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We're in this Together

Jessica Sala and Amanda Fafard join forces to earn nominations for the Smithfield School
Committee.
There are two women in town who each decided to change the landscape of their school's
direction. The long-time friends believe their community ties and each having gone through the
school system are part of the reason why they should be elected to the town’s School Committee.
That is the platform Jessica Sala and Amanda Fafard are using to earn your votes before the
September 13 primary. They are each running to win one of the three vacant Republican
nominations and participate in the general election on Tuesday, November 8. There are currently
five Republican candidates vying for the three ballot spots. The three winning Republicans will
oppose three Democratic and one Independent challengers to fill the three open seats.
Republican Incumbent School Committee Member Richard Iannitelli is seeking re-election. He
is running on the Republican side also hoping to join Sala and Fafard as the third Republican
candidate after the primary. Along with Fafard and Sala, Iannitelli is the third Republicanendorsed candidate in the race. The women value Iannitelli’s experience and look forward to
partnering with him. Richard shares the same passion for including parents voices in education.
Right now, it’s about setting the tone for the campaign and discussing the issues affecting the
town and what each of them plan to do.
Sala said she is running for one of the seats because with three children in the system, there are
changes that she’d like to see take place. Dealing with aftereffects of the Covid-19 pandemic, it
became apparent that large numbers of parents felt that their voices were not being heard. She
wants all parents to feel like they have a voice in their child’s education and the polices that
impact their ability to learn.
“We need to be more strategic in the long-term planning for the infrastructure of our schools,”
Sala said. “Right now, we’re constantly playing catch up, trying to fix issues that have been
building for years and years.”
Sala believes her dedication to the town will make a huge difference. She and her husband are
both long-time residents and both graduated from Smithfield High School in 1998. She has spent
her professional career working at Fidelity Investments.
If elected, Jessica plans to strengthen ties between parents and the School Committee, put the
interests of students first, build relationships with the Administration and be there to ask
questions to hot-button issues.

Fafard is a lifelong resident of Smithfield who has three children attending three different
schools throughout the district. She spends her time as the current president of the Pleasant View
Elementary PTO, and recently became Co-Chairperson of the Smithfield Education Local
Advisory Committee.
She graduated from Smithfield High School in 2005, and has spent years volunteering as a youth
coach in Smithfield Girls Basketball as well as Smithfield Girls Softball. In 2020, she decided to
make a career change and enrolled at Rhode Island College to pursue her passion in Special
Education.
Like Sala, Amanda sees problems in town that need to be fixed sooner than later. Going through
the schools system herself, she can provide ideas on what has to change and how to successfully
navigate that process.
“Jessica and I have gone through these schools. We both are dedicated to working together and
improving our schools to be within the top in the state. We both know the importance of
supporting our incredible faculty and staff within our town. It is important that each teacher
knows their worth and how important they are in our district,” she said.
Fafard said she hopes to bring stability to the Committee. If elected, she will work hard to be a
liaison between the Committee and parents, be a champion for special education while
advocating for all students and improving secondary education buildings and increase valuable
programs.
With both Sala and Fafard running as a team, they feel their experiences inside and outside the
schools makes them the ideal candidates running at the right time.
“I love this town, and take pride in letting everyone know where I grew up. I have devoted my
life to making Smithfield a better place. My hope is to continue my mission of creating
opportunities for all children in town to achieve educational success. Every family should feel
that they are welcomed into their children’s education, and that they have an advocate on the
school committee board.”
Added Sala, “Being in town has given me a chance to establish lifelong friendships in a
community that I love. It’s time now for me to give back to the town that has given so much to
me. Realizing that the future of the town and beyond is at stake, I am running to ensure that our
future is in good hands.”
Both candidates are looking for your support. Feel free to learn more on their social media
platforms and email.
For Amanda Fafard: www.Facebook.com/AmandaFafardforSC and
amandafafardforSC@gmail.com.
For Jessica Sala: www.Faebook.com/JessicaSalaforSchoolcommittee.

