you unable to sleep because of
worrying about work? Do you fear
getting fired? Why? Do you fear
retaliation?
6. Is your work environment toxic
where they allow managers to treat

See I Don't Want to Work, page 23
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Shop Your Full Line
Craft Supplier

I Don't Want to Work, from page 22

7.

9.
10.

rhody warm blankets

The questions I pose
in this
article willishelp
Summer
is Over...Fall
Here,you determine
if What
you are
in theWay
right
for with
you.aIfWool
ultimately,
Better
to environment
Stay Warm than
Blanket?!
you and your therapist determine that your job is creating
physical and/or mental health issues, it is time to say “buh
gift for:
bye” and find a placegreat
and environment
that does not make
weddings
you sick every day. If your work environment is a toxic,
birthdays
unhealthy place to work,
remember you are not trapped,
christmas
you don’t owe them anything, and that there truly are good
employers out there looking for someone like you.
100% Local Wool
Made in the USA

576 Putnam Pike, Greenville, RI 02828
(401) 949-3550

Putnam Pike (Rte.44)
Smith St. (Rte. 116)

8.

WOOD ITEMS
& MORE

24 Years with Maureen & Bob
30

their employees poorly? Is your manager texting you
off hours or on vacation? Are they expecting you to
respond to emails after you left work or when you are
on vacation?
Are your health benefits good whereby you don’t have
a high co-pay or deductible when you need to seek
care?
Have you gotten a raise or bonus? Does the raise
or bonus keep up with inflation or is it a measly 1%
increase every year if you are lucky?
Do they offer you flexibility?
Are you getting paid a livable wage?

DIRECTIONS
North
or South of
At the
intersection
Route
295 toPike
exit 7B.
Putnam
Located 1.7 miles on
(Rte. 44)
and
Rte.
the left. At the 116.
intersection of Route
44 and Route 116

Custom Orders
Always Welcome!

Hours: Tues. - Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m
Evening Hours:
Tues., Wed., Thurs. 6:30 p.m.-9 p.m.
wooditemsandmore@verizon.net
www.wooditemsandmore.com

FRED L. MASON JR.
Counselor At Law
Personal Injury - Civil & Insurance Litigation

Office: 232-2277
MASON ASSOCIATES P.C. Facsimile: 232-7744
20 Cedar Swamp Road
fmasonjr@masonassociatespc.com
Smithfield, RI 02917
www.masonassociatespc.com

order now at www.risheep.org
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Michael Iannotti
IANNOTTI
SMITHFIELD

November 2019

Town
Town Council
Council

• Assistant U.S. Attorney for 30 years.

• Asset Forfeiture Money Laundering Coordinator, U.S. Department of Justice, 2007-2009.

Assistant U.S. Attorney for 30 years

• Smithfield Financial Review Commission, 2014-2019.
• Smithfield Charter Review Commission, 2019-2020.

• Smithfield Budget and Financial Review Board, 2021-present.

• Smithfield Capital Committee, 2021-present.

Asset Forfeiture Money Laundering
Coordinator
Experience • Integrity
MIannotti22@gmail.com
U.S. Department of Justice
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Ask Our Attorney
Terrance N. Turner, Esq.

This legal column is only for purposes of general discussion of the law. It is not designed for purposes of legal advice for
your own personal case, nor is any given. Discussion in this column should not be relied on without a consultation with
your own personal attorney. No attorney-client relationship is established between the reader and Turner Law Offices.

Am I Gonna Go to Jail For This?
Is one of the very first questions a client
asks an attorney when the client has been
charged with a crime. Few experiences
in life bare someone’s soul more than the
prospect of possibly viewing the world
from behind iron bars.
America’s criminal law foundations and
roots can be traced to a great extent to the
criminal law of common law England;
we were, after all, an English colony; just
because we won the war against England
didn’t mean that we cut all ties and
connections to it. Some historians go back
even further and claim that much of our
modern American thinking about criminal
law can be traced back to ancient JudeoChristian moral precepts of the Roman
empire.
History aside, clients facing criminal
charges couldn’t care less about history.
What they want to know is if they’re going
back home at the end of the case. This is
where experienced, wise criminal defense
attorneys tread lightly, usually couching
their advice in terms of ‘maybes’ and
‘possibilities’. No defense attorney worth
his salt would ever ‘promise’ or guarantee
a particular outcome to a criminal charge.
Criminal defense work is not a ‘promise’
business. Further, we are not the final
authority in criminal cases, especially those
which proceed to a full-blown trial before
a judge and jury. Additionally, when clients
compare their case to others with a ‘good
‘outcome, we let our clients know about
all those other cases like theirs where the
outcome was not so good.
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There are a number of ways in which
you’ll be ‘notified’ that you’re being
charged with a crime. It might be as simple
as a telephone call from the police, asking
you to voluntarily surrender at the police
station. It could also be a knock on your
door by the police with an arrest warrant.
The state government prosecutor, ie,
attorney general or district attorney, may
charge you by a package of documents
commonly referred to as ‘an information.’
The well-known vehicle of a grand jury
is yet another way in which someone is
charged with a crime, usually by a ‘true
bill’ or by its better-known moniker,
an indictment. Lastly, there may be a
combination of the above methods, a sort
of hybrid way of leveling a criminal charge
against someone.
Without digressing into a lecture on legal
terminology, let’s just say that your first
real involvement with, and exposure to,
the court role in criminal law is likely to be
your arraignment. (this can also occur at
the police station.) At your arraignment, the
court will advise you of the charges you’re
facing; ask you for a plea (inevitably, ‘not
guilty’); and address the issue of bail.
If a defendant doesn’t plea voluntarily,
the court will almost without exception
enter a not guilty plea for the defendant.
Depending on the crime being charged,
your next court appearance is likely going
to be a pretrial hearing (misdemeanors) or
something called a ‘screening’ (felonies).
Bail is often misunderstood by those who
(fortunately) have never had to deal with it

before. Bail is not a determination of guilt
or innocence. At the end of the day, bail
is designed to ensure that the defendant
being charged with a crime will show up
for his next scheduled court proceeding.
Bail is not supposed to be set so high that
the defendant will obviously not be able
to come up with the money to meet the
bail and therefore not be released. Some
criminal charges are so serious (major
felonies) that the defendant can be held
without bail or ‘HWOB’.
There are a number of factors that a court
takes into consideration in setting bail, but
at the end of the day, it’s all about flight
risk: is the defendant going to return to
court or not? The court will look at your
prior court history (if any) to see if you
have a good track record of going to your
scheduled court hearings. On the other
hand, if you have prior FTAs (failures to
appear), then the court won’t have much
confidence about your return to court
in your current case. The court may be
inclined to set higher bail or, in limited
circumstances, no bail at all. If you are
released on bail, a built-in condition of it is
to stay out of any further legal (criminal)
trouble. If you don’t do so, you risk being
charged as a bail violator. This is a serious
charge, which can result in you being
incarcerated.

➟

Terrance N. Turner, HON.
Turner Law Offices
401-499-7047
FAX 401-231-4511
turnerlawcenter@cox.net

Celebrating Over 49 Years
in Business
– Since 1973 –
“If you are serious about
lighting, visit the leaders!”

Outdoor Lighting by
Made in USA
100% Brass or Copper

Joan

(Lifetime warranty)

Except for glass

Moe’s Mower repair
Servicing All Makes and Models

❄ Snowblower Tune-up Time ❄

residential & CoMMerCial
30-Yr CraftsMan speCialist
i BuY & sell used equipMent

401-651-9053
35B lark industrial pkwY. • Greenville, ri 02828

Bill Petteruto
458 Putnam Pike
Greenville, RI 02828

Bil

c. 401-699-9301
o. 401-642-0093
BuywithBillRI@gmail.com
Licensed in RI, MA, & CT

1253 Hartford Avenue, Johnston, RI 02919

401-453-0002
Hours: Monday – Saturday 9 am - 5 pm

Real Estate Professional
Lic. # RI 0044368 //MA 1001169 // CT 0821171
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★ Meet Our Smithfield Democratic Team ★
LEGISLATIVE CANDIDATES

Candidate David P. Tikoian – Rhode Island State Senate District 22
•
•
•
•
•
•

Smithfield Town Council 2020 – present
Retired State Police Major and North Providence Police Chief
Graduate of Bryant University; BS/Business Administration
Graduate of Smithfield Public Schools
Member of the Smithfield School Building Committee
Advocate for: Education, Seniors, Veterans, Public Safety, Economic Development &
the Environment

Representative Gregory J. Costantino – Rhode Island House of Representatives District 44
•
•
•
•
•
•

State Representative 2012-present
Lifelong Rhode Island resident
Married to Lisa Costantino and father to Sofia, Camille and Gregory
Self-employed business person
Member of Small Business Committee
Active in community events, activities and charities

•
•
•
•
•

State Representative 2018 – present
Lifelong resident; Father to William
Supervisor Maintenance and Water Source Protection, Providence Water
Graduate of Smithfield High School; attended Southern Connecticut University
Member of Committee on Corporations, Special Legislation, Labor and Oversight

Representative Bernard A. Hawkins – Rhode Island House of Representatives District 53

SCHOOL COMMITTEE
Candidate
Elizabeth (Beth)
Worthley
• Married to Travis Worthley, mom to two
Old County Road School students
• Girl Scout co-leader of Smithfield-based
Brownie and Junior troop
• Formed Worthley Masonry in 2017, a
family-owned small business based out
of Smithfield
• Active member of Women & Infants
NICU Advisory Council since 2017;
served as Parent Co-Chair from 20192021
• Graduate of Wheaton College - BA in
Economics; MBA with concentration in
Finance from Providence College
• Renewable Energy & Utilities Manager,
focused on fiscal sustainability, cost reduction, and long-term capital planning
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Candidate
Aaron Bishop

• Married to Beth Bishop, dad to two
LaPerche School students
• Volunteer youth softball coach Rec
League & Travel (since 2018, and it’s
the best part of my week!)
• RI Advisory Board Member for MakeA-Wish, Massachusetts/Rhode Island
Chapter
• Committee member for Hasbro
Children’s Hospital’s annual Heroes
Ball Gala
• Graduate of University of Rhode Island
with a BS in Wildlife and Conservation
Biology
• Works as Business Development
Manager for a commercial construction
company

Candidate
Kristina A.
Fox
• Attended Smithfield public
schools K-12
• Director of Policy, the RI Black
Business Association
• Running to increase access to
debt-free higher education
• Expand after school programs
• Support students and families
inside and outside the classroom

TOWN COUNCIL CANDIDATES

Councilman T. Michael Lawton

• Smithfield Town Council 2016 – Present, Vice President 2018
• Married to Kerri Pryor Lawton and proud father to Smithfield Public School graduates
Jessica, Jacob, & Allison
• Graduate of Rhode Island College; B.S. Business Management
• Proudly served as liaison to the Boyle Athletic Complex Building Committee, Diversity,
Equity, and Inclusion Task Force, Economic Development Commission, Fire Department
Task Force and McCabe Basketball Court Committee

Councilman Sean M. Kilduff

•
•
•
•
•

Smithfield Town Council, 2018-present; Vice President, 2020-present
Council liaison to Historic Preservation, Economic Development & Water Advisory Boards
Member, Traffic Safety Commission
Graduate of Smithfield High School (2013), B.A. from Rhode Island College (2021)
Global Security Representative at Fidelity Investments

Councilwoman Angelica L. Bovis

•
•
•
•
•

Smithfield Town Council 2020-Present
Life-long resident of Smithfield and graduate of Smithfield public schools
Practicing attorney in Rhode Island and Massachusetts
Advocate for preservation, recreation, and open space
Developed, in conjunction with the capital committee, a forward looking improvement
plan to address the town’s aging infrastructure
• Scrutinize town spending to ensure minimal tax increases

Candidate Kate Zimmerman

•
•
•
•
•

Married to Greg, lifelong resident
Mother to Julia, Jameson, Sophie & Ellie
President & Owner of RockPoint Wealth Management
Co-Coach 2022 Gallagher MS Boys & Girls Northern Div. Championship Track teams
Chairwoman of Smithfield Budget & Financial Review Board for past 2 years

Candidate John J. Tassoni, Jr.

• A life-long resident of Smithfield
• Currently President/Chief Executive Officer for the Substance Use and Mental Health
Leadership Council of Rhode Island
• Former six-term State senator and well-known business leader
• TV and radio talk show host
• Former union executive and State of RI mediator with over 35 years of experience in the
private sector and labor community

We respectfully ask for your support.

VOTE on

Tuesday, November 8, 2022!
Visit us on Facebook Smithfield RI Democratic Party
Paid for by the Smithfield Democratic Town Committee,
Lawrence J. Mancini, Chair
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Smithfield's New Dog Park - A Place for Pets and People

By Paul Lonardo

The Smithfield Dog Park has been a long
time in coming, but now that it is finally
here, the members of the community
are more excited than ever, according to
Smithfield Town Councilwoman, Suzy
Alba, who has been involved with the
project for ten years. “It’s these types
of projects that make a community,
these kinds of recreational opportunities
that brings communities together,” the
councilwoman says.
The grand opening of the dog park,
scheduled to take place on October 16,
is set to begin at 10 am. The members
of the Dog Park Committee, along with
town officials, as well as leadership from
Bryant University will all be on hand; and
the residents of the town are encouraged
to join in the festivities.
The initial concept for a dog park in
Smithfield was something that was
conceived many years ago, and one the
first people to champion the project was
Beth Cerroni.
“I see a lot of people walking their dogs
on leashes on busy streets,” she says. “I
belief that dogs need to run and people
need to be safe.”

Dog Park Committee members from
a previous dog walk fundraiser. From
left: Anita Dudemaine, Suzy Alba, Beth
Cerroni and Elaine Amoriggi.

28 | OCTOBER 2022

Beth spearheaded the earliest efforts to
make this dog park a reality, working
alongside the late John Jenkins, who
sadly passed in 2019 before their vision
could be fully realized. Beth is sure
John would be proud of what has been
achieved by the efforts of so many in the
community.
It was challenging just finding a piece of
land that all the residents of Smithfield
could get behind. Over the last decade or
so, many different locations for the park
were considered before the current site
was settled upon. The recent delays have
had to do with the shortage of building
materials and supply chain issues, but it
will be worth the wait when the town’s
newest recreational area is filled with
dogs running freely while their owners
chat with one another.
As someone who loves dogs and has had
pets her whole life, Beth has always felt
that the town needed to have a place of its
own where dogs and people could gather
together.
“There are people out there who are
alone, just them and their dogs,” Beth
says. “It’s nice for them to have a place to
take their dogs, where they can come and

Suzy Alba and team members rounding
up the dogs and their owners to start
the dog walk from Smithfield High
School to the Senior Center and back.

just sit and relax, talk and make friends.”
Over the years, many people were
involved in bringing this project to
fruition, but more recently the town
personnel responsible include Kevin
Cleary, town engineer, Mike Phillips,
the town planner, Gene Allen, the DPW
Director, and of course everyone on The
Dog Park Committee who took time
out of their busy lives to get involved in
the fundraising that was needed to help
bring this moment to fruition. The Thirsty
Beaver was a local restaurant that was a
big help in the collective effort, as was
Stanley Tree, who donated their services,
and Douglas Lumber, who subsidized the
cost of the fencing.
“I’m incredibly proud of the hard work
of the dog park committee members
for never giving up on this project,”
says Councilwoman Alba. “It may have
taken us several years, but it shows
what determination and teamwork can
accomplish for a community. I was proud
to work alongside the committee to
produce what I know will be a community
gem for dog owners in Smithfield and
surrounding communities.”
See Dog Park, page 29

Peter Amoriggi and his dog Vino
waiting for the walk to start.

Dog Park, from page 28
The dogs will definitely have fun, but this park was also designed
with the pet owners in mind in order to enhance the experience for
us two-legged creatures. The location is ideal, a bucolic setting with
a rolling terrain and plenty of shade. The doggie recreation area will
be divided into two sections, one for big dogs and one for smaller
dogs, with separate entrances for each section with the same canine
amenities on each side, including water fountains to keep both pooch
and person adequately hydrated.

GRAND OPENING

If anyone is willing to help, donating their time or materials that
might be a good fit for the dog park, feel free to contact the town
manager’s office.
“We’re always looking for additional support to further expand and
put something back into the property,” says Town Manager, Randy
Rossi.
Located in the Esmond and Georgiaville section of town, at 354
Farnum Pike, across from the LAN-REX Industrial Park, the 1.4-acre
parcel of land was leased to the town by Bryant University. The
agreement was approved this past March, with the town paying $1
per year for five years, and the option of renewing the lease for an
additional 10 years. There is no lighting at the facility, so the dog
park will be open every day during daylight hours.

October 16
at 10 a.m.

354 Farnum Pike, Smithfield, RI

across from the LAN-REX Industrial Park
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Meet the Keeper of the Stories of the Esmond Mills
It’s Iconic Bunny Blankets, and the Lives of So Many Who Participated in One of Smithfield’s
Historic Industries
By Peg Brown
Sandra Achille, an historian by
advocation and key source of the history
of Esmond Mills, didn’t begin life
expecting to collect hundreds of Esmond
Mills “bunny blankets” together with the
history of the changes that occurred in
mill life throughout the twentieth century.
In fact, it was not until she purchased a
home in the shadow of the former mill
that she began her journey as collector,
archivist and story teller.
Esmond had been known at various times
as Allenville (build in 1813) and Enfield
for a series of mill owners throughout the
nineteenth century. However, Esmond,
the final textile operator in this village,
pulled down the pre-existing mills and
moved most of the textile workers’ homes
after buying the village in 1905. The
home that began Sandra on her journey
was one of the originals that remained
on its original plot. Workers’ houses
from the Esmond Mills era are generally
well-preserved and many of the duplexes
along the west side of Waterman Avenue
(Farnum Pike) are designed based on the
English model industrial towns of the
early twentieth century. Esmond Mill,
constructed of brick with impressive
spandrel-arched windows, operated from
1905-6 until its closure in 1948. It then
became the headquarters for Benny’s.
There have been several histories written
about Smithfield’s mill life and the
growth of the town by local published
historians such as Jim Ignasher, who
has also written a history of the SmithAppleby House, another of Sandra’s
passions. It was actually in her role as
“informal archivist” of Smith-Appleby
House that I first met Sandra and learned
of her extensive knowledge of the mill
and its products. Several years ago, she
had displayed much of her collection in
the rooms of this historic home. Most
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recently we collaborated on a story of the
Smithfield Raiders based on donations
made to the “Town Room.”
Sandra connected with Smith-Appleby
House while she was attending her son’s
school museum night at Old County
School. She found herself chatting with
Maggie Botelho, who has served in every
executive volunteer board role for the
house, and Deb Cote, who for decades
has been volunteering and organizing
both on and off-site educational programs
mostly for children. Sandra was hooked!
Over the past six years she, together with
other volunteers, has worked to promote
the mission of the Historical Society of
Smithfield which owns the house, to
collect, maintain and share the history
of Smithfield. The Historical Society
has hosted hundreds of open houses and
special programs on site, as well as in
every elementary school in Smithfield. In
addition, collaborative historical projects
have been undertaken with students from
Bryant and URI.
During our interview, Sandra recounted
several very personal and gratifying
moments she has experienced while
volunteering. For example, she was
contacted by one of Elijah Smith’s
ancestors, the original owner of the
home. Lee Smith from Arkansas who
was inquiring about the last members of
his family, Thomas and Elnathan Smith,
spent a day with Sandra. She guided
him to Providence to the search for the
grave of John Smith Jr., the miller, who
had a relationship with Roger Williams.
In addition, she also attempted to take
him to yet another relative’s grave in
Harmony that unfortunately was landlocked and inaccessible. In addition to
several other Smiths, Lee is also related
to the Whipple family.

Sandra Achille

She has also corresponded with Eva
Rescinow of New York who was working
on a book about important ballerinas
that included Arlene Croce whose dad
worked at the mill. Other interesting
contacts pursued by Sandra, who also
collects Indian trade and camp blankets
made by the mills, include the author
Barry Friedman, who has written the
definitive book on these textiles. The
book, Chasing Rainbows, has an entire
chapter on the Esmond Mills. Not only
was Barry a writer for Johnny Carson,
but one of his most famous clients is Dale
Chihuly, well know glass artist with roots
at Rhode Island School of Design, but
whose early and continuing interests are
in native American textiles and baskets.
Sandra actually purchased a blanket from
Barry, which was in very good condition.
However, because it was not 100 percent
cotton, it is considered to have less value
than other Indian and trade blankets.
See Meet the Keeper, page 31

Meet the Keeper, from page 30
Sandra will have the opportunity to
continue her passion and story-telling for
and about the Esmond Mills, as she has
been asked by Robert Leach, Chairman
of the Smithfield Historical Preservation
Commission, to be the Curator for the
museum planned for the stone building,
next to Smithfield Neighborhood Center,
now undergoing extensive renovations.
Sandra intends to donate much of her
collection to that site for permanent
public display.
Author’s note: Many in town may know
Sandra as the “Flower Lady.” From
her extensive flower garden, she makes
bouquets for anyone to take, and often
distributes them to town offices and other

sites. Last year she gave away over 120
such bouquets and in on track to break
that record this year. One of her most
heart-warming stories is of a woman who
said she was taking a vase to put on her
mother’s grave site.

Esmond Collection on Display

Smith-Appleby House is always
looking for volunteers to continue its
important community programming
and to fulfill the mission of the
Historical Society of Smithfield.
In addition, the site and home
are available for special events,
including weddings and special
photo sessions. Please visit the
website, Smithapplebyhouse.
org, for more information and for
additional articles and photographs
of Smithfield’s history and its
people. If you are interested in
becoming a volunteer or have
items to donate, contact Sandra
at smithapplebycurator@gmail.
com. To share Esmond Mill stories
or artifacts, please contact Sandra
directly, sandrachillie@gmail.com.

PRESS RELEASE
As residents of Smithfield for 27 years, Michael and his wife, Cheryl, an active member of
the Smithfield Land Trust, appreciate the unique character and attributes of Smithfield.
Michael Iannotti is committed to the maintenance of Smithfield’s farms, open spaces, and
the preservation of its historic heritage. “We experienced the tremendous value of open
space to the town during the pandemic lockdown. While many other recreational
opportunities were limited, Smithfield residents were able enjoy the benefits of walking on
our many hiking trails maintained by both the Conservation Commission and Land Trust.
The town’s open spaces and recreational assets add quality of life benefits that cannot be
quantified.” As a member of the Town Council, Iannotti will seek to preserve and
enhance the unique character and attributes of Smithfield.
Michael Iannotti

For the full article, please go to smithfieldtimesri.net

PRESS RELEASE

Rachel Toppi

My name is Rachel Toppi and I am running for Smithfield Town Council. I have been a
resident of Smithfield for nearly 30 years. I graduated from Smithfield High School, hold
a Bachelor’s from URI, and a Master’s in Industrial & Organizational Psychology. My
work experience as a Recruiter coupled with my education gives me specialized insight in
interviewing and hiring the right individuals for town boards and commissions. As an
endorsed Republican, I wish to provide a much-needed balance on the Council and to
make sure things are done ethically, in the best interests of residents, and in accordance
with the Town Charter. With a balanced Council, we can collaborate on making
Smithfield a great place to live, work, and enjoy. My goal is not to climb the political
ladder, but rather to be of service to residents and to offer new ideas to ensure the town
progresses in a pleasant, safe, and responsible direction.
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R.J. Lawn Care, Inc.
“Where Pride Makes the Difference”

Since
1987

Industrial • Commericial • Residential

Aeration – Overseeding
Shrub Removal • Planting Shrubs/Trees • Pruning Bushes/Small Trees
Overgrown Vine/Brush Removal • Landscape Design

(401) 764-0256 • www.rjlawncare.com
Fully insured, including Workers’ Compensation.
Protect yourself – always ask for proof of insurance.

We answer the phone, return phone calls and show up for appointments.

Online Instant Quote

jm
power
washing
401-595-0726
www.powerwashing.com
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Re-Elect Bernard Hawkins

State Representative and Independent Voice
Hawkins’ Priorities
• Stand up for taxpayers against
wasteful spending.
• Reduce the minimum income tax
paid by small businesses.
• Support law enforcement and fight
any effort to “defund the police.”
Paid for by Friends of Bernard Hawkins

Our State Representative

Gregory

COSTANTINO
Gregory is committed to delivering meaningful
results for our communities

The Costantino Commitment
• I will never accept campaign
donations from special interests.
• I will never vote to defund our police.
• I will never vote to raise taxes.
Paid for by Friends of Gregory Costantino
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Brian Rea
for
State
Representative

DILIGENCE NOT POLITICS

What I believe in
Supporting hard working individuals and their families.
Education - I believe while we are fortunate to have amazing teachers, we must
look to encourage parental involvement within our educational process.

We must also fulfill the need for significant security upgrades, within our
school environment.

We must have safe and effective education.
Reducing crippling regulations and unfunded mandates placed on our towns, our
schools, and our daily lives by politicians in the State House.
Creating a fertile business environment for business and job opportunities to
flourish.
Protecting our open spaces and maintain the beauty that Smithfield is privileged
to enjoy.
Lowering homeowner and retirement taxes so citizens can afford to retire
comfortably here in their home state.

It is time to put an end to the political

Super Majority that has brought our state:
* SUCH HIGH TAXES *SPECIAL INSIDER DEALS *
FAILED POLICIES OVER EVERY ASPECT OF OUR LIVES
*MY PLEDGE* I believe in our state, and I believe in our communities. I am pledging that 1/3 of my
net legislative salary will be reinvested into two, $2000 annual scholarships for graduating seniors.
One for each town in District 53

Paid for by the Friends of Brian Rea
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PMA Handyman Services
For all your small home projects:
Kitchen Installments, Carpentry,
Tile Work, Flooring, Painting,
Light Plumbing and Electrical.
Anything that needs repairing.

Proudly Representing 30
Insurance Companies including

Call Pete Amoriggi at

401-837-4117

PMAHandyman@gmail.com
Come Help Us

Trust a local agency with the experience to create
a customized insurance plan for your home and autos.
For a complimentary review call 401.769.9500.

No job is too small!

Licensed #42112
and Insured
Free Quotes

Free Workshops
October 4th – 8th

10 a.m. – 12 p.m. days or
6:30 – 9 p.m. evenings

All participants with receive 15% off their
entire purchase. Deadline November 18!

Paint Ornaments • Write Letters
• Decorate Gift Bags •

For Christmas Time for our Veteran Soldiers.
Also collecting candy and candy canes or you can help with delivery.

WOOD ITEMS & MORE

www.hunterinsurance.net

PRODUCTS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Washed Sand/ Mason Sand
Concrete Sand ASTMC-33
Beach Sand
Bedding, Pool, Play Sand
Recycled Concrete and Asphalt
Leach Field Gravel
Clay
Sandy Fill
6” Minus Borrow
Loam Tail Ends
Screened Loam
Infield Diamond Mix
100% Crushed Asphalt
Special Engineered Planting Soil
Stone Dust
Pea & Chip Stone

576 Putnam Pike • Greenville, RI 02828 • (401) 949-3550

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

3/4”, 1¼” & 2” Stone
1¼” Processed Gravel
3” Minus Base Stone
3”- 8” Gabion Stone
FIiter Stone
Double Washed Septic Stone
Rip Rap R2·R12
Jetty Stone
Armor Stone
High Strength Jersey Barriers
6 x 6 x 2 Interlocking Blocks
Ready-mix Concrete
High quality/strength mixture
Front Discharge Mixers
10 Wheelers, Tri Axle
Trailer Dumps

DELIVERY OF ALL PRODUCTS

www.mssccorporation.com

401.232.3010

Headquarters: 618 Greenville Road, North Smithfield, RI 02896
Quarry Location: 1 Pine Hill Road , North Smithfield, RI 02896
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Inside The Brown Bag |

By Peg Brown

The Iconic Fashion Dolls—Have Their Eyes on YOUR Closet!
For almost six decades this ageless
couple has shaped playtime and fashion
choices; adapted to criticism and
changing American demography; and,
if you can believe the latest in fashion
magazines, are bringing the “Barbiecore”
trend to both haute couture runways and
a closet near you. Yes, Barbie and her
best male friend Ken, often described as
the two most popular dolls in the world,
are center stage in fashion design and
choice again. In June, when the first
photos of the sets of next July’s release of
the new “Barbie” movie were published,
fuchsia and neon-green were declared
“in.” Proof? The hashtag “Barbiecore”
currently has almost 27 million views on
TikTok. (WSJ, Aug. 20-21, 2022)
I am too old to have played with Barbie,
as her launch on March 9, 1959, found
me more interested in junior high
sock hops than toys. The dolls of my
adolescence were mostly representative
of infants and pre-pubescent girls. I did
have a Vogue Ginny doll that had a large
wardrobe, and one Christmas I received
a bride doll (complete with red steamer
trunk). However, you were more likely
to find us spending rainy days cutting out
paper dolls and their accessories (which
maddingly never stayed put with those
little white paper tabs!)
It was these paper dolls that actually
inspired the creator of Barbie, Ruth
Handler, to suggest the prototype of
today’s Barbie. She saw that her daughter
(surprise! Surprise! Barbara) often gave
her paper dolls “adult roles.” However,
when she suggested to her husband who
just happened to be a co-founder of
Mattel that they manufacture an adult
looking doll, he rejected the idea. A
trip to Germany, the purchase of three
dolls named Bild Lilli (after a comic
strip character), and a reevaluation and
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redesign of that doll, led to Barbie’s debut
at the American International Toy Fair
in NYC. That first Barbie, now highly
collectible, sported a zebra striped onepiece swimsuit and a high pony tail in
either a blonde or brunette.
When Barbie premiered on the eve of the
1960s, she and Mattel were not without
critics. Most commonly, she was and
is hailed as representing an unhealthy
body image to young girls, since at an
estimated 5’9” tall her waist would have
measured in real life at just 18 inches. In
response Mattel did widen her waist in
1997 and in 2016 introduced Barbies with
a “tall,” “petite,” or “curvy” body style.
However, controversy has continued
because the curvy model only equates
to a size 4 (US), and surveys of children
choosing a new Barbie doll found the
“curvy” “too fat.”
Other criticisms have centered on her as
being stereotypical. Mattel has addressed
this over the past decades by portraying
her in a variety of roles, including
veterinarian, baseball player, dentist,
scuba diver, doctor, air force pilot, and
vast number of other professional roles,
including Olympic athletes.
Mattel’s most recent efforts to keep
Barbie current was the release in 2018
of “Barbie Celebrates Role Models,” a
product line that featured 17 dolls known
as “sheroes”, representing diversity
and achievements of extraordinary
women. Mattel continues to release dolls
representing significant achievements by
women from around the world.
Ken, Barbie’s on again-off again
boyfriend has also undergone several
transformations since his introduction
in 1961. Ken too has a “real name”
(Kenneth Carson), a similar fictionalized

background, and, like Barbie, has been
issued in the role of over 40 occupations.
In 2021 Mattel announced that Ken
would be released with 15 new looks,
including different skin tones, body types
and hair styles. But he still retains his
“six-pack abs” and hasn’t really changed
all that much, still appearing youthful at
age 56.
However, back to your closet. Fashion
editors advise that both men and women
choosing to be part of the current
Barbiecore trend to begin in a small way
by adding a jacket or an accessory in a
bold color. Men might look at wearing
pale denim or a sleeveless vest with no
shirt. And women, there’s a bold pink
power suit just waiting to be added to that
little black dress.
Author’s notes:
• Barbie’s full name is Barbara
Millicent Roberts. She has fictional
parents, comes from a fictional town,
and attended a fictional high school.
• Mattel estimated that in 2006 over
a billion Barbie dolls had been sold
world-wide – or three every second.
• Barbie is now available in 22 skin
tones, 94 hair colors, 13 eye colors
and five body types.
• It is estimated that there are over
100,000 Barbie collectors who spend
an average of $1,000 a year on their
hobby.
• In 2020 Mattel sold over $1.3
BILLION worth of Barbie dolls and
accessories.
She’s here to stay! Buy something fuchsia
or neon green and get with the trend! Or,
if you want to emulate Ken, designers
suggest that you begin by dyeing your
hair blonde and getting to a gym.
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The Nature of Things |

by James Gass

Porcupines in ... Smithfield?
Porcupines (Erethizon dorsatum) are
common in some parts of New England,
but not in Rhode Island. They are one
of our rarest mammals. Although I often
see porcupines (and dens) on my USDA
job in Worcester County, I have never
seen any in Rhode Island, and have only
found two active porcupine dens, both
in Glocester. That is why I was surprised
to learn that there have been records
of these shy and reclusive animals in
Smithfield.
According to Charles Brown, former
Wildlife Biologist for Rhode Island
DEM, most porcupine sightings have
been in the northwest part of the state.
There are recent confirmed records
from Cumberland, Smithfield, Exeter
and Hopkinton. Earlier records from
the 1960’s mention sightings in North
Smithfield, Scituate and Glocester. But
Brown didn’t disclose the exact location
of the observation in Smithfield probably
to protect the animal, as porcupines are
considered a nuisance by some people
because they damage trees. All known
dens in the state are at rocky outcrops
with stands of hemlocks and flowing
water nearby.
Porcupines occur throughout Northern
New England, New York, Pennsylvania,
most of Canada, and parts of the northern
US. They utilize a wide variety of
habitat types, but in the northeast they
are usually found in mixed forests with
deciduous trees and conifers.
The first time I saw a porcupine that
wasn’t in a zoo was in Washington
County, Maine. My wife and I were
camping at Cobscook Bay State Park,
located four miles south of Dennysville.
The park and campground are right on
the water and the place is filled with

38 | OCTOBER 2022

wildlife. We were taking an evening
stroll along a trail adjacent to a salt marsh
when we noticed an animal moving
slowly along the edge of the marsh,
eventually making its way up onto the
trail. It was a porcupine, and it was
walking straight towards us, not looking
up. We just stood there and watched,
wondering what it was going to do.
Finally, when it was about five feet from
us, it realized we were there and quickly
turned around, making upset porcupine
noises as it shuffled hurriedly away.
The first time I saw a porcupine den in
Rhode Island was many years ago when
Ken Weber took me to one. It was at the
George Washington Management Area
in Glocester, well off the trail (Ken was
disdainful of trails generally speaking,
preferring to bushwhack instead). The
second one I found was just last winter
at William B. Klutz Woodland, also
in Glocester, not far from the George
Washington Management Area. What
struck me about both dens was the huge
pile of droppings at the entrance, a sure
sign that a porcupine is living there.
Both were in typical porky habitat, rocky
outcroppings near hemlocks. Porcupines
also den in hollow trees or sometimes
create burrows in the ground.
In Rhode Island, porcupines are the
second largest rodent next to beavers,
weighing in at 10 to 20 pounds (beavers
can get up to 60 pounds). They are slow
and deliberate, preferring to stay high
up in the trees. They are black or dark
brown in color with longer guard hairs
tipped in white. Porcupines are famous
for having quills, which are actually
modified guard hairs. Adults can have as
many as 30,000 quills which are hollow
and cover most of the body except the
muzzle, legs and belly. The quills have

backward facing barbs and release from
the porcupine’s skin when pressure is
applied. They can be painful and difficult
to remove, as many unfortunate dog
owners have learned. When threatened,
a porcupine will get into a defensive
posture where the attacker is faced with
its backside, where the longest quills
are. They can’t throw their quills, but
will swat their quilled tail at a predator.
Fishers are one of the few natural
predators of porcupines. They avoid the
quills by repeatedly striking the animal in
the face until it succumbs.
Porcupines are herbivores and feed
on a variety of items including buds,
twigs, leaves and the bark of trees and
other plants. They also eat nuts, fruits
and berries, depending on the season.
They are skilled climbers and usually
feed in trees at night. Hemlocks are a
favored winter food item. You can tell
a porcupine is using a tree because the
ground below will be covered with
“niptwigs” that were cut by the animal.
Areas with high porcupine numbers can
result in tree damage, removal of bark,
and damage to orchards or backyard fruit
trees, thus earning them the enmity of
many foresters and landowners.
Porcupines are protected by RIDEM. It
is illegal to be in possession of one, and
there is no open season for hunting them.
And that makes me glad. We don’t have
that many to begin with!

Your Smithfield Endorsed
★ Republican Candidates ★

From left to right:

★ Rachel Toppi - Town Council ★ Brian Rea - State Representative, District 53
★ Amanda Fafard - School Committee
★ Peter Trementozzi - State Representative, District 44
★ Susan Grenon - Town Council ★ Michael Iannotti - Town Council
★ Jessica Sala - School Committee ★ Paul Santucci - Senate, District 22
★ Richard Iannitelli - School Committee

Together, a better Smithfield
Together, a better Rhode Island
Paid for by the Smithfield Republican Town Committee
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Community Cat Center
The Smithfield Times Magazine and the Community Cat Center are working together to find loving
homes for kitties that are currently living in their shelter. Here are their stories:

KIKI –

Say hello to Kiki
whose family
became homeless.
Unfortunately, they
had to give Kiki up.
It took time for her
to regain her appetite
and begin to socialize
with others. This
petite, laidback little
lady enjoys getting pets, love, lounging and looking out
the window. Kiki has stunning green eyes and beautiful
tiger markings dashed across her white fur. Are you the
special person to give Kiki her forever home?

VINNY & PAULY D: –

NIBBLES –

Introducing Nibbles who
is charming, flirtatious,
playful and lovable.
This girl is an absolute
peach and a pleasure to
be around. Nibbles is
female, approximately
6 - 8 months old and has
bright green eyes with
brown and black tiger
stripes. Nibbles loves her people friends and socializes
well with other cats too. She loves to play with toys,
explore her surroundings and seeks pets and attention.
Nibbles is a genuine lovebug who will steal your heart
and be a wonderful addition to the right home.

Meet the dynamic duo - Vinny
and Pauly D. These two bonded
siblings are both FEMALES
and are approximately 8
months old. These orange tabby
sisters were previously living
outside. Once they arrived at
the CCC, it was determined
they are FIV positive.
Regardless, they are playful
and lovable. This pair will keep you smiling whether playing with
their toys, cat napping together, or grooming each other. Vinny and
Pauly D are patiently waiting for their forever home which should
be as only cats or with other FIV positive cats.

RODGERS, a double positive kitty
(FeLV &
FIV), found
his happilyever-after
forever
home with
the lovely
and amazing
Barbara
shown in
this photo.

All cats adopted from the Community Cat Center have been spayed/neutered, vaccinated and microchipped.
If you are interested in adopting any of the cats featured in this article, please submit an application today which can be
found in the link below. The CCC will only be accepting pre-approved applicants for meet and greet appointments once
the completed application has been received.
https://www.communitycatcenter.com/adoptions.html
A no-kill shelter is an animal shelter that does not kill healthy or treatable animals even when the shelter is full, reserving
euthanasia for terminally ill animals or those considered dangerous to public safety.
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Recipe Swap!
Pumpkin Squares
Ingredients:
• 1 (15 ounce) can pumpkin puree or homemade
• 2 cups white sugar
• 1 cup vegetable oil
• 4 large eggs
• 2 cups all-purpose flour
• 2 teaspoons ground cinnamon

•
•
•
•
•
•

2 teaspoons baking powder
1 teaspoon baking soda
½ teaspoon ground cloves
½ teaspoon ground ginger
½ teaspoon ground nutmeg
½ teaspoon salt

Directions:
• Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C). Grease a 9x13-inch
baking pan.
• Mix pumpkin, sugar, oil, and eggs together in a mixing bowl until
smooth.
• Sift flour, cinnamon, baking powder, baking soda, cloves, ginger,
nutmeg, and salt together in a separate bowl. Stir flour mixture into the
pumpkin mixture until well combined. Spread evenly into the prepared pan.
• Bake in the preheated oven until top until tops spring back when lightly pressed, 25 to
30 minutes.
• Remove from the oven and cool completely before topping with Cream cheese frosting
or glaze.
Cut into 24 squares

PRESS RELEASE
As a business owner for 20 years. I understand the hurdles and needs of the
business community. As the Director of Facilities for a charte corporation, I
have twenty-one years of experience creating the best possible infrastructure
in a campus setting while working within the confines of a restricted budget.
For the better part of three decades I have actively worked with such entities
such as the Conservation Law Foundation from Washington D.C. to create real
change that has compelled the state landfill to adhere to laws such as the Clean
Brian Rea and Family
Air Act.
I have worked hard on behalf of patients under duress from unfair costly medical coverage and pharmaceutical corporate
greed, working for folks to receive the care and medications they need. Most importantly, as a husband and a father I
understand the hopes and dreams that every Rhode Islander has for their children/families. My pledge: I believe in our state,
and I believe in our communities. I am pledging that 1/3 of my net legislative salary will be reinvested into students of
Smithfield and Glocester by creating two $2000 annual scholarships for graduating seniors.
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50-years Ago – October 1972
The October 5, 1972 issue of The Observer looked similar to
our Magazine today with political ads. Individuals who were
running for Town Council here in Smithfield included: Frank
Bell, John Clossick, Dave Coia, Ray Flynn and Tom Fogarty.
The Statewide Candidacy included: Dr. Dan Russell for State
Senate and Robert H. Harrison and J. Camille Peloquin for
State Representative.
Appointments were made as follows for the Smithfield
Conservation Committee: Doris Cook of Greenville Avenue,
Alfred J. D’Angelo of Old County Road and Donna V. Morgan
of Scenic View Drive.
Carl DiCandio of Barnes Street and Reverend Robert McIntyre,
Chaplin of St. Aloysius Home were appointed on the Narcotic
Guidance Council. Hmmm, do we still have one of those today?
This year also included candidates for Smithfield High School’s
Homecoming Queen. They included: Marcia Bradbury, Debra
Cerroni, Ann Natalizia, Julie Guidone, Eileen Provonsil, Laurea
Payette, Marie Parakian, Sandra Goodwin, Ann Fiske, and
Doreen Marinaccio.

consultation with Zsa Zsa Gabor’s own Beauty Consultant with
her “elegant beauty collection”! With any purchase of Zsa Zsa’s
product, one would receive a “FREE GIFT!” “A Stunning Lip
Design Kit – a $9 Value”!
Speaking of beauty, in another ad directed at Senior Citizens
stated, “Are you feeling neglected lately and down in the
dumps? I’ll not only make you feel better, but look better too!
Call and make your appointment for wash, cut, conditioned and
style for $4.00” What a bargain!
The week of October 9 through October 13 featured some
delicious School Lunch menus!! Wednesday, for instance,
included “Hamburg Delight” (remember that!!?) with fluffy
rice, corn niblets, home-made bread with butter, Cherry Jello
with Fruit and Milk.” Now that almost tops Thursday’s choice
of , “Braised Beef, whipped Potatoes (Yummy) Carrots,
homemade Roll (?!) with butter, Lemon Square, and Milk”. All
for 40 cents!!
Dutchland Farms was offering Grade A Large Eggs for 49 cents
per dozen and Hoods Ice Cream for 79 cents for a half gallon;

The Village Pharmacy was offering a 20 minute beauty

NOVEMBER 4–6, 2022
WaterFire Arts Center

See 50-years Ago, page 43

In December find unique
gifts and crafts at the

475 Valley Street, Providence, RI
Friday 5–9, Saturday 10–6, Sunday 10–4

Admission: $10 | FREE PARKING

finefurnishingsshows.com

Annual show offering handmade
furniture, décor and art.

Holiday
December 3 & 4, 2022
Saturday & Sunday | 10-4

WaterFire Arts Center
Free admission | free parking

Come join us for an exciting
Holiday marketplace.

The Parade of Chairs curated by David Price of DEP Creative
Over 100 artists, craftsmen and students including many new exhibitors!
Handmade home décor for the home & garden
Student Work from RISD and North Bennet Street School
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Make it a handmade gift year –
thousands of exciting and creative
items for everyone on your list.

50-years Ago, from page 42
79 cents could also buy you a package of “Nepco Franks, extra
mild” (tasty!) . “Old Dutch Margarine” was only 19 cents per
lb. (I wonder what was in that??) ,; and don’t forget the “Spray
Starch” (what’s that??) for only 29 cents!!
Highland Orchards of North Scituate was the place to go for
the, “Highland Queen Restaurant”, “Famous apples you can
eat in the Dark” (what does that mean!?) , and “Uncle Bob’s
Fort Frostee”. No trip would be complete without a ride on the
“Highland and Cider River Railroad”, the old steam powered
locomotive. A great family outing!

Yankee Tree Service, Inc.
Lincoln, RI

24/7 Emergency Service

Robert Choiniere, Licensed Arborist #785

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL
Celebrating Our 10th Year in Business
• Tree Removal and Pruning
• Stump Grinding
• Brush Removal
• Bucket Truck
• Bobcat Work

2022 ProJo
People’s Choice Award Winner!

VILLAGE PAWS

We’re here to suit your busy schedule.
Best grooming, great prices and the most
experienced groomers in the area.

The Home of Doodle Queens

Special

Kitty Lion Cut

$55.00 (reg. $70.00)

(Discounts can’t be combined.)

615 Putnam Pike Greenville, RI

401.949.5000
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Move in Before August 31, 2022

SU

Crossword Puzzle

OnlineCrosswords.net

This is the Daily Crossword Puzzle #4 for Sep 15, 2022
Across
1. Central
5. Path
9. Writing tablet
14. Land parcel
15. Summer treats
16. Photocopier liquid
17. Sneaker ties
19. Modify
20. Less chewy
21. Burstyn and DeGeneres
22. Scottish girl
23. Sub shop
24. Made docile
27. Clairvoyant one
29. Brew coffee
33. Lincoln, informally
34. Famed boxer
35. Cookie cooker
36. Pea holders
38. Bride's path
40. Tempo
41. Correct copy
42. President after HST
43. Payable
44. Art ____
45. She, in Madrid
47. Swerves
49. Back of the neck
51. Face covering
53. ____ Einstein
56. Not year-round
60. Mixed greens
61. Asian country
62. Pedro's friend
63. Egg on
64. Send forth
65. Document
66. Lager
67. Cincinnati baseballers

Find the solution at
https://onlinecrosswords.net/75815

Down
1. Sail support
2. Long (for)
3. Steel ingredient
4. Sewing tool
5. Fibbers
6. Entry
7. Poetic contraction
8. Road curve
9. Stable section
10. Candy on a stick
11. Opening wager
12. Juvenile
13. Is mistaken

18. Conduct
21. Weird
23. Valley
24. Recorded
25. Dwelling
26. Army doctor
28. Artist's prop
30. Dodge
31. Happen again
32. Leg joints
37. Caveman's time (2
wds.)
38. Highly skilled
39. Motionless

46. Get even for
47. Passport
endorsement
48. Las Vegas bride,
often
50. Passion
52. Enthusiastic
53. PDQ's kin
54. Dalai ____
55. Radar spot
56. Royal address
57. Alaskan port
58. Dry
59. Leases
61. Hero sandwich

Answers to puzzle on page 42
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Mount Washington; A Ghost Story

By Thomas D’Agostino

Mount Washington is the most prominent
peak east of the Mississippi River,
stretching 6,288 ft into the sky. The
observatory atop Mount Washington
recorded the world’s highest speed
wind gust in 1934 at 231 miles per hour.
That record stood until 1996, when an
unmanned instrument station in Barrow
Island, Australia, recorded a new record
of 253 miles per hour during Tropical
Cyclone Olivia. The Mount Washington
record still remains the highest in America
and the highest witnessed by a living
person.
The mountain was also the first to have
a “Tip Top House.” Adventurers would
travel from the Glen House at the base
of Mount Washington to the Tip Top
House, where they could spend the night
marveling at some of New England's
most magnificent scenery. People from all
walks of life took the opportunity to travel
the path or rail that led to the top of the
mountain where the house awaited their
company. Many hikers over the centuries
have braved the elements and taken in the
scenic wonder Mount Washington offers.
Some have succumbed to the merciless
mountain’s unpredictable climate changes.
No wonder that there might be a few spirits
lingering along the peak of New England’s
highest elevation.

www.tomdagostino.com

One of the most tragic events occurred on
September 14, 1855, when twenty-threeyear-old Lizzie Bourne of Kennebunk,
Maine, along with her cousin, Lucy
Bourne, and uncle, George, left the Glen
House to ascend the mountain at about
2:00 pm. Starting at such a late hour in the
day was an unwise decision, the company
had not yet reached their destination by
nightfall.
A fierce gale suddenly overcame the
region, and the three took shelter behind
a mound of boulders. By 10:00 pm,
Lizzie began showing quick physical
deterioration due to the bitter cold and
snow. Unfortunately, she could not go any
further and expired where they sheltered.
It is alleged that she may have had a heart
condition that contributed to her demise.
Lucy and George made it through the
night and, at sunrise, discovered to their
amazement that they were only a few
hundred yards from the summit house.
Lizzie was buried at Hope Cemetery in
Kennebunk, but a crude stone monument
was erected to commemorate the spot
where she died. In time, the pile of stones
was replaced by a more modern marker
with an inscription of the fateful night
written in prose and poetry.

There is a well-founded tale that on
September 14, of every year the ghost of
Lizzie Bourne can be seen floating about
the marker where she met her demise.
Many years ago, one group of hikers chose
to test the legend on a moonlit night. They
arrived at the Bourne monument and sat
down, talking about the incident. Soon,
the clouds began to obscure what little
moonlight there was. As they readied
to return to the hotel, one of the men
shrieked in horror and pointed toward the
monument. The group turned and saw
a glowing figure rising from the stones.
The misty figure took the form of a young
woman with a sad face and flowing robes.
She pointed toward the Tip Top House and
then silently glided to the ground, lowering
herself to her knees in prayer before fading
away in front of the frightened adventurers.
The moon shone bright on the peak once
again, and the hikers stood alone at the
monument, silent and stunned by what had
just transpired in front of them.
It is written that Lizzie still makes her
appearance at that location on September
14 of each year, watching over the vast
area known as the White Mountains.
Perhaps she is eternally taking in the
scenery she never saw on that fateful
evening so many years ago.

Tim Jones – Cartoonist
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Payne’s Picks |

By Sarah Payne

October 2022
Movie Releases
Triangle of Sadness – October 7

It’s been far too long since I’ve seen a movie in theaters, but this
month Swedish director Ruben Östlund might just get me back.
He spoke to Variety after his film Triangle of Sadness opened
the Sarajevo film festival: “I wanted it to be a wild, entertaining
rollercoaster.” The film, starring Woody Harrelson, is about
a luxury cruise that goes awry and, as Guy Lodge at Variety
writes, takes “aim at the One Percent, western entitlement, the
fashion industry, the arms trade.” Östlund also spoke about his
next project (which also stars Harrelson) about an international
flight that loses in-flight entertainment. He’s interested in
portraying what it’s like “losing the dopamine addiction that we
have in our pocket.” It sounds terrifying!
The Banshees of Inisherin – October 21
According to Variety, The Banshees of Inisherin holds the
record for longest standing ovation at the Venice Film Festival
this year at a whopping 13 minutes. The audience loved the
film so much that ushers had to work to get the crowd moving
so Don’t Worry Darling could run on time. The Banshees of
Inisherin is directed by Martin McDonaugh, who is basically
the king of dark comedies (he directed three of my favorite
recent films – In Bruges, Seven Psychopaths, and Three
Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri). In this film, Colin
Farrell and Brendan Gleeson reunite as lifelong friends who
cause conflict in their community when they abruptly end their
friendship. Lodge writes that it’s a “quietly magnificent film so
caustically, hauntingly and sometimes raucously sad.”
The Good Nurse – October 26
Eddie Redmayne and Jessica Chastain star in this film based
on the true story of serial killer Charles Cullen, a doctor who
admitted to killing close to 40 people over the course of his

career. Chastain plays Cullen’s co-worker, Amy Loughren, who
helped detectives gather evidence by wearing a wire during her
visits with him. Cullen is currently serving 11 consecutive life
sentences at the New Jersey Prison in Trenton.
Movie Reviews
The Batman (HBO)
Yes, I realize I’m about seven months late to the game on this
review. I blame having two kiddos at home and the fact that
three hours is a very long time to sit and watch a movie. So I
waited until I was stuck on a cross-country flight last month to
watch this one, and I thoroughly enjoyed it. Though no one tops
Michelle Pfeiffer as catwoman, Zoë Kravitz brings a unique
edge to the character. I was also pleasantly surprised by Robert
Pattinson’s brooding, emo performance as Batman. The tone
of the film is darker than The Dark Knight (another favorite
of mine), but none of the performances come close to Heath
Ledger’s as the Joker.
Wolf (HBO)
Have you ever started an incredibly boring book and wondered
whether you were wasting your time trying to finish it? That’s
exactly how I felt watching Wolf, about a teenager who believes
he’s a wolf trapped in a human body. I got about halfway
through the film before I decided my time is too valuable for
this nonsense. I kept waiting for some grand revelation or
breakthrough about humanity or morality. Instead I suffered
through scene after scene of George MacKay and Lily-Rose
Depp crawling on the floor like animals and then being punished
at the mental asylum. The film is categorized as “psychological
drama,” yet nothing is ever revealed about past trauma that
might make him think he’s a wolf. I give this one a hard pass for
attempting to be so artsy that every potentially interesting angle
is completely stripped from the film.

Charity Dog Wash to benefit The Kibble Closet
Saturday October 15th
8am - 4pm at Village Paws
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Mary Ellen Curran Rancourt,
AuD, CCC-A
acquired
Twin Rivers Hearing in June.

Are you looking for individualized
hearing solutions?
Services:
• Diagnostic Audiometry (hearing
testing) school age and older
• Hearing aid fitting,
troubleshooting and servicing
• Tinnitus
• Custom earmolds for noise,
musicians, earbuds and other
applications
• Bone anchored hearing devices
(Cochlear and Oticon Medical)
• Adult cochlear implant evals and
mapping (Cochlear)

Are you looking for
individualized hearing
solutions?

375 Farnum Pike, Route 104
SERVICES:
Smithfield, RI 02917
Mary Ellen
• Diagnostic Audiometry (hearing testing)
Curran
school
age and older
401-231-4830 • Text 401-753-3813
• Hearing
aid fitting, troubleshooting & servicing
Rancourt,
• Tinnitus
jlafl0117@gmail.com
AuD, CCC-A

• Custom earmolds for noise, musicians,
earbuds and other applications
Acquired
A&W(Cochlear
Offers Vehicle Pick-Up & Delivery
• Bone
anchored hearing devices
and Oticon
Medical)
Twin
Rivers
From Your Home or Office!
• Adult
cochlear
and and
mapping
Hearing
in implant evalsTo
(Cochlear)
June.
151 Douglas Pike, Smithfield, RI 02917
Expires in 30 days

401-349-0456
frontdesk@hearjoyaudiology.com
Full

401-349-0456

151 Douglas Pike, Smithfield, RI 02917
frontdesk@hearjoyaudiology.com

Synthetic
Oil Change

$15 off

$10 off

Save $25
A/C
Recharge

FREE

CHECK ENGINE
DIAGNOSTIC

Regular price starts at $120

Regular Price $75

Coolant Service

FOUR WHEEL
ALIGNMENT

$99.95

Drain old fluid and refill
with new Coolant

Paul Harrison

Full
Synthetic
Blend
Oil Change

$65.00

Regular Price $149

Regular Price $89.95

$50 off any

$50 off any

Any brake repair
work over $350

General repair work
over $350

Cannot be used with
any other coupon.

Cannot be used with
special order parts.

Realtor

Residential • Commercial
Sales and Leasing
380 Jefferson Blvd., Warwick, RI
148 Boon St., Narragansett, RI
– Now licensed in Massachusetts –

401-473-7059

paul@abbottproperties.com
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Greenville Public Library

573 Putnam Pike, Greenville, RI 02828 – greenvillelibraryri.org
Cassie Patterson greenvilleasstdirector@gmail.com 401-949-3630 ext.117
Adult Events
Mystery Book Club
Tuesday, October 4 at 1:30 pm
The Mystery Book Club will be
discussing Mexican Gothic by Silvia
Moreno-Garcia.
Picnic Table Reads Book Club
Thursday, October 20 at 1:00 pm

Virtual Book Chat
Thursday, October 6 & 20 at 6:00 pm

Monday Matinee
Monday, October 17 at 2:00 pm

Coffee & Books
Wednesday, October 12 at 10:30 am

Please register for all events online:
greenvillelibraryri.org or call
401-949-3630.

Home Sweet Home Book Club
Monday, October 24 at 6:30 pm
Join us from home for our Zoom book
club.

East Smithfield Public Library

50 Esmond Street, RI 02917
Contact Frank Floor – 401-231-5150 x5; Bethany Mott – 401-231-5150 x2
Children’s Programming:
Tiny-Tots Story Time (children 18
months to 3 years old) - Tuesday
mornings from 10:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
Preschool Story Time (children
ages 3 to 5 years old) - Wednesday
mornings from 10:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
Saturday Specials: October 1st @
10:30 a.m. – Family Story Time;
October 15th from 10:30 a.m. to 11:15
a.m. – Playdough Fun; and October
29th from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. –
Lego Club
Heritage Ballet: Creative Dance
Series – Monday, October 3rd from
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.; Monday,
October 17th from 11:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m.
Bookworms Book Group – Thursday,
October 6th @ 4:30 p.m.
“Books Are Fun!” Book Group –
Thursday, October 13th @ 4:30 p.m.
Middle School Book Group –
Tuesday, October 18th @ 4:30 p.m.
Arts and Crafts Club – Monday,
October 17th from 4:00 p.m. to 5:00
p.m.
Kindergarten Countdown – Thursday,
October 20th from 6:30 p.m. to 7:15 p.m.
Halloween Pajama Story Time –
Thursday, October 27th @ 6:30 p.m.
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Young Adult Programming:
Movie Monday- Monday, October 3rd
from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Academic Paper Workshop –
Wednesday, October 5th from 4:30 p.m.
to 5:30 p.m.
A Is for Activism – Friday, October 7th
from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
High School Book Club – Friday,
October 14th from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Journal Monthly Reset – Wednesday,
October 26th from 4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Anime Club – Friday, October 28th from
5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Adult Programming:
Card Club – Thursday, October 6th @
5:30 p.m.
Maker Space: Introduction to Crafting
with the Cricut Makes 3 – Thursday,
October 13th (Basic Vinyl) @ 5:00
p.m. and Thursday, October 20th (Heat
Transfer Vinyl) @ 5:00 p.m.
Individual Technology Help Sessions–
Wednesday evenings from 5:00-7:00 p.m.
Introduction to 3-D Printing – Monday,
October 3rd @ 6:30 p.m., Tuesday,
October 11th @ 6:30 p.m., Tuesday,
October 18th @ 6:30 p.m. and Tuesday,
October 25th @ 6:30 p.m.

Bird House Ornaments – Monday,
October 17th @ 5:30 p.m.
Introduction to Bloxels – Monday,
October 17th @ 6:00 p.m.
Lego Brick Films - LIGHTS ...
CAMERA ... ACTION! – Monday,
October 24th @ 6:00 p.m.
Thursday Night Book Club –
Thursday, October 27th @ 6:00 p.m.
Friends of the Library Events:
Used Book Sale Fundraiser - Hours
are as follows: October 21st - FOL
Members preview 10:00 a.m. – 12:00
noon and General Public: 12:00 noon
– 6:00 p.m.; October 22nd from 10:00
a.m. – 2:00 p.m.; October 24th will be
"Bag of Books" - from 10:00 a.m. – 1:00
p.m. you can fill a bag that we supply for
$3.00.
Coffee, Cake & Conversation Book
Group - Tuesday mornings at 10:30 a.m.
Do You Knit or Crochet? – Looking for
donations and volunteers to make items
for December Holiday Bazaar.
Little Free Food Pantry – Open during
library hours.
Email Contact: friends.east.smithfield.
library@gmail.com; next meeting:
October 15th @ 1:00 p.m.

A View From the Cheap Seats
|

The Turk Is Always Lurking.
There are always the same repetitive story
lines that I enjoy reading or hearing about
during NFL training camp.
Some my favorites include how the
undrafted rookie free agents will fit
into the team’s plans, or what a new
head coach who is getting a second
chance will do differently with his new
team now that he’s likely learned from
failure. My favorite training camp story
however involves the use of someone so
anonymous who may just have the most
thankless and cruel job in the NFL.
He is known simply as “The Turk”
Everyone in camp quickly learns that he is
an ominous presence that is best avoided
like the Whammy after your money or
the Noid who seeks to ruin your pizza.
He is not Derek Sanderson or a native of
Istanbul, rather he is a usually a mid-level
team employee like a scouting assistant
or position coach who acts as a conduit
between the head coach and his players.
He exists as a fearful reminder of the
preciousness of an NFL career and how
quickly the hopes and dreams of those
who seek NFL glory can disappear.
His objective is usually to lightly tap
a player on the shoulder who has been
judged by the coaches to not possess the
necessary attributes that are needed to help
the team win and deliver the following
soul-crushing words to them. “Coach
_____ wants to see you, bring your
playbook.”
To a young player who has spent a great
deal of their youth catching or throwing
footballs, learning the proper three-point
stance, and getting by on grit, gumption
and toughness, the above words can be
absolutely soul crushing. Who can blame
these gallant young men of the gridiron for
their ambivalence towards the Turk? He is
symbolic of constant heart-racing worry
indicative of doing enough on the field to

make an impression.
He is the anthesis of the young Turks
Rod Stewart sang about. Time is not on
their side, they do put players down, they
probably push them around, and their
point of view on the NFL is severely
contrasted to the player he victimizes. It’s
a cruel reality for both player and Turk.
Imagine if you’re the player, you’ve spent
years accustomed to being a talented
and admired part of your high school
and college team. You may even have
gotten a scholarship to play big time
Division One college football in places
known affectionately as the Big House,
the Swamp, or Death Valley. Perhaps
you have even been fortunate enough to
have you name called at the NFL Draft
while an ESPN camera is documenting
the nervous pacing around the house you
and your loved ones are performing that is
representative of the agony of anticipation
as you wait to be chosen. The euphoria
you feel when your name is worth the
nervousness you felt. Who cares if you
were drafted in the sixth round? You’ve
made it to the big time!
Then, a subtle tap on the shoulder from a
low-level team employee is all it takes to
have your hopes, dreams, and aspirations
for the future disappear like a smoke ring
into thin air. It’s as if they’re telling you
“Nice try kid, but
it’s time to fall back
on that teaching
degree you earned
in college, here’s a
windbreaker as a
memento of your
time here and good
luck to you”
Something so
heartless and dreamgutting has to be hard
on the Turk, right?

Dan Pieroni

In researching this article, I across a 2015
Bleacher Report article by Ted Sundquist a
former player personnel assistant with the
Denver Broncos who was once a training
camp Turk. He said that it is a difficult
job and it’s best to best be as insightful to
the player’s mindset as possible to help
cushion the blow of the devasting news.
Surprisingly, there were also times in
which he had to tell veterans, or people
who were used to the spoils of NFL life
because they no longer fit into the team’s
plans, or their best days were behind them.
As you can imagine, the delivery of the
news wasn’t taken so well. Sundquist
often dealt with players who questioned
why and tried to justify their worth to the
organization through clenched teeth and
an angerly shaken fist. That can’t help the
Turk’s mental state.
So let’s toast to the Turk a person who
willing to deliver bad news and take
the slings and arrows associated with
uncertainty the player now faces. They
fully understand that it’s a rough job, but
somebody’s got to do it.
I’d love to spend more time writing about
this, but I’ve just been told the boss wants
to see me and I should bring my laptop.
Uh-oh.

Casablanca Stealth DC
with LED Light 54 inch
Brushed Nickel-Walnut # 59164

Hours: Monday - Saturday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

1253 Hartford Avenue, Johnston, RI 02919
(401) 453-0002
www.jkelectric.com
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Obituaries
Carol (Cafferty) Mason
9/4/22
www.robbinsfuneralhome.com

Margaret A. “Peggy” Hebert
9/10/22
www.andersonwinfield.net

Florence J. Leflamme
9/13/22
www.andersonwinfield.net
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1.25

APY* On minimum
daily balances of $10

JOURNEY REWARDS CHECKING
• Just make 12 debit purchases a month
• One direct deposit or auto payment per month
• Sign up for e-statements
Learn more at NavigantCU.org or by calling 401-233-4700

*APY is annual percentage yield and is accurate as of 08/01/2022. Must maintain a minimum daily balance of $10.00 in your account
to obtain the disclosed APY. Meet 3 Journey reward rate criteria: 1) 12 Debit Card Purchases must post and settle each qualification
cycle 2) Have 1 Direct Deposit or Automatic Payment post and settle each qualification cycle 3) Access Online Banking and Enroll to
Receive Electronic Statements. ATM-processed transactions do not count towards qualifying debit card purchases. Balances
between $10-$20,000 receive an APY of 1.25% if each cycle the minimum criteria are met. Tier examples - Tier 1 - balances between
$10-$20,000 receive an APY of 1.25%; and Tier 2 - balances over $20,000 receive an APY of .35%. Rate is subject to change at any time
after account opening. If you do not meet the criteria per qualification cycle, your account will still function as a Journey checking
account earning an APY of .05% however, it will not receive ATM fee refunds for that time period. Fees may reduce earnings. ATM fee
refunds up to $25 per qualification cycle. New checking account relationships only. Federally insured by NCUA
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Smithfield

1 Garnett Lane
Suite 8
Greenville, RI 02828

(401) 349-4355
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Cranston

95 Sockanosset Cross Rd
Suite 301
Cranston, RI 02920

(401) 942-0300

North Smithfield

947 Victory Highway
North Smithfield, RI 02896

(401) 762-2830

