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Revive the Roots Buys the Historic Mary Mowry House
Smithfield, Rhode Island, August 16th, 2022— After a 10 month campaign to secure funding
for the purchase of the Mary Mowry house from the Smithfield Land Trust, Revive the Roots has
succeeded in buying the historic Mary Mowry House and 5 acre property. We are thankful to all
the individuals, businesses and organizations who supported this huge achievement! We are
honored that our stewardship can continue in perpetuity and that the Mary Mowry house will
continue to serve as a hub for people working to foster diverse landscapes and programs to
gather, create, learn and grow food in the community.
Since receiving the $415,000.00 sales price on November 16th 2021, Revive the Roots raised
almost $100,000 dollars in direct donations and secured grant funding from The Champlin
Foundation, The June Rockwell Levy Foundation and The 1772 Foundation. These funds along
with a loan provided by the Rhode Island Foundation made it possible for the nonprofit to make
the Mary Mowry House its permanent home. With portions of the house built in the 1750s and
1850, the house is now protected by a preservation easement held by Preserve Rhode Island.
Revive the Roots gives thanks to the Town of Smithfield, The Smithfield Land Trust, Preserve
Rhode Island, The Champlin Foundation, The June Rockwell Levy Foundation, The 1772
Foundation and Rhode Island Foundation for making this goal a reality.
Starting in 2013, backed by Preserve Rhode Island and the Smithfield Land Trust, Revive the
Roots rehabilitated the property, completing a list of repairs and restorations to the house. This
included exterior painting, refinishing of original windows, interior paint and plaster repair and
the rebuilding of the 1850 era porch. The house serves as the Revive the Roots’ headquarters
with offices, storage, workshop space and residence for the four curators who steward of the 23
acre Mowry Commons. This year, through the work of over 2,000 coordinated volunteers hours,
Revive the Roots has:
●
●
●
●

Grown 415 pounds of produce to support hunger relief through our work with Hope’s
Harvest
Started a CSA (Community Supported Agriculture) a 15 week program that provides
food for families and individuals
Hired Annie Bayer as Revive the Roots’ Annual Production Manager (our first paid
position!)
Welcomed learners of all ages to Mowry Commons through Tinkergarten Classes,
School tours, workshops and welcome back the Young Farmers Network of
Southeastern New England

Over the next few years Revive the Roots will further invest in the Mary Mowry property. We are
excited to grow our educational workshops and programs as well as expand gardens, walking
trails, farm fields and spaces to gather and learn. Donations can be made to support this work at
revivetheroots.org
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About Revive the Roots at Mowry Commons:
Revive the Roots is creating a modern commons at Mowry Commons (374 Farnum Pike in
Smithfield). Mowry Commons serves as co-creative space for the community to share in
land-based projects that work in harmony with the natural environment. The combination of
sustainable farming, nature conservation, historic preservation, and arts and culture are all part
of what makes our approach unique. Since 2011, Revive the Roots has removed countless
pounds of trash and planted thousands of fruiting, herbal, edible, native and ornamental trees
and perennials. In addition, we have built infrastructure to support our agricultural operations,
programming and events. Lastly, we have rehabilitated a 300 year old farmhouse, altogether
transforming an unused and unloved space into a creative commons for all to enjoy.
YouTube Video “10 years of Revive the Roots at Mowry Commons.” 17 minutes about our
history and a look toward the future: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Fb9XOMXXdE&t=27s

Mary Mowry House, 2021
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Top left, Mary Mowry house porch under construction in 2019. Top Right, mary mowry house in
2013.

Revive the Roots founding members at Mowry Commons in 2011.

For interviews and further information contact hannah@revivetheroots.org

