
PRSRT STD
ECRWSS

U.S. POSTAGE
PAID

PERMIT NO.
55800

BOSTON MA

Local Postal Customer
COMPLIMENTARY MAY 2020COMPLIMENTARY APRIL 2021

smithfieldtimesri.net

Our customers
are our owners.

Federally insured by NCUA

Welcome  
   Spring



2  | APRIL 2021

999 South Main Street  |  Pascoag, RI 02859  |  401.568.3091  |  www.crystallakerehab.com

       CARDIAC 
       REHABILITATION

Under the direction of a leading 
Cardiologist/Pulmonologist, our specialized 
nurses provide care to patients recovering 
from cardiac bypass surgery, heart failure, 
valve replacement, angioplasty, stents and 
cardiac catheterization procedures, as well 
as heart attacks.

 • Standardized Assessments to monitor 
    patients during treatment session

 • ACLS & BLS Certified Therapists

 • Use of Wireless Telemetry when 
    necessary

 • Patient Education & Lifestyle 
    Modification

 • Strict Adherence to all Cardiac 
    Precautions during individualized 
    treatment sessions

       ORTHOPEDIC        
       REHABILITATION

 • Physicians & Physiatrist On-Site

 • Individualized Aggressive Rehab 
    Regimens with Therapy up to 7 days a 
    week

 • Care Plans designed to fit each 
    surgeon’s protocols

 • Interdisciplinary Approach to Rehab & 
    Pain Management

 • Therapeutic Exercise, Transfer Training, 
    Gait Training, ADL Training & Balance 
    Drills.

     PULMONARY 
   CARE

 • Tracheostomy Care

 • Respiratory Therapists

 • Bedside Rehab with OT’s, ST’s and PT’s

 • Oxygen Therapy & Monitoring

 • CPAP & BiPAP

 • Chest Physiotherapy

 • Nebulizer & Aerosol Treatments

PROACTIVE 
SOPHISTICATED CARE

Raising the bar in the delivery 
of short-term rehabilitative 
and skilled nursing care in 

Northern Rhode Island

OUR PATIENTS ENJOY:
 • Therapy up to 7 Days a Week

 • Brand New State-of-the-art Rehab Gym & Equipment

 • Individualized Evaluations & Treatment Programs

 • Comprehensive Discharge Planning that Begins on Day One

 • Semi-Private and Private Rooms with Cable TV

 • Concierge Services

FIVE-STAR RATED FACILITY
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Medicaid is a state administered 
program that is funded to a great 
extent by the Social Security trust 
fund. It provides for payment of 
medical services and long term 
nursing home care for those who 
qualify.
Because of the ever increasing 
cost of long term nursing home 

George M. Prescott
ATTORNEY AT LAW

300 Front Street, Lincoln, Rhode Island, 02865-0089 (401) 726-5577

Courtesy of:

Review Your Trust Annually 
To Protect Your Assets

The Rhode Island Supreme Court licenses all lawyers in the general practice of law. The Court does not license or certify any lawyer as an expert or specialist in any field of practice.

care, both the federal and state 
governments periodically amend the 
Medicaid statutes and regulations in 
order to further limit eligibility for the 
program.
Therefore, if you have had a living 
Trust prepared to shelter your assets 
from nursing home expenses and 
enhance your chances of qualifying 
for Medicaid long term care benefits 
after a five year look back period, 
you should have that Trust reviewed 
annually and revised if necessary to 
be sure it conforms to the current 
Medicaid statutes and regulations.  

It is part of my regular practice to 
prepare living Trusts to both avoid 
probate of a client’s estate and protect 
their assets from nursing home costs 
during their lifetime. I also review and 
update those Trusts, and similar Trusts 
prepared by other attorneys upon 
request.
If you are concerned about possible 
long term care expenses and would 
like to discuss your concerns with 
me, please call my office for an 
appointment. There is no fee for the 
initial consultation. 

– George M. Prescott
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Recipe Swap!
Traditional Italian Rice Pie
Ingredients
 • 9 eggs  
 • 1 ½ cups white sugar 
 • 2 pounds ricotta cheese 
 • 1 teaspoon vanilla extract 

Directions
 • Beat eggs in very large bowl. Add sugar, mixing well. Stir in cheese and vanilla until smooth and 

creamy. Add heavy cream and stir. Fold in cooked rice and crushed pineapple.
 • Pour into a 9 x 13 inch buttered pan.
 • Bake at 325 degrees F (165 degrees C) for one hour. Check by inserting clean knife into center. If the 

pie is done, knife will come out clean. Top should be golden brown. Refrigerate until thoroughly cooled.

 • 2 cups heavy whipping cream 
 • 1 cup cooked white rice 
 • 1 (15 ounce) can crushed pineapple, drained 
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By Ron Scopelliti

When you think of Smithfield’s 
Emergency Management Agency 
(EMA), you may picture the folks 
you see stacking up sandbags to hold 
back a flood, or helping dig out after 
a blizzard. But for the first quarter 
of 2021, Smithfield EMA has been 
fighting a different sort of natural 
disaster, at the forefront of the town’s 
efforts to get residents vaccinated 
against COVID-19.

“We’re working through the list of 
people who have pre-registered with 
us,” said Smithfield EMA director 
Todd Manni during a March 6 COVID 
vaccination clinic at the Smithfield 
Senior Center. This particular event 
was a closed clinic specifically for 
Smithfield residents aged 75 and older 
who had registered either through the 
Town Manager’s Office or the Senior 
Center. As the older population is 
taken care of, clinics will be staged for 
decreasingly younger residents. “We 
started off with the oldest, and started 
working backwards,” Manni said. “If 
it’s not somebody’s turn now, be patient 
– it will be. And when that turn comes, 
please get vaccinated.” Registration is 
ongoing, and can be done by calling 
Town Hall or the Smithfield Senior 
Center, or by visiting the town website 
at www.smithfieldri.com. 

This was the eighteenth clinic the town 
had run since December 30, including 
a small number of regional clinics 
that included people from Burrillville, 
Cumberland, Foster, Glocester, 
Johnston, Lincoln, North Smithfield, 
Scituate, and Woonsocket. The first of 
these, held at the high school, was for 
firefighters, EMTs and police officers 
from within this regional hub. 

Volunteers and town agencies 
team up to vaccinate Smithfield

All of the clinics have relied heavily 
on local volunteers. Manni said more 
than 60 volunteers have come forward 
to help.

“We have volunteer physicians,” he 
said. “We have volunteer nurses; we 
have volunteer pharmacists; we have 
non-medical volunteers who come in 
for check-in. I have my Emergency 
Management staff here who provide all 
of the logistics for the entire day.”

The vaccination process starts in the 
Senior Center’s familiar front lobby, 

where people are signed in and given 
their vaccination record cards. From 
there, the process makes use of the 
entire length of the building, making 
sure to keep clients socially distanced 
and to avoid face-to-face exposure.

Residents make their way from the 

lobby into the cafeteria where all their 
information is gone over. They’re 
asked, among other things, if they 
have allergies, if they’ve ever had a 
reaction to a vaccine, and if they’ve 
had COVID. After getting vaccinated, 
their information is put into the system, 
including which vaccine they got, the 
lot number of the dose, and the location 
and date of vaccination. They’re then 
sent to a waiting area to make sure they 
don’t have any adverse reactions, with 
a time slip to tell them when they can 
leave. At this point, an appointment for 
the second dose of the vaccine is set up.

“They need to stay [in the waiting 
area] for about 15, 20 minutes,” Town 
Manager Randy Rossi said. “We have 
a doctor on staff as well as one of our 
paramedics to monitor them. And then 
they’re sent on their way. So the whole 
thing is probably about 25 minutes.”

See Volunteers, page 5

Photo credit Christine Serapiglia
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BIOTE Hormone Pellet therapy is safe and very effective means of natural bioidentical 
hormone replacement. It has been found in many people in research studies to:

Ocean State Rejuvenation Center
Frank Fraioli, Jr  DO

41 Sanderson Road  Suite 202    Smithfield, RI  02917
PH: 401-830-0885     EMAIL: ffraioli59@gmail.com

www.oceanstaterejuvenationcenter.com

• Provide a general sense of well-being
• Increase energy, vitality and mood
• Assist in the loss of belly fat and build muscle
• Prevent and/or improve osteoporosis(bone loss) 
• Reduce the risk of diabetes
• Reduce the risk of heart disease
• Reduce the risk of debilitating neurologic conditions  
 such as Alzheimer's and Parkinsons Disease

•	Depression/difficulty	sleeping/mood	swings/fatigue
•	Low	sex	drive	and/or	sexual	difficulties
• Brain fog, memory loss
• Joint aches and pains/history of bone loss
•	Night	sweats,	hot	flashes

Are any of these symptoms bothering you?
If so you may be a candidate for BIOTE Hormone Replacement Therapy.

“This is a very safe vaccine,” Manni 
said. “We’ve seen hardly any reactions 
to it, and all of them have been people 
who’ve had pre-existing allergies.” He 
noted that people who are concerned 
about possible allergic reactions should 
speak to their personal physicians 
before getting the shot.

“We want to make sure that people 
have a very quick experience here, and 
a very pleasant experience. We don’t 
want to make getting a shot hard. We 
want people who have been to our 
clinic to tell their friends it was a very 
fast process and it’s very organized.”

Manni explained that this level of 
organization is the result of many years 
of preparation.

“Believe it or not,” he said, “our first 
health clinic was run in 1998, during 
the meningitis scare.” That, however, 

Volunteers, from page 4

was just the start.

“After September 11,” Manni said, 
“there was a threat of bioterrorism, and 
we developed our Medical Emergency 
Distribution System.” The “MEDS” 
system was originally developed to 
respond to a potential anthrax attack. 
“Then came N1H1, and we utilized 
that plan. We retooled it for a naturally-
occurring health emergency.”

“The MEDS plan,” he said, “is how 
we harnessed all this effort within our 
community, and all the strength in our 
community, to vaccinate the public.”
Rossi made particular note of the effort 
that Manni and the volunteers from the 
community have put into the program.

“The hours that Todd puts into this, 
and his volunteers – it’s phenomenal,” 
he said. “The whole team is really 
what makes this happen. It’s all these 

hours that people don’t see being put 
going into it that really gets everything 
to come together. That’s why the 
Smithfield model is the model for the 
whole state.”

“This is peoples’ neighbors coming in 
and it’s taking care of our community 
directly, versus trying to go to the 
bigger clinics, or the CVSs, or the 
Walgreens,” Rossi said.  “It’s providing 
a direct service to our residents of 
Smithfield, by the people of Smithfield, 
for the people of Smithfield. I think 
that personal touch is what makes a big 
difference.”

See more photos from 
Smithfield Senior Center 

vaccination clinic
on page 25.
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By Joe Siegel

Throughout March, Rhode Island’s 
congressional delegation, state officials 
and mayors, as well as campaign 
sponsors delivered meals to Meals on 
Wheels of RI clients, lending their 
strong voices to public advocacy for 
the continuation and expansion of the 
organization’s critical programs. 

March For Meals brought together 
elected officials, business leaders and 
community champions to rally public 
support for the organization’s critical 
work in combating the issues of senior 
food insecurity and isolation across 
the state. In 2020, Meals on Wheels of 
RI’s Home-Delivered Meal Program 
provided more than 336,000 meals, 
well-being checks, and social visits to 
2,748 homebound Rhode Islanders. 

On March 2, Smithfield Town Council 
President Suzy Alba said she urged 
“every citizen to take this month to 
honor our Meals on Wheels programs, 
the seniors they serve, and the 
volunteers who care for them. Our 
recognition and involvement in the 
2021 March For Meals can enrich 
our entire community and help 
combat senior hunger and isolation 
in America.”

“I appreciate everyone taking 
a minute to recognize the 
important work that Meals on 
Wheels of Rhode Island does in 
our community,” said Executive 
Director Meghan Grady. “We 
wouldn’t be able to do our 
work without volunteers and of 
course the support of our senior 
centers, a special shout-out to 
Karen Armstrong (Director of the 
Smithfield Senior Center), she’s 
wonderful and you’re just so lucky 
to have her.” 

March for Meals
Meal deliveries were conducted in a 
socially-distanced manner, with all 
proper protocols in place to ensure the 
health and safety of Meals on Wheels 
of RI clients and delivery participants. 

In her last days as Rhode Island’s 
Governor, Gina Raimondo issued 
a proclamation declaring March as 
“March for Meals Month."

“Over the last year, we’ve faced a 
global pandemic, and with it, we’ve 
all confronted the hardships that come 
with physical distance and being 
quarantined in our homes,” said R.I. 
Office of Healthy Aging Director Rose 
Amoros Jones.

“While COVID vaccines bring hope 
that this pandemic will soon come 
to an end, I pray what doesn’t end is 
our newfound awareness about the 
social isolation, food insecurity, and 
countless other struggles that so many 

of our neighbors experienced prior 
to COVID,” Jones added. “For more 
than 50 years, Meals on Wheels has 
provided an invaluable service to our 
neighbors who are homebound. More 
than a meal, the team delivers hope, 
friendly conversation, and needed 
human connection.”

Another 605 more mobile seniors were 
served through Meals on Wheels of 
RI’s Capital City Café Program, which 
was converted to home-delivered meals 
during the pandemic. 

For more information on March for 
Meals or how to make an impact today 
in combating senior hunger 
and isolation across the state, visit 
www.rimeals.org.

Steve Beaulieu of the Smithfield Senior Center helps to deliver Meals on Wheels.
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Are you considering getting your roof replaced?
Contact us today for your FREE inspection and estimate.

Whether you’ve experienced leaks, storm, wind or hail damage. 
Or just need a new roof, please contact us, we are here to help!

A local 
family-owned 

business with over 
30 years experience

15F Enterprise Lane Smithfield, RI 02917
401-400-7008  •  www.RoofMastersRI.com

ROOFMASTERSRI.COM

ROOFMASTERSRI.COMResidential Commercial

RI Reg. # 1538

Commerical Roofer
Reg. # CR-184

Twin Rivers Hearing Health specializes in all areas of hearing, 
including tinnitus (ringing in the ears) and hearing aids.

Schedule your appointment online at twinrivershearing.com

Offer expires 4/30/2021

a set of Oticon More™ Hearing Devices

$1000off

AWARD WINNING AUDIOLOGIST  

Dr. Mary Kay Uchmanowicz

Your best bet for hearing healthcare in Lil’ Rhody since 2001     

151 Douglas Pike • Smithfield   |   401-349-0456       Specializing in all areas of hearing, including tinnitus and hearing aids.

Hear  
the littlethe little    
moments



8  | APRIL 2021

Wishing you a Happy and 
Healthy New Year 

in 2021!
From a Team You Can Trust

Celebrating 30 Years!

GREENVILLE
One Garnett Lane
401-949-0380

Mon. – Thurs. 7 am – 7 pm
Fri. 7 am – 1 pm

LINCOLN
652 George Washington Highway

401-333-3211
Mon. – Thurs. 7 am – 7 pm

Fri. 7 am – 3 pm

Founded by sisters Andrea Ross and Amanda Keegan, Northern Rhode Island Physical Therapy 
has been providing physical therapy and sports medicine services to Rhode Islanders since 1991.

Our primary goal is to minimize your pain and improve your function and quality of life.

Northern Rhode Island Physical Therapy offers the following services:

 • Sports Medicine  • Performance Enhancement
 • Orthopedic Physical Therapy  • Post Concussion Rehab.
 • Vestibular Physical Therapy  • Neck and Back Care
 • Neurological Physical Therapy  • Dry Needling
 • Pre & Post Operative Rehab.  • Sports Conditioning  

www.nriphysicaltherapy.com

PHYSICAL THERAPY

A TEAM YOU CAN TRUST
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Proudly Serving Homeowners

Contractors Welcome

Family Owned and Operated
Since 1938

363 Putnam Pike
Smithfield, RI 02917

(At the Crossing in Smithfield)

401-232-7222 Office
401-640-9225 Mobile

We Offer Everything You Need To Create Your Backyard Paradise!

Flowers & Shrubs Landscape Materials Masonry Supplies

Seaside Casual Furniture Sheds Statues & Pottery

www.hilltopgardensri.com

As the challenge continues, we ask that 
you observe these guidelines:
 • Social distance 6 feet apart
 • Wear a face covering
 • Be patient – we are working to 
  accommodate everyone safely

• Curbside pick-up available – please call.

• Pick-up and delivery of landscape material.

• Plenty of outside inventory and displays.

• Extensive landscape and masonry experience.

• Open Tuesday thru Sunday from 10AM to 5PM.

Thank You For Your Continued Support of Local Businesses.
WORKING IN HARMONY WITH NATUREWORKING IN HARMONY WITH NATURE

Opening April 1st
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It all started one Easter morning.  

As I stepped out the front door into 
the spring air, a lone Carolina wren 
perched about ten feet from the house 
began belting out an explosive “tea-
kettle-tea-kettle-tea-kettle,” his entire 
body shaking with the effort. At first I 
was pleased, because this meant that 
these handsome rust-colored birds 
with their bold white eye stripe and 
long, down-curved bills would soon be 
raising a family somewhere nearby. But 
I didn’t realize how close nearby would 
turn out to be.

At the time, my family and I were 
living at the Powder Mill Wildlife 

The Nature of Things | by James Gass

The Rebel Wrens That Came to Stay

Refuge in Smithfield. I was the refuge 
manager there. Since the house was in 
the woods, we saw all sorts of critters 
up close and personal, including gray 
foxes, great horned owls, wild turkeys, 
newborn fawns and flying squirrels. 
It made me realize how important 
wildlife refuges are, no matter how 
big or small, especially in rapidly 
urbanizing places such as Smithfield.

But these little wrens with their Dixie 
name and rebel attitude seemed intent 
on moving in, even evicting us from 
our home. Perhaps they got tired of 
seeing forests getting turned into 
shopping malls and decided to take 
matters into their own hands. Or maybe 

it was the start of a more ominous trend 
– avian vigilantism.

The truth is I had left a Christmas 
wreath hanging on our garage door 
well into the spring. In early April, 
my wife had seen two birds, possibly 
wrens, flying back and forth between 
the woods and the dried-up wreath. I 
didn’t think much of it until I opened 
the garage door one evening and a 
brown feathered bullet shot out from it, 
almost hitting me in the face. Another 
one quickly followed. Sure enough, a 
pair of Carolina wrens had built a well-
constructed nest of ferns and mosses 

See Wrens, page 11
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amongst the withered boughs, and had 
been sleeping there. I carefully moved 
the wreath to the garage door we never 
used. The female wren eventually 
returned and laid four buff colored eggs 
speckled in brown.

Our delight at having these unique 
avian guests nesting at our home 
gradually turned to confusion, then 
dismay. All throughout the nesting 
period we were harassed by those 
wrens. The slightest movement by 
us inside near a window (especially 
the bathroom) inevitably brought a 
scathing reproach, a repeated loud, 
harsh, raspy buzz. If we were outside 
for any reason, even gardening, we 
were followed around by one or the 
other wren and were relentlessly 
scolded. We began to take on the 
drawn, pallid look of the hunted. Our 
protestations of “hey, we were here 
first!” were met with scorn and derision 
from those feisty little birds.

We were glad one day in late May to 
see four downy chicks poking their 
heads out of the nest, waiting to be fed 
by the parents. The young wrens would 
soon fledge and our deliverance would 
follow, or so we thought. 

After the chicks left the nest, a period 
of relative calm ensued. I removed 
the wreath from the garage door. 
We were even able to plant some 
geraniums in the window boxes above 
the garage. However, the wrens liked 
the geraniums as much as we did and 
in mid-June they decided to raise a 
second brood amongst the plants in 
the easternmost box. Since the boxes 
were on the windows outside the den, 
a room we used quite frequently, we 
braced for the inevitable verbal abuse 
from the wrens. But the scolding was 
less intense than the first time around. 
Maybe they simply became resigned

to the fact that we weren’t leaving.

By mid-July it was all over. The adult 
wrens and their offspring left, and the 
long hot days of summer melted into 
the cool splendor of autumn. During 
the winter, one of the wrens would 
occasionally show up at our feeder, but 
we never saw that much of them after 
that. Until the following spring.

As I opened the garage door one 
April evening, two very startled and 
half-asleep Carolina wrens flew out 

of a little basket we had hung above 
the door for house finches to nest in. 
I didn’t know if they were the same 
wrens as before, but I knew where they 
would be raising their family in the 
coming weeks. We prepared to batten 
down the hatches.

Those little russet fireballs came to stay 
for many seasons after that, which was 
fine by me. It was a wildlife refuge 
after all – even for rebel wrens.  

Wrens, from page 10

Photo by Mike Tucker
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Health Awareness | by Diane L. Marolla, LICSW

Dear Health Insurance Companies, COVID ain’t over 

In 2007, high deductible health plans 
accounted for just 5% of all employer-
based plans. By 2013, the number 
had jumped to 20%. Today, 51% of all 
U.S. employees are enrolled in a high 
deductible health plan. As a result, 
Americans now pay more out of their 
own pockets, than ever before – up 
$6650 for an individual or $13,300 for 
a family.” Dr. Robert Pearl M.D.

It is no secret that part of my 
professional career was spent working 
in the health insurance industry. I am 
grateful for the seventeen years that I 
worked in the industry as I was able to 
learn the good, the bad, and the ugly 
about how the health insurance industry 
works. The knowledge I gained working 
for the health insurance industry helps 
me help my clients and helps me teach 
mental health clinicians who need 
continuing education units for their 
licensures. Towards the end of my 
seventeen-year career, it is also no secret 
that I became more and more concerned 
about what I would see daily, which 
was an industry bloated with executives 
making six figure salaries, and an 
industry who had little to no regard for 
the healthcare needs of their subscribers, 
and absolutely no regard for the doctors 
and other healthcare providers who work 
every day to try and keep their patients 
healthy. Health insurance companies 
care about one thing only, which is 
profits.  

In 2017 when I became a consultant to 
assist one of our Federally Qualified 
Health Centers (FQHC) to help them 
improve their payments from the health 
insurance companies, I saw first-hand 
the struggles providers have in getting 
paid for services they render. At that 
time, I was constantly fighting with a 

multitude of health insurance companies 
trying to get the health center paid. I 
watched as hundreds of thousands of 
dollars initially had to be written off as 
bad debt.

When COVID became a reality, our 
already burdened and fragile health 
care system became even more fragile.  
We saw the efforts locally with our 
Governor and our public health officials 
trying to make policies to keep us 
safe and keep our health care system 
working. Necessary executive orders 
were passed to ensure the health 
insurance companies relaxed some of 
their rules so that people would have 
access to physical and mental health 
care. All insurers were required to pay 
for telehealth services. Insurers also 
relaxed their requirements for co-pays 
and deductibles in some instances.

It is now a new year, and the insurance 
companies are now beginning to operate 
with a “business as usual” mentality.   
They seem to be forgetting that COVID 
is still negatively impacting individuals 
on all fronts. Patients are once again 
having to pay high deductibles to access 
care. We know that high deductible 
health plans prevent people from 
getting care. We also know that high 
deductible health plans are what has led 
to Americans going bankrupt because 
of medical costs. I have already seen 
as a mental health clinician, some of 
my client’s discontinue their mental 
health services because of their high 
deductibles.  

As an outpatient mental health clinician, 
I am also seeing an uptick of phone 
calls from one insurance company to 
me because they are questioning why 
some of my clients are in mental health 

treatment. (Most people who have 
health insurance are not aware that 
some insurers will call providers and 
ask them questions as to why they need 
to see a client. Other insurers will just 
flat out deny the care in general.) Health 
insurance companies who make these 
phone calls to providers make them 
for one reason only which is to deny 
services. Health insurance companies 
use data (algorithms) to flag consumers 
of healthcare who they feel are utilizing 
services unnecessarily. They ask the 
same robotic questions to the provider, 
so they can check off boxes in a template 
they use and try to deny the care.

Consumers need to be aware of such 
policies, as ultimately, if your provider 
can’t get paid, you will no longer be 
able to get services, and you will get 
stuck with a bill that you did not plan 
on. I always tell my clients when their 
insurance company is calling me to 
deny their services. I also, become very 
aggressive with the insurance companies 
when they do call, to ensure they know 
that I am not intimidated by their calls, 
and that I know the rules to their profit 
game. I also know the rules enough, 
that should they engage in any type 
of tactics whereby they don’t follow 
regulatory rules in the state of RI, that I 
can file a complaint with the RI Health 
Commissioner’s Office.

With all that said, if you are a consumer 
of healthcare, it is important for you to 
understand the payment rules as you 
will be held responsible for deductibles 
and co-pays you owe to the provider.  
Additionally, if a health insurance 
company refuses to pay for your care, I 
highly encourage you to file a complaint 
with the RI Health Commissioner so that 
the matter can be investigated.  
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By Paul Lonardo

The Rotary Club is a service-oriented 
organization with more than 1.2 million 
members across 35,000 member clubs 
in some 200 countries. Its members 
come together to find ways to give 
back to their both their local and their 
global communities. They believe that 
we have a shared responsibility to take 
action on the world’s most persistent 
issues. As with any movement, Rotary 
started with one individual who wanted 
to make a difference, and in 1905, Paul 
P. Harris began Rotary with a small 
gathering of people and professionals 
who had ideas to share about bringing 
small town dedication and camaraderie 
to big-city life in Chicago.

Rotarians take their memberships 
seriously. The organization has a 
constitution, a Rotary Code of Policies 
and a Manual of Procedure. As an 
international foundation, Rotary is 
active abroad to achieve its many 
humanitarian goals, which include 
the complete eradication of polio 
from the globe. Closer to home, 
members are dedicated to making their 
local communities better places for 
everyone. Right now, the Smithfield 
Rotary is focused on assisting the 
nursing homes in town, gathering 
things they need or that are in short 
supply. In one response, Bryant 
University gifted a dozen lap top 
computers that will divided among 
three facilities that had requested them.

“This is wonderful because it will 
provide opportunities for the residents 
with more ways to communicate with 
family and friends,” says Dr. Dena Hall 
Cassidy, the current president of the 
Smithfield Rotary Club.

Smithfield Rotary Focus on Nursing Home 
Residents Comfort and Convenience

The generous donation was offered 
after members of the Smithfield Rotary 
Club reached out to the nursing homes 
and asked them what they needed, and 
there was an overriding need for means 
to increase interaction with loved ones.

“We’ve also managed to gather a 
variety of activity books for them,” 
Dena says. “But our big push is to try 
to get people, especially if they are 
crafty, to help us provide lap blankets 
for our elderly. So, we’re looking for 
volunteers to make some blankets 
to donate to the nursing homes. We 
bought some supplies for knitting them, 
which anyone interested can be picked 
up at the YMCA in Smithfield.”

This is a great way to get the 
community involved, and it’s 
something that would be a real use. Lap 
blankets are like any other blanket, just 
smaller. They provide warmth on cool 
spring days and are perfect for those 
who use wheelchairs, as the length of 
the length of blanket will not interfere 
with the wheels when the chair is in 
motion.

Dr. Cassidy is an optometrist with 
Vision Associates, a family business 
in Greenville that her father opened in 
1978. She and her husband Steve have 
two children and live in Greenville. 
She has been a member of the 
Smithfield Rotary Club for three years, 
and president since last July. The usual 
one term of presiding president is being 
extended for another year because 
of limitations in the performance of 
some of the normal duties due to the 
pandemic, though the good work that 
the organization provides the town of 

Smithfield has continued unabated.

The Rotary Club is deeply invested in 
the community, and they are always 
looking for ways and means to help 
wherever there is need. To mention 
just a few of the things they do for the 
town, they bestow $5-7k in scholarship 
money to Smithfield students 
graduating high school seniors every 
year, including students in the town 
who may be attending private schools. 
They sponsor an annual Veteran’s 
Breakfast around that holiday, and have 
recently founded a First Responder 
Breakfast, which they hope to have this 
year after the 2020 event was sidelined 
due to Coivd-19. The club continually 
hands out what they call Celebration 
Bags, which are basically birthday gift 
bags, to grammar school children in 
need. Providing Thanksgiving food 
baskets and Christmas gifts for families 
in need is another way they give back. 
The seasonal Salvation Army Bell 
Ringing is always popular and fun, 
with a friendly competition built in 
among several Rotary Clubs to see 
who can collect the most money on an 
agreed upon weekend. “And Smithfield 
Rotary always wins,” Dr. Cassidy 
boasts with a laugh.

But it’s the town that ultimately wins, 
and for all that the Smithfield Rotary 
Club does, last October they received 
the Smithfield Samaritans award. They 
were given the honor “in recognition 
for building a stronger community 
through its acts of kindness to those in 
need.” The commendation is certainly 
well deserved, and as the town 

See Rotary, page 15
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continues to open up further, the club hopes to see their 
membership grow.

“Anyone can join, and we always love to have new 
members,” Dr. Cassidy says. “People are welcome to do 
what they can. We do try to make sure the members stay 
involved in at least one of the projects that we’re doing, 
especially our annual fundraiser, Savor the Flavor, which is 
always a lot of fun.”

Keep in mind that all this month, the Smithfield Rotary 
Club is accepting nursing home lap blankets, which can 
be dropped off at the Smithfield YMCA or the Greenville 
Public Library. If you are able to make a blanket, donated 
yard and supplies can be picked up at the Y. For more 
information, please contact Rotary secretary Shauna Lewis 
at shauna@ymca1.org.

Every Wednesday morning Smithfield Rotary members 
continue to meet virtually to discuss current and future 
projects. For information about how to get involved in the 
community and become a member of the Smithfield Rotary 
Club contact them at smithfieldrirotary@gmail.com.

Online Instant Quote

117 Eddie Dowling Highway, LLB
North Smithfi eld, RI 02896

DrLindaYoungDNP.com

Rotary, from page 14
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Senior Scene | by Paul V. Palange

As I started to hold on to some hope 
that the country is going to overcome 
the COVID-19 pandemic in the not 
too distant future, I stumbled upon 
another congressional nugget that was 
automatically deposited in my mind’s 
worry bank account. 

During a recent debate on budget 
resolutions, the Senate voted in favor of 
an amendment to potentially pave the 
way for so-called Social Security and 
Medicare rescue committees, according 
to the Rhode Island Alliance for Retired 
Americans (RIARA). The committees 
would have the authority to recommend 
changes to trust funds, including the one 
for Social Security, and proposals could 
include reductions in benefits.

Sen. Mitt Romney (R-Utah), the former 
governor of neighboring Massachusetts, 
introduced the  amendment, which is 
based on a bill he introduced in the 
Senate and Rep. Michael Gallagher 
(R-Wis.) filed in the House – the Time to 
Rescue the United States Trusts Act, also 
known as the TRUST Act -- during the 
last session of Congress. 

The RIARA opposes the act, which 
targets Medicare, too, because it is 
a threat to the retirement security of 
millions of Americans. Retirees earn 
Social Security and Medicare benefits 
during many years of employment, and 
the entitlement programs ensure senior 
citizens receive the income and health 
care they need after leaving the work 
force.

The rescue committees could go 
beyond cutting benefits, according to 
the alliance, making changes such as 

Congress must resolve solvency of entitlement trust funds
altering eligibility guidelines or even 
dismantling the programs that millions of 
Americans depend on. What’s even more 
disturbing is that the committees could 
act unilaterally without public hearings 
or input or recommendations from the 
House Ways and Means and Energy 
committees and the Senate Committee on 
Finance, which have jurisdiction over the 
Social Security, Medicare and highway 
trusts.

The 12-member rescue committees’ 
reports could be approved by a simple 
majority vote, after which they become 
bills and go to House and Senate 
committees of jurisdiction. Those bodies 
would have no authority to amend 
legislation before it goes to the House 
and Senate for votes. Why do we need 
committees meeting behind closed doors 
to potentially cut Social Security and 
Medicare? 

What we do need are open and honest 
discussions about the future of Social 
Security and Medicare and actions that 
will solidify the programs indefinitely. 

According to the Social Security 
Administration, benefits are expected to 
be payable in full until 2037 as a result 
of changes to Social Security enacted in 
1983. It is projected trust fund reserves 
will be exhausted in 16 years and at that 
point, continuing taxes will be enough to 
pay 76 percent of scheduled benefits. 

Congress has waited too long to take 
more action necessary to guarantee the 
future of Social Security retirement and 
disability insurance payments. Congress 
could vote to reduce benefits, which is 
not a palatable option to me and millions 

of other baby boomers; raise the payroll 
tax rate used to generate revenue for 
the trust fund, which might not be all 
that painful; or make changes to the 
payroll tax cap so high-income earners 
contribute more to the trust fund, which 
is long overdue. The cap this year is 
$142,800, meaning earnings above that 
amount are not taxed for Social Security. 
Why is there a cap?

Like millions of other workers, all of my 
earnings are taxed for Social Security, 
and that should be the case for people 
making $142,801 and more per year. 
In addition to the government needing 
the money, think about how many 
millionaires and billionaires make some 
of their money. They do it on the backs 
of workers and consumers who struggle 
to meet their financial commitments. The 
well-to-do have a moral obligation to 
pay taxes on their entire income to help 
ensure the Social Security trust is funded 
so their employees and customers enjoy a 
secure retirement. 

It’s not too much to ask Democrats and 
Republicans to put their differences aside 
to find long-term solutions to prevent 
changes or the termination of Social 
Security and Medicare, which would 
have catastrophic consequences. If that 
ever happens and hearings are conducted, 
they must be open to the public and 
reported on by the press. 

We have a right to know how legislators 
are going to handle factors such as 
lower birth rates, rising longevity and 
immigration rates in connection with 
Social Security and Medicare. They will 
be talking about moves that will impact 
our well-being as well as that of our 
children and grandchildren. 
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By Brittni Henderson

The Greenville Public Library is seeking 
sponsors to supplement the cost of 
finalizing new parking lot landscaping. 
The project was complete enough to 
reopen in October 2019 and celebrated in 
January 2020. Due to unforeseen issues, 
including discovering ledge, minor pipe 
water issues, and a sidewalk adjustment, 
the landscaping budget was negatively 
affected. 

Director Dorothy Swain says that they 
are hoping to plant at least 15 trees 
and are looking from support from the 
community. Plaques will be included 
alongside the trees to honor those 
individuals and businesses that sponsored 
the project. 

“This would make a great birthday, 
anniversary, or remembrance gift,” 
Swain says. “My hope is to plant the 
trees by May.”

The library is hoping to obtain the 
following types of trees:

 • One Copper Beech, $700 
 • Four Sugar Maples, $350 per tree
 • Six Appalachian Spring Dogwoods, 

$600 per tree
 • Eight Kousa Dogwoods, $600 per 

tree 

Sponsor a tree 

To be planted in the recently updated Greenville Public Library parking lot

Copper Beech

Sugar Maple

Kousa Dogwood

Appalachian Spring Dogwood

The renovation project included adding 
over 50 parking spots, as well as a new 
entrance and egress off of Pleasant View 
Ave. With the addition of the new traffic 
pattern and parking spots, a common area 
was built in the parking lot surrounding 
the Sequoia tree that is already on the 
premises. 

Since the start of the pandemic, the 
library’s parking lot has been used 
for some programming, including an 
outside book sale, the Bubble Guy, and a 
sidewalk chalk program for teens. 

“We were able to use the Town’s ‘Take 
it Outside’ grant to do the outside book 
sale, which was very popular,” Swain 
said. 

Another sale is planned for Saturday, 
April 17, 2021, 10:00am-2:00pm, with a 
rain date on Saturday, April 24, 2021. 

Residents and guests of the community 
have also been utilizing the parking lot 
to gain access to the library’s extended 
Wi-Fi, using the square to go on walks, 
and children are using the back lot to ride 
their bikes with adult supervision. 
 
For more information on sponsoring 
a tree and other happenings at the 

Greenville Public Library, 
contact Dorothy Swain at 
dorothysn@yahoo.com.
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Ask an Expert
My name is Tom Lopatosky. I’m the President of LOPCO Contracting 
(www.LopcoContracting.com) and I’m honored to have the opportunity to talk to 
you about home improvement on a monthly basis. 

I love answering your questions! Please send them to tom@LopcoContracting.com 
or call 401-270-2664. Thanks in advance for taking the time to read this column!

About Tom Lopatosky
Tom Lopatosky has run his own RI-based carpentry and painting 
business since 1995; LOPCO Contracting – the “Personable, 
Particular Professionals” – specializes in carpentry and exterior & 
interior painting. Recently LOPCO Contracting was named ‘RI’s 
Finest Painting Contracting Company’ by ShopInRI Magazine. In 
2013, Tom was named “Humanitarian of the Year” by the Painting 
and Decorating Contractors of America (PDCA) and a “40 Under 
40” award winner by Providence Business News. He is a member 
of both PCA (Painting Contractors Association) and RIBA (Rhode 
Island Builders Association). Tom has often had weekly ‘Home 
Improvement Tips’ that have aired on the radio on 630 WPRO AM 
and on television on WPRI 12.

Why Does the Paint on My House Bubble?

See Ask an Expert, page 19

Recently I had two different 
conversations that essentially asked 
pretty much the same thing.

“Tom, why does the paint on my house 
bubble?”

The answer to each was a question from 
me.

“When you see it bubbling, what else is 
happening at that time?”

Although there are numerous reasons as 
to why paint might bubble, I am going 
to address the two specific reasons why 
the paint was bubbling in these particular 
circumstances that I was asked about.

In the first example, the individual 
mentioned that she was in the process 
of painting her home and everything 
seemed fine for a week, but then about a 
week after it was done, she noticed that 
the house seemed to be bubbling.

After speaking with her further, there 
were no obvious signs of moisture 
involvement and it only seemed to 
bubble in areas that the sun shined on 
and only when the sun was actually 
shining on it.

In this case, I believe that something 
two-fold was occurring.

I believe that the paint coating that was 
applied was not fully bonded to the 
coat beneath it (this could be for several 
different reasons).

Typically it takes at least 30 days for 
paint to fully cure. Although these days, 
paint may dry to the touch fairly quickly, 
it still does not maintain its full hardness 
for some time afterward.

If a paint coating is not fully bonded 
to the coating/surface below it and the 
coating has not yet achieved its full 
hardness (/tightness), a little heat from 
the sun will typically pull any air in 
between the coating and the surface 
directly below it to a point (or several 
points ...) and cause it to bubble.

In the second example, after asking 
the person some questions about the 
circumstances of their issue, it seemed 
that somehow moisture was working its 
way in behind the paint coatings.
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Smithfield High School Welcomes Back 
Seniors Full-Time | by Sophia DeJesus

The coatings had already been on the 
house for quite some time, so a coating 
needing to cure did not appear to be part 
of the problem.

This particular home was quite old 
(about 175 years old or so) and 
sometimes in older homes, moisture can 
creep behind places in peculiar ways.

When the moisture crept behind the 
wooden clapboard that the paint coatings 
were attached to, as the surface heated 
up, the moisture would tend to be pulled 
and gathered in certain areas to points 
which would create bubbles.

In fact, if you were to pop one of the 
bubbles, water would come out of it.

To “trick” the moisture, we ended up 
breaking the seal at the butts of the 
clapboards and using a wedge (basically 
a tiny shim) directly behind the areas 
where the bubbles were forming.

The idea with this is that as the climate 
moves to pull the moisture to the various 
points, instead of trying to find its way 
out through the paint coating in the front 
of the clapboard, it would have a much 
easier escape on the backside of the 
clapboard.

Ask an Expert, from page 18

Though these are just two examples, 
paint coatings could form bubbles on the 
surfaces they are attached to for a wide 
variety of reasons.

If you are experiencing bubbling on 
your exterior paint coatings and haven’t 
the foggiest idea as to exactly why it is 
happening, please feel free to reach out 
to our office, set up a conversation with 
us, and let’s see if we can work together 
to figure it out!

On Monday, March 8th, Smithfield 
High School welcomed their seniors 
back to school full-time. Previously 
participating in a hybrid schedule, the 
seniors were only in school every other 
day. Teachers and administration have 
been doing their best to accommodate 
all seniors in each class while making 
sure that COVID guidelines are still 
being followed. Though the first week 
was a little different, the seniors seem 
to be enjoying themselves, as they are 
able to see all of their peers again. 

Our beloved Family and Consumer 
Science teacher, Ms. Cassano noted 
that, “the hallways seem alive again,” 
and “the atmosphere has definitely 
improved.” 

Upon reaching high school, the one 
thing that underclassmen always seem 
to look forward to is their senior year. 
It’s supposed to be filled with the best 
memories as students enjoy and make 

the most of their last year as a teenager 
in high school. However, due to this 
pandemic, the class of 2021 has had 
quite the opposite of the stereotypical 
senior year. Coming back to school 
full-time has raised some spirits as 
there are more opportunities now 
available in terms of senior privileges. 

After completing one full week back, I 
reached out to some of my classmates 
in order to see how they were feeling 
about being back in school full-time. 

Maegan Grant spoke about how 
stressful it is for the seniors to have to 
repeat the same schedule twice a week, 
and feels “in half of the classes [she] is 
wasting [her] time away and just doing 
nothing.” Maegan also commented 
that, “the teachers are stressed out as 
well, the classes are crowded.” 

Class president Chris Olean, feels that 
“coming to school is a lot less tasking 

as everyone is looking forward to 
seeing all their friends and having fun.” 
He also believes that part of the fun is 
because the seniors are able to relax as 
the school year ends. To finish up his 
thoughts, Olean said, “I think overall it 
was a smart choice to have a fun end of 
the year.” 

Hallie Brown enjoys being back 
together with all of her friends 
but thinks “overall it's just really 
challenging for students to adjust at 
this point and it's harder on the teachers 
because they have to teach the same 
lesson twice.” 

With only a few months left until 
graduation, the class of 2021 is eager 
to finish the school year strong and 
make as many memories as they can. 
Although the circumstances aren’t 
ideal, we have to remind ourselves, 
“us, we, together, family, sentinels!” 
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Army Sergeant Allen Uttley of Greenville came home after 
completing his tour of duty in Korea.  

Airman Barry S. Black of Esmond completed basic training at 
Lackland Air Force Base, and was slated for further training as 
a communications and electronics systems specialist.  

T/Sgt. Kenneth E. Bessette of 
Esmond received his third Air 
Force Commendation Medal. He 
was serving at Travis Air Force 
Base in California. 

Airman George H. Jaswell 
completed basic training at 
Lackland Air Force Base, and 
was slated for further training 
as an Aircraft Equipment 
Maintenance Specialist.   

Navy Petty Officer 2/c James 
R. Hall of Esmond was serving 
aboard the U.S.S. Truxtum.  

Navy Perry Officer 3/c Lloyd 
Courtemanche of Greenville 
was serving aboard the U.S.S. 
LaSalle. 

Second Lieutenant Michael D. 
Grace of the Rhode Island Air 
National Guard was awarded his 
pilot wings at Williams Air Force 
base in Arizona.     

Marine Corporal Michael C. 
Dodge of Douglas Pike was 
serving in the 2nd Marine Air 
Wing at Cherry point, North 
Carolina. 

Ladies of the Emblem Club 
held a special meeting 
which was attended by Rose 
Centofanli, Mary Hill, Helen 
Mowry, Beverly Moreau, 
Mildred Campbell, Mary 
Shaw, Genevieve Caloura, 
Mildred Johnson, Fran Kohler, 
Doris Torti, Lydia Bell, Stella 
Kernacki, Evelyn Newman, 

50 years Ago – April, 1971     | by Jim Ignasher

Congratulations to
Gail Banas
Winner of the 

March 1971 Trivia
Florence Fabrics was located 

at 546 Putnam Pike now 
occupied by Ivy and Lace

Doreen Collins, 
and Mary 
Schiffman, the 
club president. 

The former 
Scuncio Chevrolet 
car dealership, 
once located on 
Rt. 44 where Stop 
& Shop is today, 
was offering a 
choice of a free football, soccer ball, or basketball, with every 
major engine tune-up.    

Miss Lee Wilkinson of Limerock Road won first place in the 
Rhode Island Music teachers Association Annual Piano and 
Voice Auditions held at Rhode Island College. 

Fifteen members of the Smithfield Police Department completed 
a five week special training course.  Their names were listed 
in a local newspaper, but only their first initials were given.  A. 
Thibodeault, R. Leveille, K. Brown, J. Lester Tobion, N. Jordan, 
D. Ciotola, F. Davis, J. Goff, D. Goff, W. Williams, Jr., R. 
Eberts, F. Peters, W. Morgan, R. Landry, and M. Ciotola.

On April 14 the Apple Blossom Club installed new officers at a 
function held at the Club 44 on Putnam Pike.  Betty Paily was 
elected president; Carmel Lancia, vice president; Anne Baglini, 
corresponding secretary; Judy Lawton, recording secretary; 
Anne Allen, treasurer.  

If one went to the movies in April of 1971 they might have 
seen “Bananas”, a comedy directed by and starring Woody 
Allen who while trying to impress a his ex-girlfriend (played by 
Louise Laser) travels to South America and gets involved in a 
revolution in the mythical country of San Marcos.

Another popular film was “Valdez is Coming”, a western drama 
starring Burt Lancaster, who attempts to seek compensation for 
the wrongful death of a wrongly accused man and his wife.      

On April 15, Captain Nelson French and Private Wayne Brown 
of the Georgiaville Volunteer Fire Department were guest 
speakers at the Smithfield Boy Scout Troop 1 monthly meeting.  
The pair lectured on Fire Safety and prevention.  

Advertisements appeared asking voters to approve a new police 
station at the May 8th town financial meeting. In April of 1971, 

See 50 Years Ago, page 21
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Greenville Public Library
573 Putnam Pike, Greenville, RI 02828

Contact: Cassie Patterson  •  401-949-3630 ext 117
greenvilleasstdirector@gmail.com  •  greenvillelibraryri.org

the police station was still located at the town hall.   

On April 29 the Smithfield Music Association sponsored a Jazz 
and woodwind concert featuring the group “Rhapsody in Blue”, 
and the University of Rhode Island Symphonic Wind Ensemble.   

The historic Amy Arnold House located on Putnam Pike in 
Greenville Center was demolished to make way for modern 

construction. The home had stood in the area of 600 Putnam 
Pike next to the Dr. Eddy House which is still standing. 

Top songs for the month of April, ’71, included “Joy to the 
World” by Three Dog Night, “What’s Going On?” by Marvin 
Gaye, “Put Your Hand in the Hand” by Ocean, and “Never Can 
Say Goodbye” by the Jackson Five. 

2021 Poetry Contest
Poets of all ages are invited to enter the Greenville Public 
Library's 4th annual poetry contest. Poets may enter from 
April 1-24, 2021. Poets may submit their poems in person at 
the library, by mail, or through an online form. The winners 
will be announced at a virtual poetry reading via Zoom on 
Saturday, May 1.

Contest Guidelines:
 • Each poet may submit one poem for consideration.
 • Poets may use any poetic form.
 • Poems may not be longer than 1 typed page.
 • The Woodland Whispers Committee will select one 

winner in each age group: children (through grade 5); 
young adults (grades 6-12); adults (18+)

 • There will be no winner in any category with only 1 entry
 • Poets do not need to attend the virtual poetry reading to 

win.

Visit the library website for the entry form at greenvillelibraryri.
org. Submit questions via email to greenvillepubliclibrary@
yahoo.com or call us at 401-949-3630.

The Wax Pack author Brad Balukjian
Thursday, April 1 at 6:00 pm

Join us virtually to meet Brad Balukjian, author of The Wax 
Pack: On the Open Road in Search of Baseball’s Afterlife, 
an NPR Best Book of 2020 and a LA Times Bestseller. Is 
there life after baseball? Starting from this simple question, 
The Wax Pack ends up with something much bigger and 
unexpected – a meditation on the loss of innocence and the gift 
of impermanence, for both Greenville native Brad Balukjian 
and the former ballplayers he tracked down. To get a truly 
random sample of players, Balukjian followed this wildly 
absurd but fun premise: he took a single pack of baseball cards 
from 1986 (the first year he collected cards), opened it, chewed 
the nearly thirty-year-old gum inside, and then embarked on 

a quest to find all the players in the pack. Alternately elegiac 
and uplifting, The Wax Pack is part baseball nostalgia, part 
road trip travelogue, and all heart, a reminder that greatness is 
not found in the stats on the backs of baseball cards but in the 
personal stories of the men on the front of them.

Brad Balukjian is director of the Natural History and 
Sustainability Program and teaches biology at Merritt College 
in Oakland, California. He is also a freelance writer and has 
published articles in Rolling Stone, the Los Angeles Times, 
National Geographic, Slate, Discover, Smithsonian, Natural
History, NOVA Next, and Islands.

Register online to receive a link to our Zoom meeting. Visit 
our event calendar online at greenvillelibraryri.org to register 
or call us at 401-949-3630.

Wildlife Solutions: Black Bear Basics
Wednesday, April 7 at 6:00 pm

Join us virtually for the Wildlife Solutions Series presented 
by RI DEM. American black bears disappeared from Rhode 
Island and much of New England following colonization, but 
with populations in surrounding states growing, Rhode Island 
will soon see their return. Already, black bear sightings are 
becoming more frequent and concerns about encounters are 
common. If communities can come together and integrate 
bear-conscience strategies, we can avoid problems with bears 
in advance of their establishment.

This session will address what to do when encountering a 
bear, how to avoid drawing bears to your yard, and present 
the results of the DEM American Black Bear Study. This 
virtual program is being presented in partnership with RI 
DEM. Attendance is free, but registration is required to 
receive a Zoom link. Please register on the event calendar at 
greenvillelibraryri.org. Check the DEM website at dem.ri.gov 
for other upcoming events.

50 Years Ago, from page 20
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IMHO | by Ron Scopelliti

Not all those who wander are lost. Just me.

Last week I thought I lost my Swiss Army knife, which 
sent me into a bit of a panic. It’s not so much that I’m 
materialistic, but there’s a lot of history in this knife, which 
I bought in the late eighties. It reminds me of a time in my 
life when I needed it because I did a lot more work with my 
hands than I do now. It reminds me of a time when I bought 
my first new car. It reminds me of kissing a certain girl 
outside the Paradise Rock Club thirty-something years ago. 
It also reminds me that things worked out much better with 
the knife than they did with the girl.

I eventually found my knife, but it got me thinking that I’m 
much less comfortable losing things than I am getting lost 
myself. Getting lost tends not to bother me. In fact, I have 
some really fond memories of getting lost, particularly in 
the woods. One of my favorites was during a vodka-fueled 
December ramble through the woods around URI with a 
small group of friends, back in the early 80s. For some 
reason I always used to get designated as the pathfinder on 
adventures like this, and when my navigation admittedly got 
us a bit off track, one of my friends starting singing Good 
King Wenceslas, but replacing the lyrics with, “Which way 
are we going, Ron? Which way are we going?” It may have 
been meant as a dig at my navigational skills, but I took it as 
a win. I mean, how often do you get to replace a king/saint 
in a song? Isn’t it worth getting lost to achieve that honor? 

As it turns out, we weren’t lost for that long, and we made 
the most of it while we were. At some point we found a 
radio tower, and spent a bit of time hitting the guy wires 
with a fallen tree limb to replicate the sound of Star Wars 
blasters. And, being that it was in a clearing, we had a good 
enough view of the winter sky to find the North Star, and 
figure out how to get back to campus. We all got back home 
without getting frostbite or having to resort to cannibalism 
to stay alive – what’s not to like?  If we hadn’t gotten lost, 
we wouldn’t have had nearly as much fun, and we wouldn’t 
have confirmed the classic Star Wars rumor that we’d all 
heard.

Unfortunately, it’s not as easy to get lost in Rhode Island 
if you’re in a car. If you drive for a while, you either run 
into an ocean, or a sign telling you that you’re leaving the 
state. Unless you’re in Woonsocket or Pawtucket, obviously.  
One rare time that I really got frustrated about being lost 
was trying to get to Rte. 95 after a Rhode Island Press 

Association meeting at the 
Pawtucket Times. I remember 
following signs that purported 
to point me towards the 
highway, steering my long-
suffering Toyota Paseo (god 
rest its soul) through the city’s 
maze of intersections and 
one-way streets until I reached 
a particular stoplight. While I waited at the light, I realized 
that I’d been through the intersection before, only from a 
different direction. That’s when I decided to ignore the signs 
and navigate by the sun, knowing that the general direction I 
needed to travel.

Both of those instances were, as you may have guessed, 
before the days of GPS for civilians. If they happened 
today, the path home probably would have been a single 
voice command away. But if Siri had been around to give 
me directions to Rte. 95, I would have been robbed at that 
sudden realization that the sun was more reliable than the 
signs. And if Google Maps had given my friends and me a 
satellite view of the forest at URI, we wouldn’t have had that 
peaceful moment looking up into a clear winter sky to find 
our way out of the woods.

Now I’ve got a phone that remembers where my car is 
parked. When I get into the car, it tells me where I’m going 
based on my previous driving habits, and how long it will 
take to get there. And it does this all without even asking me 
if I want it to. The age of helicopter-parenting phones has 
made it more obvious to me than ever that getting lost isn’t a 
problem. It’s a privilege. 

Enrolling Summer and Fall 2021
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Mother Natures Florist
Full Service Florist Since 1976

401-949-1142     570 Putnam Pike, Greenville, RI
Mary E. Ouellette       mother@natures.necoxmail.com

Happy Mother’s Day
Beautiful Art with Flowers 

Flowers & gifts for all occasions
Family funeral flowers  •  Sympathy arrangements

Local & worldwide delivery  •  All major credit cards accepted 

1201 Douglas Pike, Smithfield, RI 02917

401-231-0202
STORE HOURS: SUN - WED 11 AM-8PM

THUR - SAT 11 AM-9PM

DELIVERY EVERY DAY

10% Off order with Student ID 
$2 Delivery Charge Applies • $10 Minimum

Pick-Up or Dine-In Only

ORDER ONLINE @ WiseGuysSmithfield.com

Happy Easter 
Mention this ad and get 10% off your order.

Lauras‘
Bar and Grill

945 Douglas Pike, Smithfield, RI
(401) 349-2842 • LaurasBarAndGrill.com

Ask us about our private function rooms!

@LaurasBG @LaurasBarAndGrill

Lauras‘
Bar and Grill

945 Douglas Pike, Smithfield, RI
(401) 349-2842 • LaurasBarAndGrill.com

Ask us about our private function rooms!

@LaurasBG @LaurasBarAndGrill

Lauras‘
Bar and Grill

945 Douglas Pike, Smithfield, RI
(401) 349-2842 • LaurasBarAndGrill.com

Ask us about our private function rooms!

@LaurasBG @LaurasBarAndGrill

Lauras‘
Bar and Grill

945 Douglas Pike, Smithfield, RI
(401) 349-2842 • LaurasBarAndGrill.com

Ask us about our private function rooms!

@LaurasBG @LaurasBarAndGrill

Shop  Local
      This Easter Season

It’s Zeppole Season!
Happy Easter – Buona Pasqua!

Open 7am- 7pm  – 7 days a week
915 Atwood Ave., Johnston, RI (next to St. Rocco’s  Church)

401-919-5777

Interested in advertising in 

?
Call 401-232-9600 or visit our 

website at smithfieldtimesri.net
for more information.
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More photos from Smithfield Senior Center vaccination clinic,
from pages 4-5.

Photo credit Christine Serapiglia
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Inside The Brown Bag | By Peg Brown

The Victorian Hobby Revived ...
No, not knitting, 
needlepoint, or baking 
banana bread. While there 
has been an explosion in 
the purchase of supplies 
for more traditional 
pastimes, including a 
puzzle buying frenzy, 
a Victorian hobby with 
strong links to Providence, 
RI is surging. Dollhouses! 
That’s right, the building, 
designing and furnishing 
of miniature rooms and 
structures have become 
downright obsessive 
hobbies for some seeking 
to address an out-of-
control environment with 
precise order and detail. 
If we need proof of this 
pandemic phenomenon, 
Hands Crafts US reports 
a 650 percent growth in sales in 
miniature kits in the last year.  Has this 
hobby had the sought after “calming 
effect?” In many cases – not so much. 
(More on the unexpected challenges 
later.)

Not surprisingly, early examples of 
these miniature homes were found 
in the Egyptian tombs of the Old 
Kingdom. Made of wood and dating to 
over 5,000 years ago, these replicas of 
servants, animals and household items 
are thought to have been created mostly 
for the pyramid’s inhabitant’s journey 
into the afterlife. However, most of the 
surviving vintage dollhouses date to 
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, 
appearing in the wealthy homes of the 
Dutch, German and English. These 
were, unlike their moniker, not made 
for children, but rather to replicate 
one’s wealth through elaborate interior 

furnishings. Early dollhouses were 
called “baby houses,” to reflect that 
the English term “baby” was the word 
used in place of doll. Commissioned by 
Dukes, Princesses, Kings, Queens, and 
the very wealthy, they were entirely 
handmade, and placed in a cabinet, 
rather than a house-like structure. One 
from this era currently on display in 
Rijksmuseum is estimated to have cost 
its owner as much as 30,000 guilders – 
the rough equivalent of what it might 
have cost to construct a real house in 
Amsterdam at the time.

Enter TynieToy Company, founded 
in 1917 in Providence, RI, making 
authentic replicas of American antique 
houses and furniture in a 1:12 scale 
(one inch = one foot), still the most 
popular scale with adult collectors.  
In September, 2015, Susan Milmore, 
collector, appraiser and author was 

invited to make a presentation to 
the Providence Handicraft Club, 
centered around early twentieth 
century dollhouses manufactured by 
the TynieToy Company. In Milmore’s 
words, the Colonial Mansion “is the 
Holy Grail of TynieToy houses.” When 
first introduced in the 1920’s it listed 
for $200 (unfurnished) and was the 
largest of TynieToy’s designs.

Milmore described the Mansion’s 
distinctive features: “ten rooms ... five 
fireplaces ... electrical wiring going up 
to the third floor ... hand painted murals 
in the music room ... a second flight of 
stairs ... a unique system for hanging 
curtains ... and a kitchen ell with four 
rooms (instead of the standard two).  
By the mid-1920’s the Mansion could 
be purchased for $250; one sold in 

See Victorian Hobby, page 27
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Moe’s Mower repair
Servicing All Makes and Models

Spring Tune-up Time!
residential & CoMMerCial

20-Yr CrafstMan speCialist

i BuY & sell used equipMent

401-651-9053
35B lark industrial pkwY. • Greenville, ri 02828

recent years for $30,000.  Other styles in the TynieToy line 
included the Nantucket Cottage, whose image and plans 
appeared in the Ladies’ Home Journal in 1920, and the New 
England Townhouse, the most popular model whose design 
closely approximates the classic 18th century Georgian 
colonial apparent throughout Providence and Newport.

But back to its resurgence as a “pandemic hobby.” A 
recent Wall Street Journal article entitled “Looking for 
a Little Relaxation? Try Tufting a Tiny Chair” sparked 
my interest. While this may be a “hot hobby,” many who 
enthusiastically bought kits for houses or rooms found 
themselves carving, painting, and gluing spindles on 
dining room chairs; assembling a haiku replica of an IKEA 
catalogue; spending 20 hours trying to tuft a tiny armchair 
and attach a 3.5-inch door to a replica of antique birdcage.  
As one Ms. Fachner, stuck on step six of 26, stated, “if I 
ever put this thing together it’s going to be a treasure. This 
is going to belong in a museum.”

I completely understand ... honestly. In the early 1970s I 
decided to build my then 7-year-old daughter a dollhouse.  
I had one in the 1950’s made of lithographed tin and 
furnished with molded plastic furniture. Would that do? 
No. Off I went to Dwyer’s Doll House store in Warwick 
and purchased a complete kit for a center entrance, two-
story colonial. Had I stopped there it might not have led to 
divorce.  

Next came the adding of an additional room for the 
kitchen, the opening of the roof to make a child’s bedroom, 
electrification (including lamps and front door lights), 
hardwood floors, a shake roof, wainscoting, wall paper, 
crown molding, individually constructed stairs, windows 
and “Christian” doors that and opened and closed (with 
mullions and appropriate brass door knobs), a fireplace, 
patchwork quilts for the beds,  crocheted rugs, authentic 
colonial paint, shutters, and a needlepoint oriental rug done 
in 18 pt. mesh (yes, I did actually buy a pattern book of 
doll house needlepoint rugs!) That did not include furniture 
which I then had to assemble, stain and upholster. (I gave in 
and bought the house residents!) A special platform had to 
be constructed with wheels to move it up the stairs and into 
the living room for Christmas. 

Where is that dollhouse now, you might ask. Living in 
an open space between a closet and the ceiling in my 
living room. Where is my daughter?  Texas. However, in 
my recent cleaning out frenzy I came across wallpaper, 
molding, flooring etc. etc. from the dollhouse project – I 
sent them to her so that one day SHE can redecorate!

Victorian Hobby, from page 26
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509 Putnam Pike
Greenville, RI 02828
(Across from Navigant 

Credit Union)

401-949-3800

  Visit Us At...

Certified Public Accountants and Advisors

•	 In	person	appointments	(based	on	current	COVID	restrictions).
•	 Drop-off,	safely	email/upload,	Zoom,	and	telephone	conferences	are	also	available.
•	 We	are	a	locally	owned,family	operated	firm.
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•	 We	don’t	nickel	&	dime.
•	 Our	clients	don’t	leave	us.	We	have	clients	for	life.	That	says	it	all!

baileyinc.com

Why Choose Bailey & Company?

Need a Hand
With Your Taxes?

Now 
Accepting 

New Clients

509 Putnam Pike
Greenville, RI 02828
(Across from Navigant 

Credit Union)

401-949-3800

  Visit Us At...

Certified Public Accountants and Advisors

•	 In	person	appointments	(based	on	current	COVID	restrictions).
•	 Drop-off,	safely	email/upload,	Zoom,	and	telephone	conferences	are	also	available.
•	 We	are	a	locally	owned,family	operated	firm.
•	 No	gimmicks,	no	false	promises.
•	 We	will	prepare	an	honest	tax	return	for	a	reasonable	fee.	
•	 We	will	help	you	minimize	your	current	taxes	and	plan	for	next	year’s	taxes.
•	 We	are	current	with	all	of	the	changing	tax	laws.
•	 We	are	specialists	in	COVID-19	related	provisions.
•	 We	compute	your	tax	estimates	several	times	per	year	at	no	additional	charge.
•	 We	have	been	in	business	for	over	40	years.
•	 We	are	open	year	round...for	real,	the	lights	are	on	and	we	are	here	for	you!	
•	 We	provide	high	quality	accounting	services.
•	 We	are	the	most	personable	accounting	firm!
•	 We	don’t	nickel	&	dime.
•	 Our	clients	don’t	leave	us.	We	have	clients	for	life.	That	says	it	all!

baileyinc.com

Why Choose Bailey & Company?

Need a Hand
With Your Taxes?

Now 
Accepting 

New Clients



 The Smithfield Times  |  29 

Payne’s Picks | By Sarah Payne

April 2021
Movie Release

Thunder Force – April 9 (Netflix)

Ben Falcone directs this month’s superhero comedy, co-
starring Melissa McCarthy (Falcone’s wife) and Octavia 
Spencer. McCarthy and Spencer play childhood best friends 
who are reunited years later to fight crime using genetically 
engineered technology. McCarthy recently told People: 
“Working with someone you’ve known for over two decades 
is the best … I can't believe two girls who waited in line 
for The Price Is Right 20 years ago got to run around in 
superhero suits fighting and winning against the bad guys. It 
felt like a fever dream.”

TV Review

Schitt’s Creek (Netflix)

For the past couple of years, every time I’ve shared with 
someone that I need a new TV show to binge, they’ve 
recommended Schitt’s Creek. I’m not sure why I haven’t 
given the show a chance until now, a year after the final 
season premiered. The comedy, created by father-son duo 
Eugene and Dan Levy, premiered on CBC Television in 
2015. Last year it became the first comedy or drama series 
to sweep four acting categories at the Emmys. Eugene and 
Dan star in the show, which follows the story of the wealthy 
Rose family, who suddenly lose their money and are forced 
to move to a small town called Schitt’s Creek. The premise 
and dry humor are reminiscent of Arrested Development, but 
I would argue Schitt’s Creek carries a bit more heart over 
the course of its six seasons. With each episode running less 
than 30 minutes, it’s highly bingeable and hilarious.

Movie Reviews

I Care A Lot (Netflix)

In February, Rosamund Pike won a Golden Globe for Best 
Actress for her performance as Marla Grayson in I Care 
A Lot. The film is certainly stylish in its characterization 
of Marla, a court-appointed guardian who scams the legal 
system to take control of the assets of unsuspecting elderly 
people. Marla wears a blunt bob and killer pant suits that 
match her ruthless pursuit of personal gain at the expense 

of others. But what do we really know about Marla? The 
film gives very little backstory, and yet seems to expect the 
viewer to root for her. There’s too much shock-and-awe, 
convincing the viewer how evil Marla is, and not enough 
attention paid to her motivation and ultimate end game.  

Nomadland (Prime)

For many of us, living through a pandemic has been a stark 
reminder of what’s truly important in life. It’s been a year 
of isolation and strained social connection. I can’t count the 
number of times I’ve said to my husband: “At least we’re 
in this together.” Nomadland, based on a book by the same 
name, explores this idea of loneliness through the lens of 
real-life nomads – people who live on the road and out 
of their vans. Frances McDormand gives an impeccable 
performance as Fern, a widow on the road, steadfast in her 
decision to live life on her own terms. Ultimately, the film 
shines a light on those hurt most by the great recession. It 
raises questions about what it means to live a meaningful 
life. Fern’s dying friend, who also doesn’t have any children, 
chooses to live her last months out in nature on her own. 
Though she chooses a solo journey, she texts Fern a video of 
beautiful birds flying all around her. Does experiencing the 
beauty of nature have the same impact if there’s no one by 
your side to share the experience with? Nomadland reminds 
us to be grateful for basic necessities like running water and 
a bathroom, but also those relationships with our immediate 
family we might otherwise take for granted.
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Crossword  Puzzle

Answers to puzzle on page 41

Find the solution at

https://onlinecrosswords.net/7260
OnlineCrosswords.net
This is the Daily Crossword Puzzle #2 for Mar 12, 2021

Across

1. Island near Borneo

5. Partner of Clark or Martin

10. "That ___ Cat!" (1965)

14. Ken or Lena

15. ___-Dale

(Nottinghamshire resident)

16. Lamb's pen name

17. Daily Planet employee

18. Sour-faced one

20. Cute beginning?

21. "Vaya Con ___"

22. Ruling threesome

23. Emaciated

25. Part of a picket fence

26. Book with 150 chapters

28. Don't run with these

32. "Topper Takes ___"

(1939)

33. Finish among the first

three

34. ___ de plume

35. Hindu prince's title (Var.)

36. Do some goldbricking

37. Kin of Rover and Spot

38. "___ e Leandro"

(Mancinelli opera)

39. "... town, riding on ___"

40. Exult in winning

41. Scooping up a river

bottom

43. Name of the first

surviving quintuplets

44. Paddy product

45. Hummingbirds do it

46. Tarnish, as a reputation

49. Like a nursery rhyme

cupboard

50. Phrase heard in court or

church

53. Military uniforms

55. Refuse to acknowledge

56. River in a Christie title

57. Loosen a knot

58. Wrinkled fruit

59. Convey orally

60. Meat unit

61. Catalina, e.g.

Down

1. It may be practical

2. Haley or Trebek

3. General Stilwell of

WWII

4. Pantry pest

5. Certain rabbits

6. "The Cocktail Party"

poet

7. Some WWII service

personnel

8. Cuttlefish excretion

9. Where animals may

go for saline

10. Bus terminals

11. French pronoun

phrase

12. Hazard

13. Spaced-out org.?

19. Expunge

21. "What a ___!" (Bette

Davis quote)

24. Inter ___ (among

other things)

25. Hair-raising

26. Downsized

27. Brenda or Bart

28. Propel, as mud

29. French fries

alternative

30. Flying sci-fi monster

31. Dealt a mighty blow

33. Word with tag or

booth

36. Enlivened, in a way

37. Drifting ice sheet

39. Twinkle-toed

40. Collapse

42. Gibberish

43. Bandleader Jimmy or

Tommy

45. Wont

46. One word of advice

47. "Night" author Wiesel

48. Satiate

49. Sheet of matted

cotton, e.g.

51. Humdrum

52. Off-Broadway award

54. Genetic inits.

55. Start for juris or

generis
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By Paul Lonardo

You may be asking yourself, what 
is so interesting about an apron, 
a simple garment worn to protect 
the wearer’s clothes. This might be 
their basic function, but they have 
always been much more than that. 
Most people associate aprons with 
elderly grandmothers and the smells 
of cooking and baking. Even in this 
domestic setting, aprons serve a 
multitude of purposes, some practical 
like being used as a potholder for 
removing hot pans from the oven, 
others more compassionate, such as 
providing an ideal hiding place for 
shy kids to hide behind. They are also 
perfect for drying children’s tears. 
From the chicken coop, the apron has 
been utilized to delicately convey eggs 
and baby chicks. From the garden, they 
have carried the hardiest of vegetables. 
In the fall, the apron was used to bring 
in apples that had fallen from the trees. 
Wood chips and kindling were brought 
into the kitchen in the same apron. 
These are all portrayals from a well-
regarded poem by Tina Trivett called 
Grandma’s Apron.

Aprons are a symbol of warmth and 
hospitality and have a long history. 
Over the years, aprons have been 
worn as part of uniforms, trades, and 
rituals, and even as fashion statements. 
Because of their many purposes, aprons 
are made from a variety of fabrics, 
from cotton to rubber. Whatever 
purpose being served, aprons have 
been worn throughout the ages in many 
cultures.

Some of the earliest depictions of 
aprons were discovered in Crete on 
figurines of fertility goddesses dating 
back to 1600 BCE. Monuments and 
wall paintings in Ancient Egypt depict 
citizens wearing triangular-shaped 

Aprons Are Full of Nostalgia and Fond Memories

aprons as part of ceremonies and 
initiations.

During the medieval era, fabric was 
precious, so aprons were little more 
than scraps of material tied around the 
waist. In Europe, during the Middle 
Ages, aprons became so common 
that distinguishing styles emerged 
among the various trades. Blacksmiths, 
armor, and weapon makers, and other 
artisans and craftsmen, all adorned 
aprons. Tradesmen were referred to 
as “apron men.” English barbers, for 
example, were known as “checkered 
apron men.” Cobblers wore black to 
protect garments from the black wax 
used on shoes. Butchers wore blue 
stripes. Butlers wore green aprons. 
Blue was commonly worn by weavers, 
spinners, and gardeners. Stonemasons 
wore white aprons as protection 
against the dust of their trade. The 
Dutch wore aprons with skull and 

crossbones. Scottish lodges chose their 
own designs, colors, and shape of their 
aprons. Soldiers of the French Foreign 
Legion wore leather aprons as part of 
their ceremonial dress.

From these utilitarian beginnings, the 
modern apron became increasingly 
more stylish. During the Renaissance, 
some aprons were crafted from finer 
fabrics. Wealthy women adorned 
fanciful aprons with expensive lace 
and embroidery to keep their expensive 
gowns clean.

Politics and social customs ruled 
women’s fashion in the 17th century 
England when it was decreed that 
women and girls should dress 
‘properly.’ From this came Puritan look 
of white apron covering the long black 
dresses worn from neck to her toes by 
women.

During the industrial revolution 
in Victorian England, the boom of 
factories and development of sewing 
machines meant that consumers 
had virtually any option of apron 
available. Worn ubiquitously, the 
apron differentiated status between 
the employer and the employee, the 
uniform of the staff being strictly 
regulated. For example, a housemaid 
might wear a print dress during the day 
and then change into a black dress and 
dress apron for the evening service.

The trend of fashionable aprons 
continued into the 20th century, then 
became plain again during the Great 
Depression. Women would fashion 
aprons out of feed sacks to protect their 
clothing. Pinafore aprons, or “pinnies” 
as they were called, began to gain 

See Aprons, page 33
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 By Jim Ignasher

Ever get the feeling you’re 
being watched? Well, you 
just might be.  

Not to make anyone paranoid, 
but one can’t help noticing 
that for better or worse we live in a 
technological age where cameras monitor 
our every move: on the streets, at our 
work, and even in our homes. George 
Orwell got it right when he envisioned 
seventy-plus years ago that a time would 
come when cameras would be literally 
everywhere. And that wasn’t all he 
foresaw.  

For those who don’t know, Orwell was an 
early 20th century writer whose real name 
was Eric Arthur Blair. His writings led to 
the creation of the adjective “Orwellian”, 
used to describe anything detrimental 
or repressive to a free and open society.  
In 1949 he published his famous novel 
“Nineteen Eighty-Four”, set in the year 
1984, in which he portrayed a future of 
omnipresent surveillance created by an 
oppressive government euphemistically 
referred to as “Big Brother”. 

In the book, surveillance cameras were 
monitored by the “Thought Police”, 
an agency trained to read people’s 
expressions and deduce what they might 
be thinking. Anyone perceived to be 
discontented about the way “Big Brother” 
ran things was punished.

I imagine that those who read Orwell’s 
book during the mid 20th century 
considered the idea of a world filled with 
surveillance cameras as “far fetched”, and 
yet, here we are. While the Thought Police 
are a fictional agency, modern technology 
has far surpassed Orwell’s imagination. 
For example, he never envisioned camera 
equipped drones, smart phones, or that 
one day spy satellites would orbit the 
earth. And Orwell’s Thought Police 

didn’t have facial 
recognition 
technology capable 
of finding a single 

person of interest 
sitting in a crowded 

stadium. 

In today’s world highway cameras record 
our license plates and reveal our driving 
habits – not just were we’ve been, but 
how fast we drove to get there. Even the 
woods have camouflaged “trail cams” 
available through any sporting goods 
store. 

We’ve even put cameras in and around 
our homes any of which can be viewed 
remotely by Smart Phones. Is anyone who 
shouldn’t be watching? Probably not, but 
we never know for sure.     

One has to consider the fact that Orwell 
published his book four years after World 
War II ended. Fascism had been defeated, 
but communism was on the rise. Just 
imagine how terrifying the world might be 
today if Hitler’s NAZIs had had today’s 
technology at their disposal. The word 
NAZI, by the way, is an acronym for the 
National Worker’s Socialist Party.  

At the time Orwell’s book was published, 
it was considered “science fiction” when 
it came to technology, but it was based 
on recent historical events when it came 
to social issues.  For example, as with 
NAZI Germany, in 1984 freedom of 
expression was outlawed. If one openly 
disagreed with the status quo, or even 
thought contrary to what had become the 
new “social norms”, they risked becoming 
what Orwell called an “unperson”; 
someone who was purged from all public 
records and ceased to exist.  

Orwell’s 1984 also dealt with the subject 
of “history revision”. In one instance the 

book’s main character, Winston Smith, 
who worked as a records editor for the 
Ministry of Truth, engages his supervisor 
in a discussion over facts he knows to be 
true, but historical records now indicate 
otherwise. Winston is asked to state the 
Party slogan regarding control of the past. 

He replies, “Who controls the past 
controls the future; who controls the 
present controls the past.” 

His supervisor nods with approval, and 
then asks Winston if he believes the past 
is real. He is unsure how to respond. 

To control the populace more effectively, 
Big Brother required citizens to talk in 
“newspeak”, a language which simplified, 
changed, or censored certain words with 
the intent of making it difficult for persons 
to articulate particular ideas.  And minds 
were trained in “doublethink” in which a 
person had to ignore logical contradictions 
to specific arguments.  If Big Brother 
said two plus two equaled five, then 
five became the correct answer despite 
evidence to the contrary.   

Orwell’s 1984 is still in print today, and 
has been translated in sixty-five different 
languages. Perhaps the reason it has stood 
the test of time is because people can 
relate it to today’s world. 

As to the ever-present cameras, 
surveillance technology is here to stay 
and will likely become more sophisticated 
with time. Some would say that in many 
ways such technology has made us safer 
and more connected, and they’d be 
right, but others might argue differently, 
claiming that surrendering our privacy in 
exchange for safety is a slippery slope. 
And they too would be right.  

If George Orwell were alive today, I wonder 
what he’d have to say about the matter.    

“Orwellian” Times?
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Paul Harrison
Realtor

401-473-7059
paul@abbottproperties.com

Residential • Commercial
Sales and Leasing

380 Jefferson Blvd., Warwick, RI
148 Boon St., Narragansett, RI

Aprons, from page 31

popularity in this era, as depicted in the popular children’s 
doll of the time, Raggedy Ann, which was often dressed in 
a pinafore apron. Dorothy famously wore a blue and white 
gingham pinafore in The Wizard of Oz.

During the World War II era, women would wear flowery 
aprons as relief from the jumpsuits worn at factory jobs. The 
garment became even more fashionable in the 1950s when 
TV moms wore them on television programs like Leave it to 
Beaver and Father Knows Best.

Cheaper clothes and washing machines made aprons 
less common in the 1960s. That same decade, as women 
streamed into the workforce, aprons slowly fell out of 
fashion at home, but became a regular part of the work 
uniform, particularly in the food, drink, and hospitality 
industry. As a result, aprons were suddenly old-fashioned 
garments that only grandmothers wore at home.

Terry cloth and permanent-press aprons gained popularity in 
the 1970s as novelty aprons with various sayings emerged. 
Vintage aprons became the rage in the 80s while barbeque 
aprons made their debut. Logos began to appear on aprons in 
restaurants. As we entered the 21st century, aprons began to 
make a true comeback with vintage styles becoming popular 
again, and many pattern companies re-releasing styles with 
personal flares and touches to a whole new generation of 
apron wearers.

Today, aprons are a permanent fixture in homes, restaurants, 
bars, as well as around the home grill. In terms of both 
function and fashion, aprons are likely to be around for 
centuries to come. If it were not true, there wouldn’t be a 
museum located in Luka, Mississippi dedicated to not only 
aprons, but the stories they tell, while honoring the people 
that wore them.

375 Farnum Pike, Route 104
Smithfield, RI 02917

401-231-4830 • Text 401-753-3813
john@awtire.necoxmail.com

A&W Offers Vehicle Pick-Up & Delivery
To and From Your Home or Office!

OIL CHANGE
SPECIAL 

Refill up to 5 quarts of oil
Installation of New Oil Filter, 

Check Antifreeze, Belts & Hoses
Not valid on synthetic and diesel oil changes.

$25.00 Total 
“Out The Door”

FREE
CHECK ENGINE

DIAGNOSTIC
Regular Price $25

Save $25
A/C

Recharge
Regular price starts at $120

FOUR WHEEL
ALIGNMENT

$59.95
Regular Price $79.95

$50 off any
Brake repair work 

over $250
Cannot be used with 

any other coupon.

Coolant Flush
$89.00

Drain oil fluid and refill 
with new Coolant 

Regular Price $149

$50 off any
General repair work 

over $250 
Cannot be used with 

any other coupon.

$10 off 
Full Synthetic
Oil Change

Expires in 30 days
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During the American Revolution, the 
British employed German mercenaries 
to assist them in battle. These fearless 
Hessian soldiers were well trained 
crack shots and sided with the English 
in large numbers. Rhode Island militia 
were well aware of the capabilities 
these soldiers for hire possessed and 
therefore, trained extra hard in hopes of 
routing their advancing forces.

On August 29, 1778, a battle was 
fought in Portsmouth, Rhode Island. 
The skirmish was the largest battle of 
the Revolution in New England, and, 
according to Lafayette, the action of the 
Americans was "the best fought action 
of the war." Portsmouth's Historic and 
Architectural Resource report states;

"British troops, supported by three 
Hessian regiments, marched against 
the American troops at the north 
end of Aquidneck Island under the 
command of General John Sullivan. 
The first fighting occurred on Union 
Street and-in nearby fields, but the 
Americans withdrew to the north, took 
up defensive positions at Butts Hill 
and Lehigh Hill and the major battle 
took place in a broad valley between 
Lehigh Hill to the north and Almy 
Hill and Turkey Hill to the south. Two 
assaults upon Lehigh Hill by the British 
and Hessians were repulsed by the 
Americans. A Colonial Black Regiment 
drove back three more Hessian attacks. 
When the battle ended, by mid-
afternoon, the enemy had lost many 
men while General Sullivan’s forces 
suffered fewer casualties."
It is an important part of our heritage 
because African-American soldiers, 
part of the 1st Rhode Island Regiment 
successfully counteracted several 
furious Hessian charges. The fight took 

The Hessian Hole

place near Barker's Brook. The number 
of casualties tallied so high, the brook 
ran red with blood for several days 
thus being renamed "Barker's Bloody 
Brook."

Although the Hessian soldiers fought 
valiantly, they still lost thirty to sixty 
men. Another account stated several 
hundred lost. The exact number varies 
with the person recanting the incident. 
The deceased were buried in a large pit 
beside a willow tree. The tree is long 
gone but the large depression in the 
ground still marks where the remains 
of the soldiers are said to repose. There 
bones may be at rest but their souls are 
not.

On foggy nights the ghosts of the 
soldiers rise from their graves and 
solemnly march toward the western 
skies. The exact location of the grave 
is lost to antiquity. Some claim it is on 
the Abby grounds near Barker's Brook 
where the Carnegie Golf Course now 
sits. A report from the Providence 
Journal Almanac written over one 

hundred years ago places the Hessian 
Hole in the Lehigh State Picnic Grove 
just off of Route 114. A Works Progress 
and Administration Guide To Rhode 
Island And Massachusettsplaces the 
hole somewhere closer to Route 114.

The exact location, if it is any one of 
these three are within close proximity 
of each other so there is no need to 
worry about witnessing the spectral 
soldiers making their eternal march. 
During the writing of our book, 
Haunted Rhode Island, Arlene and I 
attempted to locate the exact spot of the 
Hessian Hole. The area has obviously 
changed over the centuries making 
it difficult to pinpoint the site. The 
only way to find it would be to hold a 
vigil on a foggy night and wait for the 
soldiers to rise from their grave.

If you are in the area and happen to get 
caught up in a fog, look for the picnic 
area and golf course, you just may see 
a ghostly squad of tall soldiers rising 
from the ground in an attempt to finish 
the mission they were paid to assist in.

Hessian Hole

By Thomas D'Agostino
www.tomdagostino.com
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A View From the 
Cheap Seats | Dan Pieroni

AJ’s Army’s Continuing Mobilization 
Proves How Sports Can Unite Us.

He is a high school senior not unlike 
many high school seniors. He still 
has dreams and aspirations about 
the future, even if they are now 
compromised.

What makes Anthony, “AJ “Quetta 
unique though is that unlike many high 
seniors he has become the seminal 
figure in a movement that has shown 
that there is still good in our world. On 
January 26, Quetta, a center on Bishop 
Feehan High School hockey team, 
crashed headfirst into the boards during 
a game. The resulting spinal cord injury 
was serious enough that Quetta could 
be paralyzed for life. 

Hardly anyone is truly prepared for 
this type of life-altering event in which 
split second decisions must be made 
on what to do next. Perhaps the best 
course of action was stated by Bishop 
Feehan President Tim Sullivan who 
told Boston’s WBZ-TV “When things 
are tough you count on your friends 
and your faith and you move forward 
one step at a time.” In AJ Quetta’s case, 
every little step towards a possible 
recovery has spiraled into a viral 
phenomenon few could have predicted.

Within hours, a GoFundMe page was 
set up by Quetta’s mother to aid in his 
treatment and recovery. To date, it has 
raised over $970,000 from donations 
all over the world. Subsequent media 
coverage has resulted in everyone 
from Ray Bourque to the entire Boston 
Bruins organization sending Quetta 
their well-wishes and support. Former 

Red Sox pitcher Curt Schilling, 
whose son was a former teammate of 
Quetta’s on a youth team in Walpole 
Massachusetts, recently organized an 
invitational hockey tournament and 
online auction in which 100% of the 
proceeds went to the Quetta family.

To me the most inspirational aspect 
of this entire ordeal is represented by 
the “AJ’s Army Facebook page, where 
kind strangers from anywhere and 
everywhere are taking the time to send 
cheerful messages of support. While 
performing a quick perusal of the page 
I found that inspiration for Quetta came 
in various forms.

There was the woman from Florida 
who was a classmate of his Dad who 
wrote in to let him know that she was 
praying for him to stay strong for a full 
recovery. The “Dublin Rose Pub” in 
Seekonk Massachusetts promised that 
they will donate 10% of their proceeds 
on March 28th to the GoFundMe page.  
Several folks have professed their love 
for Quetta by photos of lawn signs that 
let the world know they are apart of 
AJ’s Army and urging him to live by 
the mantra “stay strong”. Even people 
on the local level are getting into the 
act.

On March 4th, an AJ’s Army sign 
made by students from Smithfield High 
School was posted to the Facebook 
page. The sign is comprised of 
comprised of green solo cups to match 
the school’s colors and is flanked 
by green hearts on both sides of it. 
In the post’s caption, Quetta and his 
supporters were told that the Smithfield 
Sentinels are with them.

So even after all the well wishes, 
fundraisers, and decorative displays 
of support thrown Quetta’s way, one 
question still lingers: Why are we 
seemingly all with AJ?

The answer may lie in the old adage 
that it’s all fun and games until 
someone loses something.

AJ Quetta did not know on January 
26th that could potentially lose his 
ability to walk, or that he may never 
play hockey again. Sports is both 
a shared experience and brother/
sisterhood of comradery no matter 
what level it is played at. Very few 
have never experienced the thrill of 
athletic competition, and the values of 
hard work, cooperation, and resilience 
that sports teach.

Thus, when serious misfortune occurs, 
I think it is only natural for fellow 
athletes and those who appreciate 
sports to express empathy and assist 
any way they can. Throughout this 
experience we have learned how sports 
can be the catalyst in unifying us to 
make a difference.

Even if AJ Quetta never takes another 
step in his life, he no doubt will be 
gratified by the fact that he helped 
to prove we can still have faith in 
humanity. The vast reach of social 
media coupled with the kindness of 
strangers has created a recipe for hope, 
determination, and common decency 
within all of us.

Let us hope it continues.
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April Special
       Mix & Match Cases of Wine
   Choose Twelve 750ml or
 Six 1.5 liter bottles!

401-231-3980 • www.macsliquormart.com
200 Pleasant View Ave., Smithfield, RI

Expanded
selection of 
craft & local 
beers as well as 
ready to drink 
cocktails

15% off

Trust a local agency with the experience to tailor  
a customized insurance plan for your business.
For a complimentary review call 401.769.9500.

Hunter Insurance  
understands the insurance  
needs of local businesses.

www.hunterinsurance.net

Happy 4/20 Natures Medicine
 #letsgetbaked #maryjane #kissmeiamhighrish

April is National 
Cannabis 
Awareness 

Month
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PMA Handyman Services
For all your small home projects: 
Kitchen installments, carpentry, 
tile work, flooring, painting, 
light plumbing and electrical. 
Anything that needs repairing. 

Licensed #42112
and Insured 

Free Quotes

Call Pete Amoriggi at 
401-837-4117
PMAHandyman@gmail.com

No job is too small!

NO COST MEDICARE HELP

22A Lark Industrial Parkway, Greenville RI 02828
medicarestoreandmore.com (401)640-7500

Covering All Your Insurance Needs.

Smithfield Times Photo Contest Rules:
• Only the person who took the picture may enter.
• You must upload your photo no later than June 1.
• You may enter up to two photographs per person.
• Photos must be previously unpublished in print.
• Download your photos on our website at 

https://smithfieldtimesri.net/photo-upload
 include your name, contact information plus date and 

location where the photo was taken.

Calling all 
photographers

Photo Contest
Submit your best photos!

Each contestant may submit no more than 
TWO photos of People or Places in Northern 
Rhode Island. Photos must have been shot in 

Rhode Island in the last year. 
Deadline to submit is June 1. 

The photos will be judged by The Smithfield 
Times photographers and staff. The winning 

photos will be published in 
The Smithfield Times September magazine.

First place winner $100
Second place winner $75 

Third-place winner $50
Honorable mention  

for our

First Annual

Prizes →
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Stargazing | by David A. Huestis, 
 Historian, Skyscrapers, Inc.

Weatherwise spring has hopefully 
sprung as we begin April. But did you 
realize that many of the prominent 
winter constellations can still be 
observed? If the cold and snowy 
conditions in February and March 
prevented you from exploring the 
winter sky, it’s now time to say 
farewell to some star patterns that often 
get overlooked during mid-winter in 
our region of the country. With public 
night viewing at Seagrave Observatory 
and Ladd Observatory closed due to 
COVID-19, even I did not observe my 
winter sky friends. 

Once this column is published, I want 
you to scan the western sky after 
sunset to bid goodbye to many of the 
skies’ brightest star patterns. See the 
accompanying star map. Start with 
Perseus towards the northwest, then 
move your gaze south (to the left). 
Here you will encounter Taurus, with 
the prominent star clusters named the 
Pleiades (aka the Seven Sisters) and the 
Hyades. While a binocular view of the 
Pleiades does show a nice image, the 
ideal sight you want to achieve is with 
a telescope under low magnification so 
the entire cluster fits into the field of 
view. 

Above Perseus and Taurus, you’ll find 
Auriga. To the south (left) of Taurus 
you’ll encounter the Mighty Hunter 
Orion. And further to the left will 
be Canis Major, home of Sirius, the 

Time to Say Farewell to the Winter Constellations,
Mars Still Visible and the April Lyrids Meteor Shower

brightest star we can see in our sky 
other than the Sun. You’ll find Gemini 
the twins above Orion, and this star 
pattern will be the last of the winter 
constellations to set below the horizon.

If you don’t explore anything else in 
this region of the heavens before the 
constellations set, then make an effort 
to observe the Orion Nebula if you 
haven’t already done so this past winter 
season. In past columns over the years, 
I have highlighted this remarkable 
region of space where new stars are in 
the process of being born. Following is 
a brief description.

The grandeur of Orion resides in the 
region of his sword. Using binoculars, 
you'll see a wispy, hazy patch of green 
light enshrouding the stars. Using a 
telescope even under low magnification 
will reveal a greenish tinged nebula 
of dust and gas, the magnificent Orion 
Nebula. 

Mars Still Visible

Due to the orbital paths of Mars and the 
Earth, when Mars is visible it remains 
so for an extended period of time. 
The contrary is also true. When Mars 
disappears from view it remains hidden 
for an extended period of time. Right 
now, you can still observe Mars, as it 
resides in the constellation of Taurus. 
See star map. You may recall that Mars 
and the Earth had a close encounter 

back on October 6 of last year when 
our two worlds were only 38.6 million 
miles away from one another. At that 
time Mars was a very bright pumpkin-
orange in the night sky and its disk was 
sufficiently large to see a wealth of 
detail using a telescope. On April 1 that 
distance will be 164.5 million miles. 
Mars will be much dimmer than it was 
back in October. In fact, it will now 
be fainter than Taurus’ brightest star 
Aldebaran. While the planet will appear 
small even in a modest-sized telescope, 
perfect seeing conditions may allow 
one to discern a Martian surface feature 
or two. It doesn’t hurt to try.

April Lyrids Meteor Shower 

I always look forward to a decent 
display of shooting stars. While the 
upcoming April Lyrids meteor display 
on the night of April 21-22 is not a 
blockbuster event, one can potentially 
observe upwards of 20 meteors per 
hour in a dark country sky. The Lyrids 
appear to radiate outward from an area 
of sky on the Lyra-Hercules border 
near the bright star Vega, which will be 
about 45 degrees (halfway between the 
horizon and zenith) above the eastern 
horizon at midnight and well placed for 
observing.

A bright waxing gibbous Moon, about 
70% illuminated, will somewhat 

See Stargazing, page 39
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reduce visibility of the fainter meteors. 
However, it will be located more than 
100 degrees away to the west in the 
constellation of Leo, to the right of the 
backwards question mark asterism. 
While still a nuisance light source, 
the Moon shouldn’t compromise your 
observing session. Try to block the its 
brightness using a building or some 
trees.

These swift and bright meteors 
disintegrate after hitting our 
atmosphere at a moderate speed of 29.8 
miles per second. They often produce 
luminous trains of dust that can be 
observed for several seconds. 
The Moon will set just before 4:00 a.m. 
EDT, leaving a little more than an hour 
of moonless sky before dawn’s early 

light will begin to overwhelm the stars 
and the meteors.

Best of luck in all your observing 
endeavors.

David A. Huestis

Stargazing, from page 38
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Winner of Best Groomer in Blackstone Valley 
by Rhode Island Monthly – 3rd Year in a Row!

VILLAGE PAWSVILLAGE PAWS
Open 7 days a week 

to suit your busy schedule.

Call and tell us your needs ... we’ll make it work!

Best grooming, great prices and the most 
experienced groomers in the area.

Save $10 Off  Your First Appointment

615 Putnum Pike Greenville, RI 
401.949.5000

NAIL TRIMS ARE ALWAYS FREE!

The Home of  Doodle Queens
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Answers to Crossword Puzzle 
from page 30.

259 Putnam Pike, Smithfield, RI 
(401) 349-5444

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL  
PIEZONI’S & SAVE  

20% OFF  
YOUR ORDER
USE CODE: STM2021
EXPIRES 5/31/21
Valid at Smithfield PieZoni’s  
location only. Cannot be  
combined with other offers. ORDER ONLINE PIEZONIS.COM

Tim Jones
Cartoonist
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         To all my family and friends.
    When Tomorrow Starts Without Me
      And I am not there to see, If the sun         
  should rise to find your eyes all filled with     
  tears for me.
  I know how much you love me, as much 
as I love you, and each time that you think of me, I know you'll 
miss me too.
   When tomorrow starts without me, please try to understand, 
that an angel came and called my name, and took me by the hand.
   The angel said my place was ready, in Heaven far above, and 
that I'd have to leave behind all those I dearly love. 
   But when I walked through Heaven's Gates, I felt so much 
at home, for God looked down, smiled at me, and told me 
"Welcome Home." 
  So when tomorrow starts without me, don't think 
were far apart, for every time you think of me, 
I'm right there in your heart.
Gisela N. Carrier 3/11/2003 - 3/1/2020
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If we didn’t treat our
customers right, our

owners would be mad.

Because they’re
the same people.

Our owners are our customers.

Federally insured by NCUA
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 North Smithfield  
947 Victory Highway 

North Smithfield, RI 02896 
(401) 762-2830  

                     Cranston 
95 Sockanosset Cross Rd 

 Suite 301 
Cranston, RI 02920 
(401) 942-0300  

    Smithfield   
1 Garnett Lane 

Suite 8         
Greenville, RI 02828 

(401) 349-4355       


