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A Spring Peeper (tiny in size compared to the plant leaf it's resting on.)
Photo courtesy of Jim Gass's late Uncle Robbie, a consummate sportsman and naturalist.
Story on page 4.
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Choosing the right
orthodontist isn’t easy.
Until you hear what our patients have to say.
When I was told that my child needed braces,
my neighbor suggested Dr. Romani. And when
I asked her why, she smiled and said:
“Well, look what she did for my teeth, and now
that Anthony is old enough, she’s taking care of
his smile as well…in fact, it was my dentist that recommended Dr.
Romani and I’m so glad he did.” –Manuela C, Chepachet office patient
See for yourself why so many neighbors and dentists
recommend Romani Orthodontics. Call today for a
free comprehensive evaluation.
Dr. Kirsten Romani
Certified Elite Preferred Provider of
Invisalign and Invisalign Teen
®

®

VOTED TOP ORTHODONTIST
7 YEARS RUNNING

by Practicing RI Dentists

RomaniOrthodontics.com
Chepachet: 568-ll 88
East Providence: 434-ll 27
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300 Front Street, Lincoln, Rhode Island, 02865-0089 (401) 726-5577

The Rhode Island Supreme Court licenses all lawyers in the general practice of law. The Court does not license or certify any lawyer as an expert or specialist in any field of practice.
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The Nature of Things |

by James Gass

Little Piping Frogs are the True Heralds of Spring
It’s easy to think that spring might
actually be on its way. Days are
getting longer and warmer. The snow
is melting. Red-winged blackbirds
are singing “conk-a-ree!” from the
marshes. But although those could be
early signs of spring, it’s just a tease.
Spring won’t really be here until the
peepers start calling.
Naturalist John Burroughs once said,
“From what fact or event shall one
really date the beginning of spring?
The little piping frogs usually furnish
a good starting-point.” And I agree. An
ear-splitting chorus of spring peepers
coming from every pond, swamp or
marsh tells me that spring has finally,
and irreversibly, arrived. They’re
shouting winter away.

degrees F, even if some of their body
fluids become completely frozen. A
glucose buildup in their blood prevents
damage to their tissues.
When I was growing up, it was a keen
competition between my mother and
our neighbor Polly Hough to be the
first one to report the appearance of
spring peepers in the swamp behind
our house. At the first faint “peep,”
one would excitedly call the other
to win bragging rights to be the first
one to have heard the very first spring
peeper that year. It was a tradition they
continued for many years, even after
they had moved away from each other.

Though you may have heard them
called “peep toads,” spring peepers
are not toads but are a diminutive
species of chorus frog. They are about
1-2 inches long, light brown or tan
in color and have a cross-like pattern
on their back. Like other frogs in the
family Hylidae, they have toe pads
for climbing but prefer to dwell in the
leaf litter of the forest floor. Although
seldom seen, they are one of the most
common amphibians in New England.

Another one of our neighbors had
“Hyla” as her first name. Back then,
the scientific name for spring peeper
was Hyla crucifer. It has since been
changed to Pseudacris crucifer. She
was disgusted that her mother named
her after a slimy little frog that lived in
a swamp. She eventually learned that
the word crucifer refers to the pattern
on a peeper’s back and its promise
of rebirth (crucifer is Latin for ‘cross
bearer’), a message these delightful
creatures bring to us each and every
spring. Being a Christian, she warmed
up to the name after that.

Spring peepers live in the woods most
of the year and only come down to
wetland areas from March through
June to breed. The high-pitched call of
chorusing males attempting to attract
females can be heard up to a half mile
away (females do not call). Once the
breeding season ends, they retreat back
to the uplands. Hibernation begins in
late November under logs or behind
tree bark. During the winter, peepers
can survive temperatures as low as 17

I was an expert frog catcher when I
was a kid but I was always stymied as
how to nab one of these elusive little
anurans. Polly’s husband Don, one the
kindest and funniest men I ever knew
told me how it was done. It was an old
trick he learned as a boy growing up in
Massachusetts; simple, but effective.
All you had to do was light a large
white candle (‘had to be white,’ he
said), put it on a flat wooden board
anywhere near calling peepers, have a
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seat, and wait. He assured me that they
would be drawn to it like moths to a
flame.
Deeply skeptical of this, I tried the
procedure one chilly night in March
and it worked! As I sat there shivering,
I could hear several peepers getting
closer and closer until they were right
next to the board. By the light of the
candle I could see them calling, their
vocal sacs looking like miniature
balloons. I remember being amazed
at how small they actually were, at
how a creature that tiny could make
such a huge racket. I caught a couple
and put them in an empty aquarium in
my room, and listened all night while
they called to their cousins outside.
I released them first thing in the
morning.
Years ago, a nationally known
newscaster became emotional on
air when a herpetologist he was
interviewing told him that, due to
overdevelopment and pollution, certain
species of amphibians in this country
were in danger of disappearing forever.
He was ridiculed for crying over
frogs, but I know how I would feel if
I was told this might happen to spring
peepers. Because none of the other
signs of the season say to me “SPRING
IS FINALLY HERE!” quite like a huge,
ringing chorus of the little piping frogs.

Closing elementary school commemorates town landmarks
By Paul Lonardo

With the imminent closing of Greenville’s Winsor Elementary School
at the end of this school year, annual fundraising has taken on an extra
special meaning for students, faculty and parent volunteers.
The school, which opened its doors to Smithfield grade-schoolers in
1933, was named in honor of William Winsor (1819-1904), a man who
had given so much to the town of Greenville during his life, serving
more than thirty years as Town Treasurer. He was also an officer of
the Smithfield Savings Bank following its establishment in 1872, and
throughout his life William Winsor was interested in education.
The historic school building has served the town and the memory of
the William Winsor well for nearly a century. However, the structure is
outdated and in need of major repair. Instead of embarking upon a costly
refurbishing project, it was decided that the school would be closing its
doors permanently after school breaks for summer recess in June. With
a new edition nearing completion on Anna McCabe Elementary, Winsor
students will merge with students at McCabe and form a school that will
be named Pleasant View Elementary.
Each year, proceeds collected from fundraising efforts at Winsor
See School Closing, page 6

Front Row (holding the blanket) left to right: Dylan Wolf,
Genevieve Cafferty, Emma Casazza. Middle Row, left
to right: Adalyn Domenico, Addison Argenti, Mallory
Cavanagh. Back Row, left to right: Tristen Brown,
Jackson Roumelis, Brody Drzal
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School Closing, from page 5

Alycia Casazza, a parent-volunteer
and the chairperson for the 5th grade
committee, suggested selling a
commemorative blanket featuring historic
landmarks from around town.

the images of ten Smithfield landmarks
that will be recognizable to everyone in
town. Casazza contacted Katie Law, the
president of the Smithfield Preservation
Society, to help decide which landmarks
were the most historic and appropriate
to be on the blanket. Casazza designed
each blanket from photos she had taken
herself. The ten landmarks chosen include
the Smithfield Fire Station, the Greenville
Public Library, the Greenville Baptist
Church, St. Thomas Episcopal Church,
Anderson-Winfield Funeral Home,
Waterman Winsor Farm, Smithfield
Exchange Bank, the Masonic Lodge, The
National Exchange Bank of Greenville,
and the William Winsor School.

“My husband and I came up with the
idea for the blankets,” Casazza says.
“We have a similar blanket from a town
we previously lived in New Jersey that
sold blankets like this one, with historic
landmarks from around the town. So,
that’s where we got the idea.”

“Everyone that we approached about using
images of their building or business on this
blanket was super supportive and happy
to help,” Casazza says. “It is just one of
the things that makes Greenville such a
wonderful community to live in. Everyone
is always there to support each other.”

The Winsor school blankets will feature

Some of the proceeds generated by the

Elementary are used mostly for end of
the year events, yearbooks, and other
things for the 5th grade class. Last year,
metal ornaments featuring an image of
the school were sold to raise money for
the class, and while that item sold very
well, this year everyone wanted to do
something different to memorialize the
2021 class, the last Winsor will promote
to middle school.
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blankets will be used for a class gift
from the 2021 Winsor class and given
to Pleasant View Elementary, the new
school. While a specific gift hasn’t been
determined yet, Casazza believes it could
possibly be a bench located on the new
school grounds as a remembrance of
William Winsor class of 2021.
“William Winsor school is such a special
community elementary school and has
given such fond memories to so many
over all these years,” Casazza says.
The blankets are 50x60 inches and made
of 100% cotton. It is a woven blanket
with tasseled edges and made in the USA.
Dozens of blankets have been sold so
far and interest continues to grow. Any
number of blankets can be ordered and
fulfilled, but the cost is far less, $65 per
blanket, when they are able to be ordered
in bulk from the vendor. All proceeds go
to the William Winsor Class of 2021. If
anyone is interested in ordering a blanket,
they can contact Alycia Casazza at
acasazza311@yahoo.com

FEEL
LUCKY

Twin Rivers Hearing Health specializes
in all areas of hearing, including tinnitus
(ringing in the ears) and hearing aids.
Schedule your appointment online
at twinrivershearing.com

1000 off

$

a set of Oticon More Hearing Devices
Offer expires 3/31/21

with Better
Hearing

Your best bet for hearing healthcare in Lil’ Rhody since 2001
AWARD WINNING AUDIOLOGIST

Dr. Mary Kay Uchmanowicz

151 Douglas Pike • Smithfield | 401-349-0456

Specializing in all areas of hearing, including tinnitus and hearing aids.

Ocean State Rejuvenation Center
Frank Fraioli, Jr DO

41 Sanderson Road Suite 202 Smithfield, RI 02917
PH: 401-830-0885 EMAIL: ffraioli59@gmail.com
www.oceanstaterejuvenationcenter.com
BIOTE Hormone Pellet therapy is safe and very effective means of natural bioidentical
hormone replacement. It has been found in many people in research studies to:
• Provide a general sense of well-being
• Increase energy, vitality and mood
• Assist in the loss of belly fat and build muscle
• Prevent and/or improve osteoporosis(bone loss)
• Reduce the risk of diabetes
• Reduce the risk of heart disease
• Reduce the risk of debilitating neurologic conditions
such as Alzheimer's and Parkinsons Disease

Are any of these symptoms bothering you?

If so you may be a candidate for BIOTE Hormone Replacement Therapy.
• Depression/difficulty sleeping/mood swings/fatigue
• Low sex drive and/or sexual difficulties
• Brain fog, memory loss
• Joint aches and pains/history of bone loss
• Night sweats, hot flashes
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Tassoni named vice president of operations of
advocacy organization
Former State Senator John J. Tassoni Jr., has been
appointed as the new Vice President of Operations,
Community and Government Relations for the Substance
Use and Mental Health Leadership Council of RI (The
Leadership Council).
The Leadership Council is the main advocacy
organization in Rhode Island representing agencies
that provide mental health and substance use disorder
treatment and, substance abuse prevention, primary
health, and wellness services to over 20,000 individuals
annually.
In this role, Tassoni will play a critical leadership and
administrative role in managing and coordinating shortand long-term plans to optimize support and resources,
provide oversight of human resources, and serve as The
Leadership Council’s representative to the National
Council for Behavioral Health, while also creating
partnerships with state and federal relations staff and
lawmakers.
Tassoni is a well-known business leader, former union
executive and mediator, and social advocate for issues
related to addiction and recovery. He is a former member
of the Rhode Island State Senate, having served from
2001-2012, and has over 33 years of experience in the
private sector and labor community.
In the Senate, his advocacy for fair labor practices,
affordable healthcare, substance use disorder treatment,
and assistance for the homelessness, earned him high
praise among constituents and citizens alike. Open
dialogue and maintaining positive working relationships
has been Mr. Tassoni’ s mantra, which led him to
host Recovery Radio, the first radio program in the
state to offer useful information to those suffering from
alcohol, drug, and other addictions since 2016.

John J. Tassoni Jr.

“John has been a key part of our expansion and success,
and we were thrilled to promote him to this important
position,” said Dr. Susan Storti, President and CEO of
The Leadership Council.
For more information, contact the Public Relations Office
at 401-521-5759.
About the Substance Use and Mental Health Leadership Council
of R.I.: The Council was formed in 2015 through a merger of
The Drug and Alcohol Treatment Association (DATA) and the
Rhode Island Council of Community Mental Health Organizations
(RICCMHO), two agencies which had been the voices for mental
health and substance abuse treatment and prevention services in RI
for over 30 years. The Leadership Council advocates and supports
its member agencies at the R.I. state legislature and works closely
with all local, state, regional, and federal agencies on their behalf.

The Substance Use and Mental Health Leadership Council of Rhode Island
200 Metro Center Blvd Unit 10 Warwick, RI 02886
401-521-5759
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•
•
•
•
•

Meal Planning & Preparation
Companionship
Patient Liaison
Physical Activities
Transportation

•
•
•
•
•

Light Housekeeping
Mail Sorting
Pay & Organize Bills
Clutter Control
Consignment

For more information,
contact owner LeeAnn Brigido

401.487.8787
www.silverliningri.com • leeann.silverlining@gmail

117 Eddie Dowling Highway, LLB
North Smithﬁeld, RI 02896
DrLindaYoungDNP.com

GET 10% OFF YOUR FULL ROOF REPLACEMENT
ROOFMASTERSRI.COM

Schedule now for Spring!
Limited Time Offer: Expires 03/31/21

USE CODE “ROOFUS”

Some Exclusions Apply

A local
family-owned
business with over
30 years experience

RI Reg. # 1538
Commerical Roofer
Reg. # CR-184

Residential

Commercial

ROOFMASTERSRI.COM

Are you considering getting your roof replaced?
Contact us today for your FREE inspection and estimate.
Whether you’ve experienced leaks, storm, wind or hail damage.
Or just need a new roof, please contact us, we are here to help!
15F Enterprise Lane Smithfield, RI 02917
401-400-7008 • www.RoofMastersRI.com
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NO COST MEDICARE HELP

Wishing you a Happy and
Healthy New Year
in 2021!

22A Lark Industrial Parkway, Greenville RI 02828
medicarestoreandmore.com (401)640-7500

Winner of Best Groomer in Blackstone Valley
by Rhode Island Monthly – 3rd Year in a Row!

Wishing you a Happy and
Wishing
a Happy
HealthyyouNew
Year and
Healthy New Year
in 2021!
in 2021!

From a Team You Can Trust

a Team You Can Trust
a Team You Can Trust
VILLAGEFromFromPAWS

Open 7 days a week
to suit your busy schedule.

Call and tell us your needs ... we’ll make it work!
Best grooming, great prices and the most
experienced groomers in the area.

615 Putnum Pike
Greenville, RI

401.949.5000
NAIL TRIMS ARE ALWAYS FREE!

Save $10 Off Your First Appointment

Moe’s Mower repair

Hunter Insurance
understands the insurance
needs of local businesses.

Spring Tune-up Time!

Trust a local agency with the experience to tailor
a customized insurance plan for your business.
For a complimentary review call 401.769.9500.

Servicing All Makes and Models

residential & CoMMerCial
20-Yr CrafstMan speCialist
i BuY & sell used equipMent

401-651-9053

35B lark industrial pkwY. • Greenville, ri 02828
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www.hunterinsurance.net

Dear Smithfield Times Readers,
My name is Elizabeth Shepard. I am
a 16 year old sophomore attending
Smithfield High School. This year, I am a
candidate for Student of the Year; which
is a program run by The Leukemia &
Lymphoma Society. Student of the Year
is a seven week program, where high
schoolers raise money to fight against
cancer. The money raised in this event
will go towards research and helping
patients afford their treatments.
Over 1.3 million Americans currently
have blood cancer. It was estimated in
2020 that about 178,520 people, in the
United States alone, would be diagnosed
with leukemia, lymphoma or myeloma.
Every 3 minutes, someone is diagnosed
with blood cancer. In another 3 minutes
someone passes away from blood cancer.
It was discovered that Leukemia is the
second leading cause of cancer deaths
among children, adolescents and young
adults younger than 20 years. Reminding
us that it’s not adults fighting against
blood cancer but also our youth.

since cancer isn’t something that can
be paused and left on hold.
This is where the Student of The
Year program comes in, being a team
based competition. Teams all over
the nation will be competing to win
the Student of Year Award, which
is given to the team that raises the
most money. The program isn’t about
winning but beating cancer once and
for all. Personally I am not aiming to
win the award, instead I am focusing
on reaching my team’s goal of
$10,000. Which will still have a major
impact on the strong individuals who
battle cancer every day.

With this year’s campaign beginning
on January 29th, lasting over seven
weeks, and ending on March 20th.
I am formally asking you to donate
to my Student of the Year campaign.
You might think that your donation
won't matter but every penny counts.
Even the small amount of money will
make a great difference in the battle
With my team of good friends and
against blood cancer. The easiest way
acquaintances, we are determined to raise to support this campaign is by going to
money through these difficult times. It
my personal fundraising website and
gives us a chance to make a difference
donating what you can. The page can be
in the world. We can make an impact on found at this link https://events.lls.org/
someone's life without even knowing it, ma/bostonsoy21/eshepard. If you want to
just by being a part of this program. After send a check, please make out to “LLS”
all we've been through in past months,
and send it to me at 23 Farnum Pike,
with the chaos of 2020, it almost feels
Apt 1, Smithfield, RI 02917.
like blood cancer has been shadowed by
the overwhelming amount of news and
Checks must have my name in the
changes. Still something must be done,
memo.

My main reason and drive for raising
money is not only helping people in need
but also in memory of my grandfather
Henry Shepard. He not only inspired me
to be the person I am today, but taught
me to always be kind and help others. He
was always someone who would never
hesitate to help someone in need. I know,
if he was here right now, he would be
cheering, not just for me, but all of us.
Thank you for your time and helping us
in the journey to ending cancer once and
for all.
Elizabeth Shepard

1201 Douglas Pike, Smithfield, RI 02917

401-231-0202

STORE HOURS: SUN - WED 11 AM-8PM
THUR - SAT 11 AM-9PM

DELIVERY EVERY DAY
$2 Delivery Charge Applies • $10 Minimum

Covering All Your Insurance Needs.

10% Off order with Student ID
Pick-Up or Dine-In Only

ORDER ONLINE @ WiseGuysSmithfield.com
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A Transactional Law Firm
Carl B. Lisa

Franchise

Louis A. Sousa *

Corporate & Business

Carl B. Lisa Jr. *

Real Estate
& Development

Sandra Sousa-Marujo *
John J. Poloski, III *

Trusts & Estates

Robert G. Branca, Jr.* †
Eugene A. Amelio *
of Counsel
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Stillwater graffiti incident moves Smithfield citizens and
officials to address discrimination and social justice
By Ron Scopelliti
Halfway through January, Smithfield
found itself in the news for an instance
of racism and bigotry that’s spurred
a community effort to reexamine
discrimination in the town.
On January 15, longtime resident Kim
Ziegelmayer alerted town officials
to the presence of overwhelmingly
disturbing, spray-painted racist and
discriminatory graffiti on the Rte.
116 bridge, where it passes over the
Stillwater Scenic Trail.

is a white mother of two sons, one of
whom is mixed-race, and the ex-wife
of fellow SHS graduate Kevin Porter, a
Black man.
“For me, I see this whole incident as
an opportunity to really talk about
and emphasize the values of the
community,” she said in a February 5
interview with The Smithfield Times.
To work towards this goal, she created
the Smithfield Anti-Hate Coalition
Facebook group, where people

Since then, Ziegelmayer has
spearheaded an effort to use the
incident as a teachable moment for the
perpetrators, and the town as a whole.
A graduate of Smithfield High, she
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The immediate goal of the group is to
“respectfully but firmly keep pressure
on town leadership” to respond to the
graffiti incident and to other incidents
of hate and intolerance experienced
by community members. To ensure
that the group has a place that’s free
of the hate it was spawned from, the
following rules are posted:
1. Good vibes only.

The graffiti was quickly
removed by the town. Three
juveniles were arrested
for the incident and have
been referred to the town’s
Juvenile Hearing Board.
The crime was the subject
of numerous articles in the
Valley Breeze Observer,
Patch, and the Providence
Journal, and even received
notice from the Boston
Globe and the Council on
American-Islamic Relations.
Public officials including
State Representative Bernard
Hawkins, State Senator
Stephen Archambault, and
Town Council President Suzy Alba
have issued statements denouncing
the act, and calling for increased
awareness.

a lot of people that are upset, that want
to talk about this, that want to work on
this issue.’”

2. Respect for all. No 		
exceptions.
3. Be kind, courteous and
patient.
4. Assume good will 		
and good intentions.
5. No political labels or
negativity.

could get together to discuss, plan,
and implement positive actions to
address social justice issues in town.
Ziegelmayer said that she started
the private group because she was
approached by other residents who
were looking to share their thoughts
about the incident and related topics.
“They came to me and said ‘we know

The group was created on
January 29, and by February
10 it had grown to over 200
members. Among them are
Representative Hawkins,
Council President Alba, Town
Manager Randy Rossi, former State
Senator John J. Tassoni, and numerous
members of the media.
“This is about positive change,”
Ziegelmayer said of the group. “We’re
not trying to attack leaders. We want
See Graffiti, page 15

Graffiti, from page 14
to work with leaders; we want to build
trust.”
Efforts to by town leaders have
included their participation in an
Anti-Defamation League seminar
titled “Community Responses to Hate
Incidents” on January 26 that was
attended by Rep. Hawkins and all of
the Town Council.
“I thought it was a great first step,” she
said, citing the seminar’s value as an
initial common experience, and a way
to develop a common language.
“There is more action being planned on
the town leadership level,” she noted.
“I think that the town leadership and
the Town Council, are working hard
and are very sincere in wanting to deal
with this issue.”

As The Smithfield Times went to press,
the Town Council had scheduled a
“Virtual Town Forum on Race and
Equality in Smithfield,” set to take
place on Wednesday, February 17.
Organizations taking part included
the Rhode Island Commission on
Prejudice and Bias, YMCA of Greater
Providence, YWCA Rhode Island,
and Anti-Defamation League of New
England.
The Smithfield Youth Council also
planned to hold a forum on February 24
to discuss the issue with young people
in town. Along with the National Honor
Society, they were planning to work
with youth artists this spring to paint a
mural with a positive message on the
spot where the graffiti was originally
painted.
As for the painters of the original

graffiti, Ziegelmayer has advocated
for restorative justice for the juvenile
offenders. According to UNICEF,
“Restorative justice is a way of
responding to criminal behavior which
emphasizes repairing the harm caused
by the crime and ‘restoring’ harmony
as much as possible between offender,
victim/survivor and society.” An e-mail
from Town Manager Rossi indicated
that this was indeed the course being
recommended to the Juvenile Hearing
Board for the case.
“In all the correspondence I’ve had
with town leaders, it was never,
ever about naming and shaming the
individuals who did it,” Ziegelmayer
said.
“This is about forward movement,
and doing positive things in the
community,” she noted.

®
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ShopLocalRhodeIsland: an enormous
catalog of local businesses in our small state
By Brittni Henderson
“Community is
everything,” shares
Lori Giutarri, CMO
of Visual Thrive,
a digital media
and marketing
firm here in Rhode
Island. Giutarri
and her team at
Visual Thrive hit
the ground running
in March when
businesses were
forced to close and
the vast majority of
those businesses were small and locally
owned. It was imperative for these
companies, run by next-door neighbors
and friends, to survive—not only for their
customers but for their own families’
livelihoods as well.
That was when ShopLocalRhodeIsland.com
was born.
“Small business in RI makes up over
95% of our State revenue,” Giutarri
explains, “so the number of families that
these businesses support is extraordinary.
Our inspiration [for the website] came
mostly from our clients as we helped
them figure out what’s next, then
developed communications for their
customers. It was a whole bunch of
people and businesses jumping into
action for the safety of others and the
security of their livelihoods.”
On March 14, 2020, when the state was
about to shutdown, Giutarri says she
was sewing masks for friends and began
to wonder what Visual Thrive’s clients
were doing about the goods and services
they sell, that they no longer could. She
explains that most businesses were not

set up with safe delivery systems or paths
for curbside pick up options. Former
Governor Raimondo mentioned that
many businesses did not have websites
and the need for them was crucial.
Giutarri shared her idea of creating an
easy and fast digital platform for small
businesses in RI with her partner and
Visual Thrive’s CEO Scott Indermaur.
They spent the whole weekend
developing the site and it launded on
March 16, 2020.
As the months went by, they invited
every business owner they knew to sign
up to the free service. Every business has
their own page and they can add as much
information as they need to. They have
an immediate digital footprint to share
with their customers and networks. They
can also add photos, deals or coupons,
gift card links, and list every good/service
they offer.
“ShopLocalRhodeIsland.com is
completely searchable.” Giutarri says.
“Users can search by neighborhood or zip
code, by category, or by product. If you
want to know what’s open in your town,

you can find it. If you want a new shirt or
a hamburger, you can search for that, too!”
With the help of (at press time)
Lieutenant Governor Dan McKee,
Commerce RI, and CH12 WPRI,
ShopLocalRhodeIsland.com has
been able to support over 2,500 small
businesses in RI in less than one year.
“So far, it’s all been free,” Giutarri says.
“We hope that businesses that can do
it will support the site by purchasing
advertising.”
One area that Giutarri hopes will grow in
a more local way is delivery services.
“I am searching far and wide for local
delivery services,” she says. “The apps
we know are expensive for businesses,
taking unreasonable cuts into their profit.
We think that doesn’t need to be the
case. Today, most small businesses are
delivering their own products, and we can
make that easier and better. We’re in it for
the long haul.”
For more information, visit
ShopLocalRhodeIsland.com.
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NHS Next Steps

|

by Sophia DeJesus

As some of you may be aware, graffiti containing various
forms of hate speech was found on the Stillwater Scenic
Trail back in January. An image of the graffiti began to
circulate on social media, where it grabbed the attention
of several National Honor Society students. The graffiti
included horrifying hate speech towards minority groups,
and members of the NHS immediately sprung into action
to combat these negative ideals. They released a statement
saying, “Racism, homophobia, bigotry, and hate have no
place in our school community, town, and state. These
ideologies and similar actions, mindsets, and teachings that
allow such prejudices to creep into our society must be
vehemently rejected.” They then went on to mention that the
community must, “serve as Sentinels standing guard against
such deplorable acts.”

On Sunday, February 7th, principal of SHS, Dan Kelley
posted about a virtual town forum on race and equality in
Smithfield. This was a virtual town meeting that took place
on February 17th. Meetings such as this one help to get a
conversation going, and can reduce the stigma surrounding
topics like race and equality.

The National Honor Society made it clear that there is
no room in this community for such hate and prejudice.
It is important to address issues like these so we can
begin to educate the younger generation as well. Keeping
the conversation open and encouraging members of the
community to stand up to actions of bigotry and hate, will
make for a kinder and more accepting environment. Since
releasing their statement, the NHS has been working on
their “next steps.” They’ve been working together with their
advisors and peers to come up with ideas that will help to
educate others about this situation.

Smithfield is a small town and a tight knit community. So
it makes sense that we stand together as a group and make
sure that all members of our town are able to feel safe and
welcomed. When we don’t address the acts of hate and
bigotry, it seems that we are teaching our children that it
is okay to be a bystander. We teach our children to be kind
to others, but we also need to remember that our very own
community is setting the example for our children. We must
work together to ensure that the example being set by our
community is the right one. The conversation doesn’t stop
here, keep it going, and make some noise.

Going forward, the students in the National Honor Society
hope to keep the dialogue going and continue to take a stand
against racism, bigotry and hate. Their goal is to inspire
other students to come up with their own ideas as well, and
have them feel safe to share them with the community. Let it
be known that this is not a topic that will just “go away.” It
is something that we need to keep revisiting and keep talking
about in order to make change happen.

Tim Jones
Cartoonist
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Ask an Expert
My name is Tom Lopatosky. I’m the President of LOPCO Contracting
(www.LopcoContracting.com) and I’m honored to have the opportunity to talk to
you about home improvement on a monthly basis.
I love answering your questions! Please send them to tom@LopcoContracting.com
or call 401-270-2664. Thanks in advance for taking the time to read this column!

What Causes Wood to Rot?
One of the items that pops up in
conversation most frequently when
having a discussion with someone
about painting the exterior of their
home, is rotted wood.
Obviously, rotted wood is not
something that you want to paint over,
it is something that should be addressed
in one way, shape, or form. Perhaps
the situation is one where the rotted
portions can be carved out and then
some type of epoxy system can be
put in place, shaped, and prepped and
painted. The situation may also call for
an actual replacement of the piece of
wood that is rotted.
As these possible solutions are
being worked through, part of our
conversation may center around what
causes wood to rot in the first place.

This is an excellent question
Wood rot itself is a form of decay.
What sets off the decay is prolonged
moisture exposure combined with fungi
(microscopic organisms). In order for
the fungi to get comfortable and start
rotting things away, the wood must
be continuously damp. Fungi will not
grow on wood that is dry, it just won’t
happen. There are countless types of
fungi that exist all around us, there is
no way to really get away from them.
My experience has witnessed that wood
often rots from the inside out. In other
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words, you could have a piece of wood
trim that appears perfectly solid one
day, and then a few months later the
wood seems to have rotted to the core.
The reality of the situation is that this
did NOT happen overnight; instead the
wood had gradually been rotting from
the backside toward the front, until one
day it finally broke through the front
side of the wood and veered it’s not so
pleasant face.
So, how does this type of thing happen
where the wood gets wet without
someone even knowing?

Actually, fairly easily ...
Water does not need that much space
to begin gradually creeping in and
starting to hang around a while. As

one example, when water is able to get
through the inside crevices of wood
trim, it is usually able to nest in an area
that will not allow it to easily dry out,
hence the reason these dark areas can
become an attractive place for fungi
to come on board and start doing their
thing.
Preventing this from occurring amounts
to checking around the exterior of
your home once or twice per year (I
recommend once in the spring and once
in the fall) to see if you can spot any
signs of rot or any places where rot
may be able to begin to stem from if
not addressed.
Simple preventative measures fighting
the possibility of rot taking place can
See Wood Rot, page 21

About Tom Lopatosky
Tom Lopatosky has run his own RI-based carpentry and painting
business since 1995; LOPCO Contracting – the “Personable,
Particular Professionals” – specializes in carpentry and exterior &
interior painting. Recently LOPCO Contracting was named ‘RI’s
Finest Painting Contracting Company’ by ShopInRI Magazine. In
2013, Tom was named “Humanitarian of the Year” by the Painting
and Decorating Contractors of America (PDCA) and a “40 Under
40” award winner by Providence Business News. He is a member
of both PCA (Painting Contractors Association) and RIBA (Rhode
Island Builders Association). Tom has often had weekly ‘Home
Improvement Tips’ that have aired on the radio on 630 WPRO AM
and on television on WPRI 12.

Wood Rot, from page 20

Paul Harrison

go a LONG way, such as:
• Making sure that the joints in your trim are properly
caulked
• Making sure there are no visible holes in your trim
where water can rest
• Making sure your gutter and downspout systems are
properly functioning
• Making sure to limit the amount of time wood trim sits
in snow in the winter or piles of leaves in the fall
• Making sure that flashing is properly in place where
necessary
• Making sure that the grading of your yard is such that
it steers water away from the home
• Making sure vegetation around the home does not rest
directly on the home

Realtor

Residential • Commercial
Sales and Leasing
380 Jefferson Blvd., Warwick, RI
148 Boon St., Narragansett, RI

401-473-7059

paul@abbottproperties.com

In short, the more you are able to ensure the exterior of
your home stays as dry as possible and any prospective
areas of allowing water to creep inside are eliminated,
the longer you will be able to enjoy not having to replace
wood that has rotted away and potentially set you up for
even larger repairs, if it is not caught and corrected as soon
as possible.
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50 years Ago – March, 1971 | by Jim Ignasher
Lieutenant Edmund B. Lynch, Jr., of Greenville, was awarded
the Air Medal for flying 25 helicopter missions over hostile
territory in Vietnam during the month of September,1970. At
the time he was awarded the medal, he’d flown more than 80
additional missions!

Smithfield

1971 Trivia

Several functions were held by various organizations throughout
the month of March, 1971.
• The Smithfield Democratic Committee sponsored a “Swing
into Spring” dance held at the St. Maria Goretti Hall in
Pawtucket.
• Almac’s supermarket sponsored a dinner/dance held at the
Smithfield High School to benefit the Senior Class.
• The Smithfield Golden Agers held a meeting at the Esmond
Recreation Hall on Esmond St.
• The Greenville Senior Sunshiners held a meeting St.
Patrick’s Day party which included food and door prizes
as well as traditional Irish songs, and a rendition of “Who
Put The Overalls in Mrs. Murphy’s Chowder?” by Joseph
Lopez.
• The group Ecology Action for Smithfield also met to
discuss ways to reduce pollution in Smithfield.
• On March 7, St. Phillip’s Cub Scout Pack 3 held a blue and
gold dinner at the Knights of
Columbus Hall in Pascoag.
• Those awarded their “bobcat”
pins were Tim Carleton, and
Scott Barrett.
• Those awarded ‘wolf”
patches included Keith
Lewis, Christopher Wood,
William Kulisch, Thomas
D’Agostino, James
Laferriere, Joseph Mattera,
Steve Laesora, and Thomas
Pickles.
• Christopher Kirkwood was
awarded a “bear” patch, and
Greg Manion and William
Kulisch were awarded silver
and gold arrow emblems.
• Joseph Raimondo was Cubmaster.
The Greenville Public Library had a St. Patrick’s Day display
which included books of Ireland.
An advertisement from New England Telephone posted in a
local newspaper stated that anyone wishing to make changes
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Does anyone remember this Smithfield
business and it’s location?
If you do, send us your answer and experience to
our new website: smithfieldtimesri.net.

Answers and comments will also appear in our next issue!

in the upcoming Providence Area Directory regarding their
name or business should contact them. Who would have thought
that phone books would one day be obsolete?
If one went to the Apple Valley Cinema in March of ’71 they
had a choice of three movies. The first was “The Owl And The
Pussycat”, a romantic comedy starring Barbra Streisand and
George Segal; the movie “Joe”, a dark drama starring Peter Boyle;
and “Lovers and Other Strangers”, another romantic comedy with
Diane Keaton in her film debut role, and Sylvester Stallone as
an “extra”.
On March 10, the
“Junior Embassy
of Smithfield”
held an awards
presentation at the
Smithfield High
school. Awards
were granted to
Henry Shepard,
the school
See 50 Years Ago,
page 23

Congratulations to
Sharon Holton
Who won a $20 gift card to
Dunkin’ for the 1970’s Trivia in
our February issue
The El Rancho Restaurant was
located at 325 Putnam Pike
(Rt. 44 West on the right side
near the 295 overpass)

50 Years Ago, from page 22
principal, and athletic director Robert Salisbury.
Richard Kernacki, director of the embassy, announced an
award for then President Richard M. Nixon, and a phone
call was placed to the White house switchboard to pass the
message to the President.
On March 14 the Smithfield Boys Club held its annual dinner
at the Club 44 restaurant. New officers were elected. Lionel
Peloquin was elected president; Leo Bouchard, first vice
president; Rita I. Connor, second vice president; Richard Scott,
secretary; and John H. Jenkins, treasurer.
Eight boys were given awards: Joseph Prest, Timothy
Peloquin, Thomas Connor, Thomas Aitken, Thomas Peloquin,
Steven McGinn, John Peloquin, and Michael Scorpio.
Miss Isabel Brown
was honored by
the Greenville
Grange for her fifty
years of service to
the organization.
Joseph Connetti,
Grange Master,
presented her with a
certificate.
A local Pontiac dealership was advertising a brand new
Catalina. It’s interesting to note that the “extra features” that
came with the car would be taken for granted today. Such
as power disc brakes, padded dashboard, padded sun visors,
padded arm rests, seat belts with push-button-release, head
rests, dome lamp, safety hood latch, outside mirrors, 4-way
hazard lights, windshield washer and two-speed wipers. All for
$3,343.00. With a 350 v-8 engine!
The Smithfield Fire Department got a demonstration of “The
Air Cycle” on Stump Pond. The vehicle was said to be an allterrain hover craft driven by a powerful fan. The demonstrator
hoped the town would purchase one for rescue work, but the
craft didn’t perform well on rough and uneven ground.
Kurt Anderson of Smithfield appeared in the Rhode Island
Theater Company production of “Dark of the Moon”, a drama
set in Appalachia. The play did a six day run at the URI Quinn
Theater.
The sit-com “Beverly Hillbillies” aired its final episode on
March 23rd after a nine year run, and the “Ed Sullivan Show”
aired its final broadcast five nights later after 23 years on
television.

STANLEY TREE SERVICE INC
275 George Washington Highway
Smithfield, RI 02917
“Your Local Tree Professional Since 1986”

HIGH QUALITY WORK
AT REASONABLE RATES

Residential • Commercial • Municipal

Tree Removal Specialist • All Sizes & Types
Stump Grinding • Pruning • Spraying
Mosquito and Tick Control
Plant Health Care

231-TREE

FREE ESTIMATE by a licensed arborist
Fully Insured

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
stanleytree.com
Free Removal of Palm Trees
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Smithfield Opens Outdoor Ice Rink
By Joe Siegel
Residents laced up their skates for some winter fun as the
Town of Smithfield opened its first outdoor skating rink
on January 30 next to the town’s indoor skating facility on
Pleasant View Avenue.
Town Council President Suzy Alba said the rink was
made possible courtesy of a grant provided by Governor
Raimondo’s “Take It Outside” initiative. Many other
cities and towns have instituted their own programs. Town
Manager Randy Rossi discussed the project with the Town
Council and submitted the grant application to the state for
funding. “They were fully on board with it as a great way
to promote recreation and to also get people outside,” Rossi
explained. The rink cost $4800 to create and was paid for by
the grant.
Raimondo had recommended that people participate in
outdoor activities in order to prevent the spread of Covid-19.
“I am glad that during these hard times the town was able
to organize something that brings joy to everyone in a safe
way,” said council member Angelica Bovis.
The rink will be open on Saturdays and Sunday from 10 am
until 3 pm and there are free skate rentals and free skating for
residents of Smithfield. “We had a great response (on opening

Town Council Members Suzy Alba,
Mike Lawton and Sean Kilduff
helping out at the Grand Opening
of our new outdoor skating rink.
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day),” Rossi said. “We’re hoping to
be able to run some more weekend
events.”
“Everyone’s really excited and the rink is open at any time,”
Alba noted. “If (staff) isn’t here, people have their own
skates and they can come and skate.” Alba believes the rink
is a “safer” venue than the town’s frozen ponds for skating.
There is plenty of free parking and it’s a good place for
people to learn how to skate.
Smithfield has one of the state’s three public ice rinks. The
others are the Bank Newport City Center in Providence and
the Washington Trust Community Skating Center in Westerly.
Meanwhile, the town’s indoor ice skating rink is also
available for general public skating and hockey. The rink
is home Ice for the Smithfield Figure Skating Club, the
Providence-Pawtucket Figure Skating Club, the Northern
Rhode Island Viking Youth Hockey Program, the Rhode
Island Saints Hockey Club, the Smithfield High School
varsity hockey team and the Woonsocket/Scituate High
School varsity hockey team.
For more information including rules and regulations, visit
https://www.smithfieldri.com/smithfield-outdoor-ice-rink.

Brandon Jordan, Emily Estrella and
Greg Schaumberg enjoy the outdoor
ice rink’s grand opening on
Saturday, January 30.

Recipe
Swap!
Traditional Corned Beef and
Cabbage for St. Patrick's Day
Recipe for slow cooker:
Ingredients
• 4 large carrots, peeled and cut
into matchstick pieces
• 10 baby red potatoes,
quartered
• 1 onion, peeled and cut into
bite-sized pieces
• 4 cups water
• 1 (4 pound) corned beef brisket with spice
packet
• 6 ounces beer
• ½ head cabbage, coarsely chopped

Directions
• Place the carrots, potatoes, and onion into
the bottom of a slow cooker, pour in the
water, and place the brisket on top of the
vegetables. Pour the beer over the brisket.
Sprinkle on the spices from the packet, cover,
and set the cooker on High.
• Cook the brisket for about 8 hours. An hour
before serving, stir in the cabbage and cook
for 1 more hour.

Avery Fittro and Alta Smith enjoying the new
outdoor Ice Rink
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Health Awareness | by Diane L. Marolla, LICSW
Social Media – Junk Food for the Brain
It has to have some ethics around it. Lisa Goulet (Real
Estate Professional in Rhode Island; mother of two sons)
The goal of this article for four years, has always been to
promote health physically, mentally, and spiritually. At the
end of the day, as I always say, we only have one chance at
this thing called life. If we don’t have our health, we don’t
have anything. With that said, over the past few years, I have
become quite concerned and disturbed by what I have seen
on social media and from the media in general. Specific to
social media, I have seen people fighting with each other on
Facebook. On Twitter, we have all seen political leaders and
celebrities post cruel and mean comments. On Instagram, I
would constantly see primarily women celebrities, always
posting selfies of their bodies (with filters of course). The
news is not “just the news” anymore. The news has become
a platform for journalists to put in their biases. In my work
as a mental health clinician, Facebook becomes a source of
depression, anxiety, and anger.
On January 6th, I was horrified like many of you were: the
events that took place at our Capital. I was working that
day and was told by a client what was going on. It wasn’t
until I was finished with my day where I was able to look
at the news to understand what had happened. Post January
6th, silently I thought to myself that somehow social media
and the media in general was behind “fueling” what took
place January 6th. Coincidently, the following Monday, I
happened to hear Professor and Attorney Brian Lamoreux
from Providence College’s interview with Matt Allen on
WPRO. Professor Lamoreux is a local expert on social
media. What he said basically to Matt Allen on that day is
that social media uses algorithms to intentionally put things
in front of users to get individuals to think a certain way.
Simply said, social media is using their data to influence
behaviors of individuals. Simply said, social media is a form
of mind control. It was on that day, that I decided to go off
social media for good.
In doing my research on the mental health effects of social
media, I found the following:
• In Dr. Igor Pantic’s 2014 article Online Social
Networking and Mental Health he addresses the
research on whether sites such as Facebook and Twitter
contribute to depression, low self-esteem, and addiction.
Ultimately the article labeled the link as “controversial”
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versus a direct correlation.
• In Katherine Wu’s January 2021 online article
Radical ideas spread through social media. Are the
algorithms to blame? Ms. Wu states the following
“Behind every Facebook ad, Twitter feed, and YouTube
recommendation is an algorithm that’s designed to
keep users using: It tracks preferences through clicks
and hovers, then spits out a steady stream of content
that’s in line with your tastes. The longer you spend on
the platform, the better the algorithm is doing-and the
deeper down various rabbit holes you go.” Ultimately
her article goes on to say the following “Guided by
suggested hyperlinks and auto-fills in search bars, web
searches are being nudged in the direction of political or
unscientific propaganda, abusive content, and conspiracy
theories.” In this same article, Ms. Wu quotes Elisa
Celis, a data expert from Yale University. Per Ms. Celis
“algorithms are small pieces of machinery that affect
billions of people.”
Ultimately, people like Mark Zuckerberg are interested
in profits and power. They ultimately do not care how the
content are affecting you or your children. They also don’t
care whether the content is accurate or not. What they
care about is that you and your children spend hours upon
hours per day and per week going to their sites. What they
care about is influencing you enough so that you believe
false information, and that you spend money. People like
Mark Zuckerberg, and other media giants love that you are
drowning in their mind control, because the more you do,
the more money they make and the more power they gain
over you.
I can honestly report to you that I have been off social media
for over a month. I feel much better mentally and physically
not being on it. I certainly remember life without it, and we
did just fine. I also choose not to watch the news. I haven’t
watched tv since 2015. On a daily basis I may look at the
news online for about 10 minutes so that I know locally,
nationally and internationally what is going on.
The next time you are on Facebook, Twitter or Instagram,
think about what you are reading here. What is constantly
being put in front of your eyes and brain for hours on end?
Is it good for you? Is it good for your children? Have you
ever gotten in an argument because of what someone posted
on Twitter or Facebook? Can you be spending your time
more productively?

The truth behind the strange legend of
the vanishing Starfire – Part 2 of 2
By Jim Ignasher
Last month I revealed details
about a U.S. Air Force F-94
Starfire that was lost over Cape
Cod in 1953 during a training
exercise. The incident later
grew into an urban legend of
extraterrestrial abduction, but how
did that happen? What follows is
a possible explanation.

planes into each other’s air
space to determine response
capabilities. However, this
incident was classified this as an
“active defense mission” and not
a training exercise.
A statement submitted by an air
surveillance officer said in part;
“At this time we had an unknown
pilot on our board (radar)
inbound, and Mailbag White
had been scrambled.” “Mailbag
White” was the radio call sign
for Lt. Grollinger’s F-94 on that
particular morning.

The F-94 Starfire piloted by
A U.S. Air Force F-94 Starfire
Lieutenants Suggs and Barckhoff
U.S. Air Force Museum Photo – 060831-F-1234S-001
wasn’t the only one lost over Cape
Cod in 1953. Research revealed
seven other Otis F-94s were involved in accidents that year,
One piece of information never made public is the fact that Lt.
six of which were relatively minor with no fatalities. And two
Grollinger’s F-94 was one of three “scrambled” that morning
of which occurred in June, but Suggs and Barckhoff were not
in response to the unidentified aircraft. The first F-94 lost radio
involved.
contact with Otis tower and returned to base. Grollinger’s
F-94 was the second sent aloft to investigate. His last radio
However, one incident involved an F-94 that disappeared while
transmission was received about five minutes later with just the
investigating an unidentified flying aircraft that occurred on
words, “Mailbag 42”, which was not his designated call sign.
October 12, 1953, fifteen days before the incident involving
This final contact occurred about the time citizens of outer Cape
Suggs and Barckhoff. On that date, an F-94, (No. 50-1027),
Cod reported hearing a loud explosion. When Grollinger didn’t
piloted by 1st Lt. Joseph F. Grollinger, and his radar observer
answer repeated calls, a third F-94 was scrambled with the
2nd Lt. Louis Gardiner Sebrella, was dispatched from Otis to
presumption that something had gone wrong.
investigate what a media source later termed, an “unidentified
aircraft” that was approaching shore through an “unauthorized
It appears that Lt. Grollinger’s exact last known location
air corridor”. The weather was raining with thick cloud cover,
could not be determined, most likely due to the thick clouds
and according to the crash investigation report, (No. 53-10-12and atmospheric conditions that were affecting radar signals.
5) the F-94 was last seen entering low clouds 2.5 miles off the
runway at an altitude of approximately 1,500 feet. Roughly five According to the air surveillance officer’s statement, “Mailbag
White became airborne with no radar contact and questionable
minutes later numerous residents of outer Cape Cod reported
hearing a loud explosion the cause of which was never officially radio contact ...”
determined. The F-94 and its crew were never seen again.
With this in mind, it seems plausible that the Air Force could
have had trouble tracking the unidentified aircraft as well. Was
A (UP) article that ran in The Lowell Sun the following day
it a civilian aircraft that was off course due to bad weather
referred to the unidentified aircraft as a “mystery plane”, and
such as an inbound overseas airliner? At this time one can only
stated in part, “The other plane later landed, but the Air Force
speculate.
spokesman here never identified it or announced the name of
the pilot.” One might think those answers would be found in the
Did Lt. Grollinger’s aircraft suffer a similar fate as Lt. Suggs’s?
investigation report, but they aren’t.
On October 31st, a fishing boat reported an aircraft wing
bobbing in the water north of Boston, but a Coast Guard
There’s no indication in the report that Air Force officials
helicopter sent to investigate found nothing.
thought the unidentified aircraft was extraterrestrial, and such
occurrences weren’t unusual during the so-called “Cold War”
See Starfire, page 28
with neighboring air commands sending unannounced “test”
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Starfire, from page 27
Both tragedies contain certain similarities. Each occurred in the
same month; neither aircraft was ever found, and both involved
loss of life.
It’s also interesting to note that Lt. Grollinger’s aircraft was last
seen 1,500 feet in the air responding to an unidentified aircraft
appearing on radar, which coincides with the beginning if the
legend story. Did the so-called “mystery plane” later become
a UFO in the retelling? Considering that Air Force crash

investigation reports were unavailable to the public in the 1970s,
one can wonder if the two incidents were somehow melded into
one over time, for the childhood game of Telephone comes to
mind.
Legends can be interesting and may contain factual elements
which lend credibility thus allowing for them to live on. As far
as the Legend of the Vanishing Starfire goes, I’ll let the reader
decide what to believe.
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IMHO |

by Ron Scopelliti

I’m gonna need a bigger column
So it’s been more than a month
since the inauguration, and I’m still
occasionally seeing variations of the
Bernie Sanders meme, with the senator
huddled in his face mask and knitted
mittens. While I like the way that the
image takes a world-wide event and
brings it down to a human level, I’m
surprised that it’s been trending for so
long. Especially since, less than a week
after the meme was born, someone
signified that it had officially “jumped
the shark” by pasting Bernie’s image
into a picture of Fonzie making the
original shark jump, often cited as the
moment when “Happy Days” began to
decline. The image of Henry Winkler
on water skis jumping over a shark
while wearing swim trunks and a
leather jacket has since become the goto metaphor when something that was
once popular and relevant begins to go
downhill.
It only recently occurred to me that the
stunt was probably just as dangerous
for the shark as it was for the Fonz.
Henry Winkler doesn’t seem all that
big, but still having him drop on top
of you while he’s being pulled by a
speedboat and wearing water skies
doesn’t seem like a pleasant prospect.
Plus, it’s a seriously undignified fate
for an alpha predator. Even if the shark
survived, think of the derision that
would be heaped upon them by other
sharks.
One thing that never seems to jump the
shark is the shark itself. People can’t
get enough of them, as evidenced by
the fact that Animal Planet’s “Shark
Week” has been around for 33 years.
I can’t think of any other animal that
has gotten that much airtime from the
network. Why not have a “Dolphin

Week?” If people are willing to change
the brand of tuna they buy to save
dolphins, you’d think they might want
to spend a week learning more about
them. Yet it’s still the shark that gets all
the attention.
Many cite “Jaws” as the beginning of
the shark craze, but the shark was never
really the star of the movie. When I
think of “Jaws,” I think of the human
characters: the look on Roy Scheider’s
face when he says, “You’re gonna
need a bigger boat,” and the classic
Robert Shaw retelling of the U.S.S.
Indianapolis tragedy. For reasons that
movie buffs will go into great detail
about, you never see that much of the
shark.
And even having grown up in the
“Jaws” era, I’ve never been afraid of
sharks, partly because I know that I’m
more likely to be killed by another
person, or a mosquito, or obviously
a virus. I think that I’m statistically
more likely to be killed by a vending
machine tipping over on me, but I’d
have to do more research to say for
sure. And when I have seen sharks, it’s
always been in a safe situation where
I’m more struck by their beauty than by
their danger. Maybe that combination
of beauty and danger is the key to their
popularity – that “fearful symmetry”
that William Blake pinned on the tiger.
And maybe that’s why they’ve never
made their way into my nightmares.

of cubist art. Now there’s an image
that’s genuinely creepy. As a kid, I
remember watching my mother cook
flounder filets, not knowing what a live
flounder actually looked like. It wasn’t
until I was an adult that I actually got
a look at one, and realized my mother
had been feeding me seafood from
another planet. I know I’m even less
likely to be injured by a flounder than
by a shark, but the fact that I ate so
much flesh from the grotesque fish
as a kid makes me wonder if one day
I’ll mutate into a creature from a John
Carpenter movie.
It also makes me wonder if the
producers of “Happy Days” would
have been better off having Fonzie
jump over a tank of flounder. What if
that were the moment that they took the
show in a David Lynch direction, and
raised it from lame sitcom to mindbending cult classic. In this alternate
reality, there’d be no such thing as
“jumping the shark.” Instead, we’d
look at a moment when something
rose above pedestrian origins, and nod
in admiration, saying “that’s when it
jumped the flounder!”

Flounder, on the other hand, are
truly the stuff of nightmares. Weird
asymmetrical creatures who spend so
much time skimming along the bottom
of the ocean on their side that both of
their eyes migrate to the other side, and
they end up looking like living pieces

The Smithfield Times | 29

Crossword Puzzle

OnlineCrosswords.net

This is the Daily Crossword Puzzle #1 for Feb 12, 2021
Across
1. Desert traveler
6. Bride's throwaway
10. Big do
14. "William Tell," e.g.
15. Willing partner?
16. Load to bear
17. Robe fabric
18. Lamb cut
19. Seniors' group
20. Rock Hudson/Gina
Lollobrigida '60s flick
23. Like some arrangements
25. Shaft with a blade
26. Island chain
27. Gambler's marker
28. Like some situations
31. "___ you the clever one?"
33. Spelling on TV
35. A pro might shoot it
36. Good name for a cook?
37. Reggie Jackson's '70s
nickname
42. Taxing letters
43. Neither follower
44. Give forth
46. Tough to please
49. Pounded the Underwood
51. Haunted house sound
52. Best seller's number
53. Make zigzags, maybe
55. Expose to fresh air
57. Sandy Dennis/Anthony
Newley '60s flick
61. Not a short story
62. Many miles away
63. Off kilter
66. Intense angers
67. Kind of phone
68. Model Cheryl
69. Minstrels instrument
70. Koala hangout
71. Furnish with a fund

Find the solution at
https://onlinecrosswords.net/1169

Down
1. Barracks bed
2. Mock, in a way
3. "Never on Sunday"
actress Melina
4. Overthrow, perhaps
5. Neither clergyman
nor professional
6. Chums
7. One of the reeds
8. Get into with ease
9. Gossipy sort
10. Brew topper
11. Make possible
12. Soup holder
13. Verve

21. Secretly weds
22. Inspiration for Yeats
23. Tailor's concern
24. Weaver's
contraption
29. Civil __
30. O. Henry specialty
32. Cartoonist Goldberg
34. Goddess in "Aida"
36. Mill site
38. Lovers' rendezvous
39. Whistle blower
40. Boarded a ship
41. Civil disorder

45. Stubbed item
46. Paleontologist's find
47. Easily tripped up
48. "Where Have All the
Flowers Gone?" singer
49. Double offer,
informally
50. Future Kerry/Bush
event
54. Do a legislator's job
56. Epoxy, for one
58. Slack off, with up
59. Crooner Jerry
60. Contemporary of
Agatha
64. Id companion
65. Savannah-to-Baton
Rouge dir.

Answers to puzzle on page 40
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Inside The Brown Bag |

By Peg Brown

The Death of the Tuna Noodle Casserole –
“Mom, I just made the most delicious
smoothie out of seaweed, ground flax
seed, oat milk and black chia seeds!”
My response: “Sounds wonderful!” My
thoughts – and this girl was raised on
macaroni and cheese with full fat cream,
carrot cake with butter cream frosting and
pancakes full of gluten.
“Are you on a diet?”
“Hardly, this is a way of life to improve
my mental and physical health.”
“Well, what do you eat?”
“Only plant-based foods; no meat, dairy
or eggs. And, I have stopped eating
cherries, peaches, plums and apricots
as their pits are reported to have toxic
elements that can invade the fruit itself.”
“So” – taking a big gulp – “are you a
vegan?” (The only vegan I know is Ellen
DeGeneres.)
“Yes, and I don’t own anything leather or
fur.”
What I wanted to say is “but I just sent you
my fox trimmed leather coat and vintage
sheep skin boots.” But I took a deep
breath, figured this was just a fad diet or
the newest trend, and said, “That’s nice!”
I should have seen this coming. This was
the daughter who at age 7 cried when the
horses fell during Western movies.
Anticipating that she actually might visit
when the pandemic is over, I thought I
had better do some research.
It turns out that there is a distinction

between fad diet and food fads (although
the lines are often blurred.) We’ve
all lived though times of food fads,
which are often influenced by changing
lifestyles in the general population. In
the 1930’s meals were influenced by
the scarcity of food during the Great
Depression (meat loaf, Jell-O and
“butter” made by squeezing a yellow
blob into what looked like Crisco.) Our
parents dealt with rationing and shortages
caused by World War II. When the 1950s
restored some semblance of family meals,
my parents were looking for comfort
and convenience (thus the tuna noodle
casserole – made more exotic if you had
a few stale potato chips to put on top,
TV dinners and processed food such as
fish sticks and tater tots). My generation
did more entertaining. What bride of the
1970s didn’t begin her married life with
a full set of Corning ware embellished by
the blue cornflower, a fondue pot (electric
if you were lucky), a crepe pan and a
blender? And what about those spinach
dips made in bread bowls and the victory
of bagels over donuts?
In the past 40 years or so we have seen
many food fads prompted by health
concerns, weight control, mass marketing
and the endorsement of certain lifestyles by
celebrities. The words whole foods, seed to
table, locally sourced, light, low-fat, gluten
free, range free, non-GMO, organic, plantbased, lactose-free and, oh yes, vegan, keep
bombarding us from the grocery shelves,
causing us to look hard to find a pizza that
doesn’t have a cauliflower crust.
Fad diets, considered a different category
is one with which I’m well familiar. I’ve
tried them all. Beginning with Metrecal in
high school (the diet in a can), starvation
in college, Nutrisystem (I only liked the

pancakes), weight watchers (weigh-ins
were too stressful), and an attempt at lowcarbohydrate where I’d scoop the centers
out of bagels before toasting the crusts, I’m
a veteran. But I was also surprised to read
as I prepared for a visit from my favorite
vegan, that fad diets are nothing new.
It turns out that the notion of “vegan” is
also not new. Documents dating from as
early as 1550 BC advocated eating okra
and wheat germ. The Victorians were no
strangers to fad diets, often promoted by
celebrities of their time. Lord Byron, for
example, tried to retain his boyish figure
by alternating starvation by just eating
biscuits and soda and drinking vinegar
and water, followed by, inevitably binge
eating. The era also saw the birth of
low-carbohydrate advocates, whole
grain-based diets, promoted by Sylvester
Graham of Graham cracker fame, and
vegetarian diets, promoted by cereal
mogul, John Kellogg.
“Diet pills” were also part of 19th century
diets. Some included taking arsenic pills
or intentionally ingesting tapeworms.
The 20th century saw the advent of
the grapefruit diet, “the cigarette diet”
promoted by Lucky Strike, and the
cabbage soup diet. Weight watchers
introduced a more balance approach with
its founding in 1970.
Dawn the 21st century. Now being
promoted is the Paleolithic or cave man
diet., scientists now suggest that our
bodies have changed very little in their
nutritional needs since the Stone Age,
over 2 million years ago.
I am going to be sorry to report to my
vegan daughter that while this diet is
largely plant-based it does include meat,
eggs and fish.
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Senior Scene |
Everyone needs to toil on paving roads
that lead to true equality.
Last month's Senior Scene column
about the systemic racism blacks in this
country have to endure and what us
white older folks can do to help foster
equality prompted one reader to send
my editor an email, telling her that “I
need to get my facts straight.”
“I want to start by saying I am not a
racist, the reader stated, claiming to
“despise” racism “in any shape or
form.”
“That being said,” the reader continued,
“your writer talks about racism like it’s
only a white thing. That (people) of
no other race can be racists. He talks
about white privilege and white hatred.
This coming from a man who admits
he grew up in his white world. ... As for
myself, I grew up in Providence. ... In
fact, I was at Central High when there
were riots going on. And I can tell you
there was a lot of racism on all sides.
I was called honky, snowball. ... My
older sister was picked on. ... She had
a black girl that would steal her lunch
every day for almost two weeks. My
thing is your writer never experienced
hate being thrown at him. So for him
to make it just a white thing and not
racism as a whole is not reporting
the whole story. Again yes there is
racism in this world and it needs to be
addressed, but to say it’s just a white
thing is wrong. He needs to get his
facts straight and not just shoot from
the hip. ... I lived it and seen it from
both sides.”
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by Paul V. Palange

My guess is that there are more
readers who agree with the individual
who emailed that message. That’s
unfortunate. The reader and other
people like him are missing my point
that the systemic racism AfricanAmericans have had to endure for
centuries must end. Being called a
name is a lot different than being
enslaved, racially profiled and then
fatally shot or denied employment,
housing or an education because of the
color of your skin.

every month. Serious buyers only!
Thank you.”

Where I grew up is irrelevant.
Admitting that I and my Caucasian
brothers and sisters have a
responsibility to do everything we can
to create a society in which there is true
equality is what is relevant.

Caucasians who have labored to be
successful but resent social service
programs and civil justice movements
need to be aware that they are fortunate
to have had the opportunity to work
hard, to attend college, to buy and eat
food wherever they desire and to live
in a location of their choice. They, we,
have not been denied a place at the
table or a seat on the bus because of our
race; nor have they, again we, been redlined because of the color of our skin.

Soon after receiving that reader’s
email, I read the following post on
Facebook:
“FOR SALE: I'm selling my white
privilege card. It's over 65 years old
but is in mint condition. It has never
been used, not even one time. Reason
for selling is that it hasn't done a damn
thing for me! No free college, no free
food, no free housing, no free anything,
I actually had to go to work every day
of my life, sometimes two jobs, while
paying a boatload of taxes to carry
those who chose not to work! If you are
interested in the card, I prefer cash but
would be willing to do an even trade
for a Race Card which seems much
more widely accepted and comes with
countless benefits if you fit the profile!
Interested? Contact me on my
Non-Obama cell phone that I pay for

That is one of the most disgusting
and ignorant posts I have read on
Facebook. And it received a slew of
likes. Don’t the person who put up that
post and the individuals who agreed
with it realize that they have not used a
white privilege card because they don’t
need a white privilege card? Don’t
they realize being white gives them
privilege?

We have a responsibility to take a role,
whether it is major or minor, active
or passive, to make equality for all a
reality, to clean up the mess created by
our forefathers.
Joining the Smithfield Anti-Hate
Coalition and its Facebook page is
one way residents of this community
can participate in the process. I thank
the coalition, which was founded
after racist hate speech graffiti was
discovered on the Stillwater Trail,
for the invitation to be part of the
organization. Let’s hope we can make a
difference.

Before I Forget ...
By Harry Anderson

Aunt Mabel, as she was dispensing with
most of her possessions in preparation for
a move to an assisted living place, gave
me her copy of The Poems of Robert
Frost. Tucked inside was an envelope
bearing a three-cent stamp and containing
an undated letter. A shaking hand had
held the pencil. The writer was giving a
report to his daughter, assuring her that
he was “managing pretty good without
your mother.” To verify this he added
and underlined, “Tonight I even washed
the supper dishes.” In closing the letter
he announced that he would be taking
the morning train from Providence to
Scituate “ ... this coming Saturday, the
9th. Can’t wait to see you and Baby
Johnathan.”
A simple, from-the-heart letter, yet I felt
it to be a museum piece. Another such
treasure I found soon after Alzheimer’s
had plunked my father into a nursing
home. Under a pile of neatly pressed
handkerchiefs in the top drawer of his
dresser, along with some Indian head
pennies and a couple of Kennedy halfdollars, lay a small, crinkled note pad.
For the rest of that afternoon I flipped its
pages, learning things about Dad I never
knew. It was a log he had kept when,
at age 19, his pal and he had driven a
banged-up Model T from Massachusetts
to Yellowstone. The penciled scribbling
was fading but still legible.
The first entry, dated June 18, 1919, read:
“Hub and me left home at 6 o’clock.
Camped somewhere after dark in the
Berkshires. Had strawberry jam and
crackers for supper. Tired but excited.”
Almost every day he dashed off in simple
prose an account of the journey:
“Flat tire. Patched it up. Made only 71
miles today. Roads in Ohio are bad. Some
not paved.”

The final entry, dated July
11, 1919, read: “We got here.
Pretty country. Saw a couple of elks. No
bears yet. We got hardly no money left.
Tomorrow we’ll sign up for jobs. The
park is hiring men for their road crews.”
Why should I think an old man’s letter
to his daughter and a young man’s log
of a drive to Yellowstone be museum
pieces, both written a century ago? The
Beatles have answered that question: “I
believe in yesterday.” Museums house
relics and relics revive the past. A piece
of statuary dug up in the sands of Egypt,
the chair that Emerson sat on in the
upper room of the Old Manse when he
wrote Self Reliance, Charlotte Bronte’s
childish doodling on the wall beside her
bed – they bring to the foreground of our
consciousness the priceless importance
of their contribution to the making of
civilization.
The world’s population as of 2020
numbered 7,794,798,739 Internet tells us.
That’s almost 8 billion people. Each has a
story to tell, yet most pass away without
telling it. Collectively, these stories would
illustrate who we are and always have
been, would fix our place in the cosmos,
and would reveal the commonality of us
all – notwithstanding the infinitesimal
differences among us.
For fourteen years I have been
interviewing men and women of North
County and writing their stories for
publication in this magazine and have
come to expect each, at the start of the
interview, to ask, “Why are you talking to
me? I’ve done nothing special.” Implicit
in this question is the mistaken belief that
fame is a requisite for recognition. Yet
usually at the end of the interview the
subject says, “I’m enjoying this!”

Memoir writing does give enjoyment
to the one doing the remembering, but
more than that it not only firms up their
understanding of self but also opens a
window to the past. Some of us, in fact,
are so urgently in need to write a memoir
that they will go on line to find help to get
this done at great cost (Google “memoir
writing” and see the many listings of
ghost writers). Arguably, the I-can’twrite alibi chiefly deters lots of us to put
pen to paper or others to commission a
professional to do the writing.
Of course proper grammar and mechanics
are desirable and so is such rhetorical
fineness as coherence and cogency.
But all that does not ensure satisfactory
results. When my father scribbled in his
pad that Hub and he had had a flat tire
and had made only 71 miles along rutted
Ohio roads, he got the facts right and
he reported them simply and sincerely.
As did Aunt Mabel’s father when he
poignantly wrote that he “was managing
pretty good without your mother.”
Neither fame nor fancy writing is
requisite for anyone who wants their
story told. I daresay we all do. And we
should. Grab a pen, put it to paper, and let
the memories come.
Recently my memoir entitled “Block
Time” was published. I am giving
profits from its sale to the cause
of helping defray the huge cost
of home-care needed by my son,
Nathan, who is rapidly losing ground
to ALS.
To purchase a copy mail a check for
$30.00 to:
Harry Anderson
759 Tourtellot Hill Road
No. Scituate, RI 02857
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Ghost Returns on 102nd Anniversary
By Thomas D’Agostino – www.tomdagostino.com
This account came to me in a rather
strange way. My wife, Arlene and I once
lived in Burrillville, Rhode Island. We
were very active in the history of the
town and knew a lot of its prominent
citizens. It was in May of that year I
received a phone call from someone on
the fire department asking for the phone
number of the Burrillville Historical
Society president Betty Mencucci.

After the extensive search, the rescue
and police reluctantly began to think
the woman they searched for may have
seen a ghost, but who was she? Was it a
ghost? They all wanted to know, so I was
called in. This is where the story turns
supernatural. A few days later I was at
the historical society looking through old
newspapers and that is where I found it.
“The Sad Fate Of Annie Trask.”

The heavy rains in early May of that
year caused the rivers to flow over
their boundaries into streets. The two
waterfalls on Tarklin Road literally
flowed over into the street. In the center
of Harrisville, a village of Burrillville,
The Clear River raged rapidly but
fortunately never flooded the main streets
of the village. The major concern became
apparent when, at about 10:30 am, a man
watched a woman descend the stairs
near the bridge that crossed the river and
disappear. The police and rescue were
immediately notified.

On May 6, 1904 two youths passing over
the bridge that spans the Clear River near
the Laurel Hill Yarn Co. found a ladies
pocketbook and umbrella on the side of
the highway. Investigators determined
they were the property of Annie Trask.
The possessions were taken to the
home of her brother-in-law and a search
began for the missing woman. It was
discovered that she had left the home of
her employer, William A. Inman to visit
Dr. Bruce, as she had been under his care
for several weeks.

The rescue personnel claimed to have
spotted the woman in the water when
they arrived but she mysteriously
vanished. None of the first responders
ever got a good look at the woman, at
least not enough to identify her. Divers
were called to the scene while police
boats searched downstream. Searchers
waded waist deep in the river while
the divers scoured the bottom. Others
searched the banks, all in the driving rain.
Police knocked on doors hoping to find
clues to the woman’s identity but nothing
conclusive turned up in either search.
About 4:00 pm the search was postponed,
yet no body had been discovered. Later
on that evening, I received the call from
Mrs. Mencucci. She further related the
incident and how the search team thought
it may have been her they saw disappear
into the pond. Their suspicions were put
at ease when she picked up the phone and
let them know she was safe and sound.
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The river and pond were dragged late into
the night and resumed the next day. When
no body had been found, the pond was
drawn off. When but a stream remained
of the pond, her body was discovered
about 40 feet from the bridge. Although
several theories were brought forth as to
how Miss Trask may have met her fate,
none were ever proven and her death has
remained a mystery since.
It appears Annie Trask may have
been reliving the moment she met her
unfortunate demise; or was it just a
residual, a remnant recorded in time to
be played precisely 102 years later on
the anniversary of her death. No woman
was found in 2006, neither were there
any reports of missing persons that may
have fit the description. The storm that
hit the region was exactly the same as
the storm that struck almost to the day in
May, 1904. I have a copy of both articles
and they seem very similar. Let’s let you
decide for yourself.

From the Historical Society
May 6, 1904

The Sad Fate of Annie
Trask
Last 'Friday night shortly before 9
o'clock, two lads who were passing
over the bridge near the mill of
the Laurel Hill Yarn Co. found a
ladies' pocketbook and umbrella
beside the highway near the bridge.
Investigation showed them to be
the property of Miss Annie Trask,
daughter of the late Abel and Mrs.
Trask of Bridgeton. The articles
were taken to the home of Miss
Trask's brother-in-law, Durwood D.
Bailey, and the whereabouts of Miss
Trask were immediately sought. It
was found she had left the home of
William A. Inman where she was
employed, early in the evening,
presumably to visit Dr. Bruce who
was her physician, and under whose
care she had been for several weeks.
A hasty inquiry made at Dr. Bruce's
revealed the fact she had not visited
his office that evening. Grave
apprehensions for her safety were
then felt by her people who feared
that she had lost her life in the
mill pond beside which her
pocketbook and umbrella were found.
The assistance of friends and
neighbors was at hand, and a search
was instituted. A boat was secured,
and the 'pond was dragged late into
the night. Work was resumed soon
after light; and continued all day
without result. While many felt that
the search was fruitless, others were
more sanguine, and Sunday morning
the pond was drawn off. Eager eyes
scanned the bottom of the pond as the
water went down. When there was
See Annie Trask, page 35

PMA Handyman Services
For all your small home projects:
Kitchen installments, carpentry,
tile work, flooring, painting,
light plumbing and electrical.
Anything that needs repairing.

Call Pete Amoriggi at

401-837-4117

PMAHandyman@gmail.com

No job is too small!

Licensed #42112
and Insured
Free Quotes

Wishing you a pot o’ gold and
all the joy your heart can hold!
Happy St. Patrick’s Day!
Annie Trask, from page 34
but a small stream running over the bed of the pond, the
body was discerned about forty feet from the bridge. The
body was taken from its resting place and tenderly carried
to Mr. Bailey's home, where it was later viewed by Medical
Examiner Wilcox and permission given for its burial.
Several theories have been advanced as the cause of the
sad fatality, yet whether it was accidental or done in a
moment of temporary insanity can never be known. Miss
Trask was a most estimable young lady and had a wide
circle of friends. Her home surroundings were of the most
pleasant nature, and the grief stricken family have the
most sincere and kindest sympathy of all in their deep
bereavement.
From Providence Journal
May 12, 2006

Divers Search River For Woman
Burrillville police say a witness told them a woman
disappeared on the banks of the Clear River, but no one
was immediately found.
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A View From the
Cheap Seats
|
Diehards: How a Long-Running, Unique
Fantasy Baseball League Made Me
Appreciate the Passion of Dedicated
Fans.
Some sports fans struggle with what to
do with themselves once the Super Bowl
MVP tells the universe he’s going to
Disney World. Not Smithfield resident
John Chambers. He’s likely concerning
himself with learning about the next great
major league baseball player who tore the
cover off the ball in single A last year.
I know what you’re thinking, only the
most diehard and passionate baseball
fans would do something like that in the
middle of a cold winter. However, there
is a method to the madness of meticulous
research about players on minor league
teams like the Lansing Lugnuts.
It’s worth the trouble.
John Chambers and his friends are like
many passionate baseball fans. They love
the game, they love their teams, and they
enjoy going to games and talking about
their shared affinity for the National
Pastime. It can also be said this group
of friends are likely diehard seamheads,
as they spend much of their leisure time
pouring over stats and brushing up on
all top prospects in publications like
Baseball America and on websites like
Rotoworld. They also like the competition
of good old fantasy baseball.
As I prepared to talk to Mr Chambers,
several pre-interview thoughts about the
subject matter came to mind. He had
called the office of The Smithfield Times
to suggest a story on his fantasy baseball
league that he has been apart of for
several years. I was personally intrigued
by the idea.

36 | MARCH 2021

Dan Pieroni

After all, fantasy sports are incredibly
popular in our world, millions of people
play them for reasons ranging from fun to
potential fortune. I was particularly eager
to talk to Mr. Chambers because I feel
fantasy baseball gets a bad rap.
When I was in college, I organized a
fantasy baseball league with a group of
my closest friends. In retrospect, I wish
I hadn’t gone through with it. It was too
time consuming, there were too many
players to keep track of, and the daily
chore of setting your lineup and ensuring
that you didn’t overlook a pitcher who
was starting that night became a tedious
ordeal.
I shared a particularly humorous story
with Mr. Chambers that encapsulated
the whole experience. One day, my best
player, then Mariners first baseman
Kendrys Morales, hit a walk-off grand
slam to win the game. As he excitedly
rounded the bases, his delirious
teammates ran out to greet him at home
plate. When he got there, they pig piled
on him to such an extent that he broke a
bone in his ankle and missed the rest of
the season.
Predictably, my team promptly went into
last place and never recovered.
I haven’t played fantasy baseball since.
Perhaps a seasoned pro like Mr Chambers
could help both myself and others
rekindle our lost love affair with fantasy
baseball. I got more than I bargained for.
The fantasy league John Chambers and
his belong to is as unique as any I’ve ever
heard of, for they also draft minor league
players as part of their teams.
The league’s origins date back to 1975,

which he believes predates even the first
rotisserie league.
Chambers himself has been a member
since 1986 and told me he was attracted
to the league by his love of baseball
and the rare opportunity to draft minor
leaguers’ as part of your roster. League
rules are rigid, anyone is eligible to be
drafted but anyone who had more than
250 at-bats or pitched more than 175
innings at the time of draft is ineligible to
be drafted. In addition, you must do your
homework, and understand the nuances
of baseball statistics. On the surface this
is not a league for the faint of heart, but
don’t let that deter you from participating.
You can draft up to 50 players at a time,
25 major, 25 minor, and there’s always
someone willing to show you the ropes.
Part of the fun is playing your hunches
and letting an unheralded minor leaguer
carry to you to glory, as Mr. Chambers
did with New York Mets star Francisco
Lindor. Plus the draft is only once a year,
and the winner Is determined by whoever
scores the most points, not wins or losses.
Mr. Chambers and his league are quite
admirable, they’ve turn a passion for the
game into a long-running hobby among
friends.
Perhaps that is the secret to fantasy
sports. It doesn’t matter who wins or
loses, or that your best player gets hurt
in a silly celebration. What matters is
the shared experience among friends
and their commitment to keep the
league going across generations. After
all, in the current digital age, the league
commissioner still tabulates the scores by
hand.
Now that’s dedication!

Furever Homes Needed!
Abandoned Dogs of RI
Meet Dani ...
Dani is a stunning 10 month old Catahoula Leopard
looking for a home! She is very affectionate, loves
to snuggle and aims to please. Treats are her favorite
reward but she loves verbal praise too! She has made
great progress for a dog who had no obedience training.
She now knows
basic commands
and has good
house manners.
She is also trained
to stay in her yard
with an electric
fence. She is
house trained and
crate trained. Her
new owners will
need to continue
to be consistent
with her training
to polish her
skills. She is
currently living
with a 15 year old
and 1 ½ year old dogs but can’t seem to get along with

the older fella so this is why she is being rehomed. For
this reason, we would like her to be the only dog in the
home until she works on sociability a little more and/
or until we learn which types of dogs she prefers. She
has been friendly with children that visit but she is a bit
rough so a home with older kids would be best (ages
12+) We are unsure how she is with cats. She currently
lives near chickens and although she enjoys chasing
them, she has yet to injure one. Dani is a young dog and
a particularly high energy and intelligent breed. She will
need daily exercise, mental stimulation, and continued
training. She would love a big yard! We do not see Dani
as a city girl or a couch potato. Dani is currently staying
with her family until we can find her a new home. If
you are interested in adopting Dani, please fill out an
application at www.abandoneddogsofri.com
If you are interested in meeting Dani, please fill out an
application at www.abandoneddogsofri.com Once
approved, we will reach out by email to set up a meet and
greet! Due to high amounts of daily email, we will not
send a return email to any applications that do not meet
the basic requirements for Dani that are listed above.
Thank you for understanding!

Meet Trunks ...
What can we say about Trunks? He is one handsome and equally
awesome dog.
Trunks is a 2.5 year-old Shepherd. He's great in the car, awesome
with adults, knows so many commands, is crate-trained and house
trained! Trunks is reactive to dogs while on leash and should be an
only pet with a fenced in yard.
Trunks is looking for a home with teenagers and up.
Trunks is currently staying at ADRI Adoption Center & Pet Services,
but adoptable through Almost Home Rescue. Please submit an
application at www.almosthomeri.org to be considered.
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Stargazing |

by David A. Huestis,
Historian, Skyscrapers, Inc.

March Astronomical Highlights and X” Marks the Spot
After the Winter Solstice on December
21, I reveled in the knowledge that at
least daylight hours would be getting
longer. Unfortunately, February and
March can historically be our snowiest
months. As we “March” into Spring
hopefully the last vestiges of wintery
conditions will soon be behind us so
we can more comfortably enjoy the
beauty of the heavens.
I want you to begin March with an
observing challenge. On the 6th during
morning twilight around 5:45 a.m.,
look towards the east-southeast about
five degrees above the horizon. In an
arc stretching to the upper right, you
will find Mercury, Jupiter and Saturn.
You will need an unobstructed view of
this area of the sky. The accompanying
graphic shows what to expect. Next,
extend that arc higher into the dawn
sky and you’ll also encounter the last
quarter Moon. This celestial gathering
will make an interesting sky scene, so
try capturing an image or two.
Though not astronomical,
Sunday, March 14 at 2:00 a.m.
is an important date and time
to remember. Because of an
archaic ritual, most United States
families will be setting their
clocks ahead one hour from EST
(Eastern Standard Time) to EDT
(Eastern Daylight Time). It is
called Daylight Saving Time,
and though nothing changes
astronomically, by so doing we
experience more daylight hours
in the evening. Forgetting to reset
your clocks may result in missing
an event by an hour. Been there.
Done that!
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Since the Winter Solstice (northern
hemisphere) occurred back on
December 21, the Sun has journeyed
northward, rising higher and higher
into our sky. On Saturday, March 20, a
person standing on the Earth’s equator
will see the Sun directly overhead
(zenith) at local noon. This event is
called the Vernal Equinox, or Spring.
Here in Rhode Island (at approximately
42 degrees north latitude), at noon the
Sun will be only just 48 degrees above
the southern horizon. Fortunately,
as the year progresses and the Sun’s
migration northward in our sky
continues, the Sun reaches its highest
elevation of just over 71.5 degrees off
the southern horizon at local noon on
the Summer Solstice, June 20 this year.
Today I am going to concentrate on
two features that present themselves
just a few hours before first quarter
Moon, which in March occurs on the
21st. During this phase the right half of
the lunar disk is illuminated. The “line”

that delineates the sunlit moonscape
from the unlit portion is called the
terminator, which indicates the sunrise
point. If you were to stand on the lunar
surface anywhere along this line you
would see the Sun rising above the
horizon.
The lunar topography includes
mountains, craters, valleys and seas.
So, at times the tallest mountains or
crater rims may be receiving their
first rays of sunlight, whereas nearby
valleys or crater floors may still be in
darkness.
But did you know that this process can
create the appearance of letters on the
lunar landscape? The most prominent
one is the Lunar X. Glenn Chaple, an
Astronomy magazine columnist, a
long-time friend of Skyscrapers, and
a frequent contributor to our monthly
newsletter, wrote the following in a
2012 column for us.
See Stargazing, page 39

Stargazing, from page 38
“It results when light from the rising
sun first strikes an elevated area formed
by the conjunction of four craters near
the crater Werner ... I decided to see
the Lunar X for myself. Peering into
the eyepiece, I was amazed at how
readily visible the “X” was. How had
I missed it? How, for that matter, had
legions of other amateur astronomers
failed to see it, or at least announce its
existence? Although it appears on a
number of early lunar photographs, the
Lunar X wasn’t formally introduced
to the public until 2004 when it was
described by Canadian amateur
astronomer David Chapman in an issue
of SkyNews Magazine. Perhaps the
Lunar X was lost in the overwhelming
amount of detail the first quarter moon
presents.”

The Lunar X is best observed with
even a small telescope during a fourto-six-hour window before first quarter.
The evening of March 20 provides the
best viewing opportunity. After sunset,
approximately 7:00 p.m. EDT, use the
animation referenced above to guide
you to Lunar X’s approximate location.
At that time the gradual appearance
of “X” may already be underway.
According to Sky and Telescope
Magazine, the “pattern should be
most prominent from around 8:00 to
9.00 p.m. EDT. Note: Visibility of the
“X” feature occurs each lunar month,
however the timing may favor the Far
East or Europe.
And if observing one letter on the lunar
surface isn’t enough, at the same time

you can view the Lunar V. This feature
also straddles the terminator. Reference
the animation once again to see where
it is located in position relative to the
“X.” Since the “V” is a little larger than
the Lunar X, the pattern will persist
even after the “X” disappears as the
sunrise point progresses across the
Moon’s surface.
See the accompanying image taken
by Scott MacNeill, Director of Frosty
Drew Observatory, in 2019.
Good luck in lettering in lunar
topography.
Keep your eyes to the skies.
David A. Huestis
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Payne’s Picks |

By Sarah Payne

March 2021
Movie Releases

Movie Reviews

Yes Day – March 12 (Netflix)

Pieces of a Woman (Netflix)

Any parents out there remember reading Little Pea, Little Hoot,
or Little Oink to their little ones? These three books, written
by Amy Krouse Rosenthal, are staples in our household. Now
her book Yes Day! has been adapted into a feature film starring
Jennifer Garner and Édgar Ramírez, about two parents who
promise to say “yes” to their kids’ requests for 24 hours.

Centered on a home birth that goes awry, be forewarned that
the heaviness of Pieces of a Woman makes it difficult to watch
at times (especially for me, as a new mom). The tragedy occurs
at the end of the first scene, which is designed to appear as one
long take. Vanessa Kirby and Shia LaBeouf play the expecting
couple. The love and expectation they feel in that first scene
is starkly juxtaposed with extreme mourning and grief that
blankets the rest of the film. Kirby’s performance in Pieces of a
Woman has earned her more than ten award nominations.

TV Review
Bridgerton (Netflix)
You’ve likely heard the news that Netflix’s show Bridgerton –
based on novels by Julia Quinn – recently became its “biggest
series ever,” with 63 million members streaming the show in
its first month. And while that may be true, popularity certainly
doesn’t equate to quality. This show appeals to the lowest
common denominator. It’s like a cheap version of “Pride and
Prejudice” – set to modern day pop covers and with 100%
more nudity. And I could get past that if there was any palpable
chemistry between the two love interests, played by newcomers
Phoebe Dynevor and Regé-Jean Page. Unfortunately, that’s
not the case. Perhaps what I find most disconcerting about
the show’s popularity is how much Bridgerton focuses on the
central character’s naiveté when it comes to the “physical”
aspects of marriage. Netflix took a page out of HBO’s book,
knowing that nudity brings in viewers. But to me, Bridgerton is
Netflix’s version of a soap opera, with a better soundtrack and
fun costumes.
The Flight Attendant (HBO Max)
Mystery junkies will love The Flight Attendant, a bingeable
show based on Chris Bohjalian’s novel by the same name.
Kaley Cuoco plays a reckless alcoholic who wakes up next to a
dead man after a night of heavy drinking. The show documents
her hapless attempts to remember what happened that night
and dodge FBI agents who consider her a prime suspect. I have
newfound respect for Cuoco, who you may know from sitcoms
like 8 Simple Rules and The Big Bang Theory. She is one of the
executive producers on The Flight Attendant and has earned
several award nominations for her performance. The show’s
creator Steve Yockey told Deadline: “Our goal always was to
write basically a Hitchcock character that would normally be
played by a man and just throw a woman into it and see what
happened. We ended up with a lot of strong female characters at
the center of the show.”
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The Little Things (HBO Max)
If you like mysteries and crime thrillers, I highly recommend
The Little Things, starring Denzel Washington, Jared Leto,
and Rami Malek. Set in the 90s, Washington and Malek play
detectives investigating a murder and disappearance. Leto’s
performance as their prime suspect is impeccable and haunting,
earning him several award nominations. I won’t give away any
spoilers, but I was on the edge of my seat for the whole film –
and the ending caught me totally by surprise. The Little Things
is the closest I’ve seen in recent months to a streaming service
offering a cinema-quality. It gives me hope that the pandemicinduced dry spell won’t last forever.
Answers to Crossword Puzzle from page 30.

Letter to the Editor:
COVID ECONOMIC
RECOVERY COMMISSION
As a recently elected Town Council member, my council
colleagues and I have worked diligently over the past
several months at the municipal level, engaging with
business owners, listening to their needs and offering
assistance in a variety of ways as they struggle to
survive through the pandemic.
The Town of Smithfield under the auspices of the
Town Council, Town Manager and our Grant Writer
were successful in obtaining thousands of dollars in
grant funds and equipment to aid our local business
community. Particularly those businesses affected the
hardest, such as dining establishments, as they adapted
to strict Covid protocols, leaving them little choice but
to expand their business footprint outdoors and online.
We all recognize how substantial the local business
community is to our Town’s viability and the pandemic
has made us all realize how vulnerable they are as well,
as they fight for survival during COVID-19.
As the State of Rhode Island and Town of Smithfield
hopefully begin to turn the corner in their battle against
Covid, Government Officials must begin to prepare our
community for the recovery phase of the pandemic.
I recommend to my fellow public officials; the Town
consider forming a Covid Recovery Commission as
part of our economic recovery from the pandemic. It is
extremely important we ensure the survival of our local
businesses and a commission such as this would be a
proactive approach to our Town’s economic recovery.
There is no question that the Covid pandemic has
taken a significant toll on our State, Town, friends and
loved ones. However, I am convinced that Smithfield
will bounce back with resilience and realize an even
more vibrant economy. The overwhelming sense of
community displayed throughout the pandemic will
endure and further strengthen those bonds in an already
strong Smithfield.
Sincerely,
David P. Tikoian
Smithfield Town Council Member
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Obituaries
Nancy A. Gronski
1/20/21
www.thequinnfuneralhome
Bridget Ann (Sugrue) Mohan
1/21/21
www.andersonwinfield.net
Jane L. “Jeanie” Buckley
1/29/21
www.andersonwinfield.net
Wilfred L. Giroux
2/2/21
www.robbinsfuneralhome.com
Marie Luongo
2/6/21
www.andersonwinfield.net

Photo credit: Sandra Achille
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